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China’s Military Purge Reaches Highest Generals

By Leo Timm | Vision Times

hina’s leadership has
launched its most
far-reaching military

purge in decades, placing two of
the country’s most senior uni-
formed officials under investi-
gation and leaving the top com-
mand of the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) effectively hollowed
out.

On Jan. 24, the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) announced
a formal probe into Gen. Zhang
Youxia, a Politburo member and
vice chairman of the Central
Military Commission (CMC),
and Liu Zhenli, a CMC mem-
ber and chief of the Joint Staff
Department. The decision was
confirmed by the Ministry of
National Defense at a routine
press briefing, marking a dra-
matic escalation of President Xi
Jinping’s long-running anti-cor-
ruption campaign.

The same day, the PLA Daily
published a front-page editorial
describing the investigation as a
“major achievement” in the fight
against corruption and proof
of the leadership’s “rock-solid
resolve” to show no leniency
toward senior figures. The edi-
torial accused Zhang and Liu of
betraying the trust of the Party,
undermining the CMC Chair-
man Responsibility System that
concentrates military author-
ity in Xi’s hands, and causing
“extremely adverse effects” on
the Party, the state and the mil-
itary.

Allegations detailed
through controlled
disclosures

Additional details emerged
through controlled disclosures
and foreign reporting. The South
China Morning Post reported on
Jan. 24, citing sources familiar
with the matter, that CCP elites
were briefed on the case a day
earlier. The paper said Zhang
was accused of corruption, fail-
ing to rein in associates and rel-
atives, and not flagging prob-
lems promptly to Party leaders.
A second source said Zhang had
been formally detained by mili-
tary investigators on Jan. 19.

On Jan. 25, The Wall Street
Journal cited people familiar
with internal briefings who said
Zhang was also accused of form-
ing political cliques, selling pro-
motions within the military pro-
curement system, and leaking

Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of China’s Central Military Com-
mission, has become a central figure in Xi Jinping’s sweeping

military purge.

“In the near term,
the PLA may

be temporarily
‘blunted’ as a
fighting force,
complicating
complex
operations such
asa Taiwan
invasion.”

sensitive information. The report
said some evidence was linked
to Gu Jun, a former executive at
China National Nuclear Corp.,
who was himself placed under
investigation on Jan. 19. Accord-
ing to the Journal, Xi has also
ordered a task force to reexamine
Zhang’s tenure as commander of
the Shenyang Military Region
from 2007 to 2012.

Central Military
Commission left
hollowed out

The purge leaves the CMCin an
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Gen. Liu Zhenli, chief of the PLA Joint Staff Department, is
placed under investigation as Xi Jlnplng s military purge

reaches China’s top command.

Chinese President Xi Jinping stands on a military jeep as he inspects troops of the
People's Liberation Army. (¢

unprecedented state. Aside from
Xi, who chairs the commission,
only one vice chairman, Zhang
Shengmin, remains. Other sen-
ior figures have fallen in rapid
succession, including former
defense minister Li Shangfu in
2023, political work chief Miao
Hua in 2024, and CMC vice
chairman He Weidong in 2025.
If Zhang’s removal is finalized, it
will be the first time since 1989
that two sitting Politburo mem-
bers have been purged before
completing their terms.
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Analysts see both
consolidation and risk

Analysts at SinoInsider, a New
York-based consultancy special-
izing in Chinese politics, say the
episode represents the most dest-
abilizing shock to the PLA since
Xi came to power. While the
purge reinforces Xi’s personal
authority, SinoInsider assesses
that it also exposes deep frac-
tures within the military and
carries significant operational
risks.

The analysts noted in a Jan. 26
newsletter entry that the inves-

tigation sharply undercuts per-
sistent rumors that Xi has lost
control of the armed forces. In
China’s political system, a leader
who has truly been sidelined can-
not purge the person allegedly
controlling “the gun.” Zhang’s
downfall, despite his status as
a princeling and long-standing
family ties to Xi, suggests that
Xi’s grip on power remains firm.

