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Weak November Data and Limited Policy Tools
Underscore Deepening Strains in China’s Economy

By Sinolnsider and

Vision Times Staff

hina’s latest economic
C indicators point to a

worsening slowdown,
with November data showing
continued contraction across
both manufacturing and ser-
vices and underscoring the coun-
try’s dwindling policy options to
arrest the decline.

Manufacturing and
services slip further

On Nov. 30, China’s National
Bureau of Statistics released its
November Purchasing Managers’
Index figures. The official manu-
facturing PMI registered 49.2 —
a modest 0.2-point uptick from
October but still firmly in con-
traction territory for the eighth
consecutive month. China has
recorded expansion in only two
months this year, in February
and March.

Breakdowns of the November
PMI reveal persistent weakness:

Large enterprises: 49.3 (down
0.6 points)

Medium enterprises: 48.9 (up
0.2 points)

Small enterprises: 49.1 (up 2.0
points)

Production index: 50.0 (up 0.3
points)

New orders index: 49.2 (up 0.4
points)

Raw material inventory: 47.3
(unchanged)

Employment index: 48.4 (up 0.1
points)

More troubling was the perfor-
mance of the non-manufacturing
sector. The non-manufacturing
business activity index and the
services business activity index
both fell below the 50.0 expan-
sion line to 49.5 — the first con-
traction in 25 months and the
lowest reading since September
2023.

The following day, Dec. 1, the
RatingDog China Manufacturing
PMI compiled by S&P Global fell
t049.9 from 50.6 in October, mark-
ing its first deterioration since July.
The indicator is closely watched for
its reflection of conditions among
coastal Small and Medium Enter-
prises and export-centered firms.

A broadening slowdown
Taken together, the November
data confirm the same structural
downturn evident in October’s
fiscal and financial figures, just
with sharper deterioration. Last
month, official numbers showed

Unfinished apartment blocks stand abandoned in Wuxi, highlighting the deepening strain in China’s property sector as the country’s fading recovery fuels renewed calls
for economic stimulus. (rmzoe Cetty Images)

surging money supply alongside
collapsing household and cor-
porate credit demand, weaken-
ing tax revenue, and heavy reli-
ance on government borrowing,
which accounted for roughly half
of all new social financing.
November’s data extend that
trend: manufacturing remains
in contraction, services have
slipped for the first time in over
two years, and the RatingDog
PMI shows that the slowdown
is no longer isolated to heavy
industry. Weakness is spread-
ing across the real economy.
Domestic demand remains
weak. Export momentum is
fading amid global uncertainty.
The property crisis continues to
metastasize. Economists warn
that China’s deflationary pres-
sures are now entering a self-
reinforcing cycle, making a genu-
ine recovery increasingly elusive.

China’s property
crisis deepens ra|S|ng
banking risks

Real estate — long the big-
gest drag on China’s economy
— worsened further in Novem-
ber. On Dec. 1, China Real
Estate Information Corp. (CRIC)
reported that sales among the top
100 developers plunged 36 per-
cent year-on-year, only margin-
ally better than October’s 42 per-
cent collapse.

Meanwhile, the China Index
Academy said average second-
ary-home prices in 100 cities fell
7.95 percent year-on-year. The

pace of decline accelerated as a
surge in listings and persistent
buyer caution fed into a down-
ward spiral.

The slump is now trigger-
ing second-order effects in the
banking system. During the pan-
demic, many small firms and sole
proprietors took out business
loans collateralized with residen-
tial and commercial property. As
prices fall, collateral has suffered
“massive” deterioration, push-
ing delinquencies sharply higher.
Court-ordered auctions of repos-
sessed homes are rising.

According to UBS head of
China property research John
Lam, outstanding business oper-
ating loans to small and individ-
ual borrowers reached 36.1 tril-
lion yuan at the end of September
— nearly triple pre-pandemic
levels. “Facing negative equity,
the homeowners might end up
in a situation where they have to
pay the shortfall,” Lam warned.
UBS now forecasts 1.47 million
auctioned units in 2026 and 2.43
million in 2027 under a 1.6 per-
cent non-performing loan sce-
nario. Official NPL ratios already
reached 1.52 percent in Q3, edg-
ing closer to levels that could
pressure the banking system.