Language signals
political gravity

At the same time, SinoInsider
points to the unusually harsh
political language used against
Zhang and Liu. Previous purges
focused on corruption and disci-
pline; this case includes accusa-
tions of undermining Xi’s com-
mand authority and endangering
the Party’s governing founda-
tions. In CCP political culture,
such characterizations amount
to a final political verdict empha-
sizes that the case is seen as exis-
tential, not merely criminal.

While Zhang’s position would
theoretically grant him access to
Chinese nuclear secrets, Sinoln-
sider is skeptical that he could
actually attempt to provide them
to foreign countries, given that
the risks would vastly outweigh
any conceivable benefit, noting
past cases where sensational alle-
gations later proved exaggerated.

Operational strain
on the PLA

The immediate impact on the
PLA could be severe. SinoInsider
warns that Liu’s removal disrupts
the Joint Staff Department, the
nerve center for operations, con-
tingency planning and command
coordination. Officers are likely
to become more cautious and
bureaucratic, prioritizing polit-
ical survival over initiative.

In the near term, the PLA
may be temporarily “blunted”
as a fighting force, complicat-
ing complex operations such as
a Taiwan invasion. Still, the ana-
lysts caution against underesti-
mating China’s military: mod-
ernization programs continue,
and routine pressure campaigns
around Taiwan and in regional
seas are unlikely to abate.

Control gained at
institutional cost

At the same time, Xi’s newest
and high-level purges may give
him tighter control, but this is
achieved at the cost of fear, dis-
trust and institutional strain
inside the very system meant to
secure his power.
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The Forgotten Four

Hidden Geniuses Four Innovators Who
Quietly Changed the World

B3 Tech

Ll
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By Vision Times Staff

hen people reflect
on invention, names
like Thomas Edison,

Alexander Graham Bell, and the
Wright brothers usually dominate
the conversation. Yet behind these
icons stand other figures, forgot-
ten geniuses, whose work was just
as transformative—though history
nearly left them behind.

A recent feature by Sky HIS-

Z)er'y %mce/‘
curiosity that led to

the microwave

In the 1940s, engineer Percy Spencer was working with
radar equipment when he noticed a chocolate bar melting
in his pocket. The observation prompted him to explore how
microwaves interacted with food.

His discovery led to the world’s first microwave oven. The early
models were enormous—over six feet tall and weighing about 750
pounds—resembling industrial machinery more than kitchen appli- ~—
ances.It would take another 20 years before microwaves became compact

TORY revisits four such innova-
tors whose curiosity, persistence,
and unconventional thinking ulti-
mately helped shape the world we
live in.

and affordable enough for home kitchens.

Spencer’s moment of pure curiosity.

}% Lamarr

Known in her time as one of Hollywood’s
most glamorous stars, Hedy Lamarr was
also a brilliant, self-taught inventor
whose technological insight far
outlasted her film career.
Born Hedwig Kiesler in
Vienna in 1914, Lamarr
appeared in European
films before gain-
ing international
attention for her
1933 role in
Ecstasy, a film
that sparked
contro-

versy for
its nudity.
Later that
year, she
married
Austrian
arms
manu-
facturer
Friedrich
Mandl], a
powerful
man with
connections
to fascist
leaders. Biog-
raphers describe
him as controlling,
exerting strict con-
trol over her career and
movements.
After reaching London,
Lamarr arranged a meeting
with MGM studio chief Louis
B. Mayer. Initially unconvinced she
would succeed in America, Mayer offered
her a modest contract. Mayer insisted she

Today, the convenience of reheating a meal in seconds traces back to

hollywood star,
war-time inventor

adopta new name—Hedy Lamarr—
to distance her career from her ear-
lier film.

Her arrival in Hollywood was
electric. Publicists promoted her
as “the most beautiful woman in
the world.”

Lamarr acted in a series of MGM
productions, including Algiers
(1938), Lady of the Tropics (1939),
Boom Town (1940), and Ziegfeld
Girl (1941). She was considered for
roles in Casablanca and Gaslight,
though neither materialized.

After leaving MGM in 1945, she
founded her own production com-
pany, becoming one of the first
women in Hollywood to do so.

A mind that saw
the future

Despite the chaos of her per-
sonal life, Lamarr’s inventive mind
remained sharp. On film sets, she
sketched designs and discussed
engineering ideas with aviation pio-
neer Howard Hughes, who valued
her intuition. Biographers recount

that she suggested streamlined wing
shapes inspired by birds and fish
to reduce drag—ideas that Hughes
would later incorporate into aircraft
prototypes.

The sinking of a ship carrying
children during World War II,
reportedly by a German U-boat,
motivated Lamarr to look for ways
to improve torpedo guidance.

In 1940, she partnered with com-
poser George Antheil to create a fre-
quency-hopping communication
system designed to prevent enemy
interception. Their 1942 patent went
largely unnoticed by the U.S. Navy
at the time.

Decades later, engineers recog-
nized the design as a foundational
concept behind secure wireless
communication—technology that
would shape Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, and
GPS.

Lamarr once lamented how her
appearance overshadowed her intel-
lect, saying her beauty had become
“a mask she could not remove.”

Rediscovery and legacy

Lamarr lived her final years in
seclusion and died in 2000 at age
85. Her reputation underwent a
reevaluation in the decades that
followed, culminating in the 2017
documentary Bombshell: The
Hedy Lamarr Story.

With rare audio recordings and
extensive interviews, the film
helped reintroduce Lamarr not
just as a Hollywood icon, but as
a visionary whose ideas helped
enable the wireless world.

the man who
transformed rubber

Charlis Goodjear

In the early 19th century, rubber
was hailed as a miracle material—
stretchy, waterproof, and full
of potential. But it came with
debilitating flaws. Heat made it melt,

was accidental: he reportedly dropped
a piece of rubber mixed with sulfur onto
a hot stove and found that it hardened
instead of melting.

The technique—later known
cold made it crack, and over time as vulcanization—revo-

it grew tacky and unstable.

lutionized rubber, ena-

By the 1830s, the industry bling everything
was widely seen as teetering from durable tires to
on the brink of collapse. waterproof boots.

Charles Goodyear, driven by a
mixture of obsession and intui-
tion, spent years experimenting
with ways to stabilize rub-
ber. According to
popular accounts
of his life, his
breakthrough

Goodyear died in
1860, long before the
rise of the Goodyear
Tire & Rubber Com-
pany, which was
named in
tribute to
him.

A@MM

a simple idea that
changed driving forever

At the dawn of the automobile age, cars
lacked a crucial feature:
windshield wipers. In rain
or snow, driv-

< | i .I". "n_'
ers had to Gl agide. |
stop repeat- H:ﬁ_'ﬁr;"lﬁ x
edly to clear r_-., |,,. ’ N
glass by L& el avy
hand_an ':I :.-" 2 (TR o bﬁi‘l"
inconven- - ﬁ;&gfg"‘ ;

ience that was
also dangerous.

Mary Anderson saw the problem
firsthand and devised a mechanical device
that allowed drivers to clear the windshield
from inside the vehicle. She patented her
design in 1903.

While automakers initially ignored the
idea, windshield wipers became standard
equipment about a decade later,
and her contribution grad-
% U8e. ually faded from pub-
' N lic memory—a
common fate

for women
. inventors of
' her era.
Together, the
stories of
Spencer,
Lamarr,
Goodyear, and
Anderson
reveal how
ingenuity often
flourishes far from fame. Their
contributions—some discovered by chance,
others born from persistence—continue to
shape technologies we rely on every day.
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BLACK TEA

Black tea is made from fully oxi-
dized leaves. As with green tea,
black tea leaves do not require boil-
ing water, but do require water at
a slightly higher temperature of
about 195 °F (90 °C).

The flavor of black tea is often
described as intense and full-bod-
ied, making it the tea of choice for
many coffee drinkers. Its flavor also
resembles that of malt, a sprouted
cereal that can impart fresh notes
of bread and caramel.

ea)

BLUE TEA (OOLONG)

Oolong tea is made from partially
oxidized tea leaves. The degree of
oxidation can vary greatly, and
thus this type of tea can have very
different flavors. If the tea leaves
are left to oxidize for at least for a
short period of time, they are con-
sidered oolong as long as they do
not become fully oxidized - they
would then be considered black tea
leaves.

Oolong tea leaves can be brewed
using boiling water and steeped mul-
tiple times. As the number of infu-
sions increases, the tightly-rolled
leaves progressively unfurl, produc-
ing flavours that change from steep
to steep, ultimately becoming mel-
lower and more floral. These tea
leaves can produce two to three
brews in a large teapot, or up to five
brews in smaller teapots.

GREEN TEA

To make green tea, the oxidation
process is stopped by subjecting
the leaves to heat, allowing them
to retain their green color.

Since green tea leaves do not go
through oxidation, they are very
delicate and do not need boiling
water to brew. Water temperature
between 165 and 185 °F (75 and
85 °C) is best for bringing out the
flavor without burning the leaves.

DARK TEA (PUER TEA)

Dark tea is the result of ferment-
ing tea leaves for several months or
longer (up to 60 years!) to obtain
an aged tea with an earthy fla-
vor. To produce this type of tea,
slightly moist tea leaves are pressed
into tight, condensed forms and
allowed to further oxidize and
undergo microbial fermentation.

Named after the Chinese city of
Puer (FVH Pilér) in Yunnan prov-
ince, where it is traditionally pro-
duced, pu’er tea comes in different
shapes. The longer the leaves are
left to ferment, the more they give
the infusion a characteristic red-
dish-brown color.

Pu'er tea is typically brewed at
around 212 °F (100 °C) and the first
two infusions are usually discarded
to “wake up” the leaves and extract
their flavor.

B4 Lifestyle
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Brewing Guide for Optimum

By Vision Times Staff

Flavor in Six Types of Tea

s
—
WHITE TEA

White tea is the least processed
of all traditional teas, as the leaves
are only withered and dried. It gets
its name from the fine silvery white
hairs that remain attached to the
leaves and that form a distinctive
layer when the tea is infused.

White tea leaves require boiling

water for their subtle, sweet and
fruity flavor to develop.

www.VisionTimes.com

Although many infused beverages are called
tea, true tea comes from the Camellia Sinensis
plant, while other plant-based drinks are herbal
infusions.

Different processing methods produce white,
yellow, green, blue, black, or dark tea. Growing
conditions such as altitude, temperature, and
humidity also influence flavor.

Each type of tea has its own optimal brewing
conditions to bring out the best taste and aroma.

YELLOW TEA

Yellow tea leaves are, in essence,
green tea leaves that have under-
gone fermentation. This step elim-
inates the grassy elements charac-
teristic of green tea.

In terms of flavor, yellow tea
is described as a middle ground
between white tea and green tea.
When brewing, choose a temper-
ature between 167 to 176 °F (75-80
°C) to bring out its delicate flavor.

WHICH TEAS CONTAIN CAFFEINE?

All teas made from the Camel-
lia Sinensis plant have caffeine. If
you are looking for a caffeine-free
option, herbal teas such as lavender
and chamomile are the way to go, as
they have a calming and soothing
effect that can promote better sleep.

Bear in mind that blended teas such
as jasmine green tea, are still made
from the tea plant and will contain
caffeine despite being blended with

1 |
.I,‘. _

Yy

aromatic herbs. Herbal blends with
African rooibos, on the other hand,
have a rooibos base, which is caf-
feine-free.

Properly brewed tea does not taste
astringent or bitter, and for thou-
sands of years people in China have
enjoyed this beverage without milk
or sugar. If you find the taste of plain
tea unsatisfactory, you might just
need to hone your brewing skills!
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Anciént Petrified Trees

Exploring the Mysteries of
Earth’s Ge()logical Wonders

T

By Hermann Rohr | Nspirement

he natural world is filled with phenom-

ena that challenge our understanding

of Earth’s history and geological pro-
cesses. Among these mysteries is the intrigu-
ing notion that certain mountain formations
may be remnants of ancient tree stumps that
have undergone petrification. This idea invites
exploration of these geological formations and
their cultural interpretations.

One striking example is the Jugurtha Table-
land in Tunisia, a massive mesa that rises dra-
matically above the surrounding plains. Cover-
ing nearly 198 acres and reaching an elevation
of almost 2,000 feet, this formation’s flat, tree
stump-like appearance sparks curiosity about
the processes that shaped it and its potential
ties to ancient ecosystems. Such speculative
ideas inspire further exploration into the sci-
ence of petrification and Earth’s geological
history.

Understanding petrified wood
and the process of petrification

Petrification is a natural process where
organic material, like wood, is transformed
into stone through mineralization. This occurs
when mineral-rich water seeps into organic
matter, replacing the cellular structure with
minerals such as silica. Over thousands or even
millions of years, this process preserves the
original structure of the organism, resulting
in petrified wood.

This transformation offers a glimpse into
ancient ecosystems, hinting at a time when
lush forests may have covered regions now
dominated by deserts or mountains. While the
notion that mountains might be petrified trees
is speculative, the visual similarities prompt
us to consider the dynamic processes that have
shaped Earth’s surface.

The Jugurtha Tableland:
A geological case study

The Tunisian Jugurtha Tableland is known
for its unique topography and historical sig-
nificance. Formed during the late Cretaceous
period, this mesa showcases the interplay of
erosion and sedimentation over millions of
years. Its flat-topped shape and towering pres-
ence have led some to wonder whether it could
be the remnant of a petrified tree stump.

Geologists studying the tableland have identi-
fied its rock strata and erosion patterns, uncov-
ering clues about its formation. While no evi-
dence supports the idea that it is a petrified
tree, the resemblance invites further explo-
ration of the connections between geological
formations and ancient life.

Scan the QR code

to read more articles like this!

ik

?'

Top of Jugurtha Tableland.

How nature sculpts tree-
like formations

Erosion and sedimentation often produce
rock formations that resemble tree stumps or
other organic shapes. Over time, wind, water,
and other natural forces carve landscapes into
intricate forms. For example, the hoodoos of
Bryce Canyon in Utah and the fairy chim-
neys of Cappadocia in Turkey demonstrate
how erosion can create strikingly organic sil-
houettes from stone.

In addition to the Jugurtha Tableland, loca-
tions like the Petrified Forest in Arizona pro-
vide insight into the processes of fossilization.
These formations remind us of the importance
of understanding geological phenomena in the
context of natural history, rather than through
speculative interpretations.

Cultural interpretations
and their influence

Petrified trees and other unusual rock for-
mations have inspired myths and legends
throughout history. Many indigenous cultures
have stories of giant trees transformed into
stone by divine intervention or catastrophic
events, reflecting humanity’s fascination with
nature’s mysteries. Such narratives often blur
the lines between science and folklore, influ-
encing how we perceive geological landmarks.

In the case of the Jugurtha Tableland, cul-
tural interpretations add an imaginative layer
to its scientific significance. By examining
these narratives, we gain a deeper understand-
ing of how humans relate to the natural world
and its enigmatic formations.

etrlfled Fdrest Natlonal Pérk R 4

1age: Jeffhollett/WIKI/CC BY—S_A 4.
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Many indigenous cultures have
stories of giant trees transformed
into stone by divine intervention or
catastrophic events.

The role of science in unraveling
geological mysteries

Scientific investigations into petrified
wood and similar formations pro-
vide valuable insights into Earth’s
ancient ecosystems. For instance,
studies of the Dwyka Group
in southern Africa reveal
details about climatic
shifts and ecosystems
during the Permian
period, highlight-
ing the impor-
tance of fossilized
remains in recon-
structing Earth’s
prehistoric landscapes.

While the idea of petrified
tree mountains like the Jugurtha Table-
land remains speculative, ongo-
ing geological research continues
to shed light on Earth’s dynamic
history. Scientists piece together the
story of our planet and its evolving
environments by analyzing rock
samples, erosion patterns, and fos-
sil records.

Conclusion

The notion that formations like
the Jugurtha Tableland could be
ancient petrified trees is a fasci-
nating idea that bridges geology;,
culture, and imagination. While
scientific evidence does not sup-
port this theory, such specu-
lation inspires curiosity about
the forces shaping Earth’s
landscapes.

Exploring petrification,
geological formations, and
cultural narratives offers a
window into Earth’s past
and the life it once sus-
tained. Whether these
structures
nants of ancient forests
or products of natu-
ral erosion, they stand
as a testament to the
planet’s complex and
dynamic history.

are rem-
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