Fiscal strains and de

facto debt monetization
November’s contraction also

highlights Beijing’s worsening

fiscal constraints. Authorities

have increasingly relied on bond

issuance to support investment,

but local-government debt has
ballooned to unsustainable lev-
els. Nearly half of new provin-
cial bonds are rollovers, and inter-
est payments consume around
15 percent of new proceeds —
severely limiting fiscal space.

The People’s Bank of China has
responded by injecting liquidity
into the system enabling banks
to absorb more government
debt. Economists say the prac-
tice resembles early-stage debt
monetization.

On Dec. 5, the PBOC injected 1
trillion yuan in outright repos to
replace 1 trillion yuan in matur-
ing three-month facilities. Since
late October 2024, the central
bank’s de facto holdings of sover-
eign bonds have climbed to 5 tril-
lion yuan, nearly half of the 10.1
trillion yuan in local-government
bonds issued nationwide through
November, according to a Dec. 2
Yicai Global report.

If central-bank interventions
surpass 50 percent of fiscal rev-
enues, China could cross into
irreversible monetization, under-
mining monetary credibility and
heightening long-term inflation
risks.

At the same time, fiscal spend-
ing capacity is eroding. Minis-
try of Finance data show total
expenditure fell 19.1 percent year-
on-year in October to 2.4 trillion
yuan — the lowest level of 2025
and the first outright contrac-
tion. By comparison, spending
had grown 17 percent year-on-

year in June.

Consumer stimulus tools are
also running dry. The 300 billion
yuan in ultra-long special treas-
ury bonds allocated for this year’s
“trade-in” programs has been
tully spent, Yicai reported on Dec.
5. More than 20 cities have halted
or downsized auto trade-in sub-
sidies. With funding exhausted
for home appliance upgrades,
EV subsidies, and vehicle scrap-
page support, Beijing’s capacity
to boost household demand has
narrowed sharply.

Policy outlook: Beijing
finds itself with fewer
financial tools

With both fiscal and monetary
tools constrained, observers can
expect little in the way of major
policy shifts when Beijing con-
venes its Central Economic Work
Conference in mid-December.
The leadership is likely to reiter-
ate messages from the Fourth Ple-
num of the 20th Central Com-
mittee, emphasizing “stability”
and “positive momentum” while
avoiding acknowledgment of
deteriorating fundamentals.

In practice, this means gov-
ernment authorities will “report
only good news but not bad” —
even as pressure mounts across
manufacturing, services, prop-
erty, and local finances. Without
meaningful new measures capa-
ble of addressing the structural
slowdown, China’s economic out-
look appears increasingly fragile
heading into 2026.
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Thailand-Cambodia Ceasefire Threatened
After New Airstrikes Launched

By Darren Maung | Vision Times

n Dec. 8, Thailand
launched airstrikes on
its border with Cambo-
dia, threatening the uneasy cease-
fire between the two countries.
A spokesman for the Thai mili-
tary said in a statement on Mon-
day that aircraft were deployed
to “suppress” Cambodian forces
from Thai territory after they
“fired small arms and curved
weapons.” One Thai soldier was
reported killed in the Ubon Rat-
chathani province, with at least
another eight wounded, Major-
General Winthai Suvaree said.
According to Thailand’s Foreign
Ministry, the country will resume
military action against Cambodia
until its sovereignty is secured, as
reported by al-Jazeera.
Ministry spokesperson

“Thailand must
not use military
force to attack
civilian villages
under the pretext
of reclaimingiits
sovereignty.”

Hun Manet,
Cambodian Prime Minister

Nikorndej Balankura also said
that Cambodia had “trampled”
on the ceasefire deal.

Despite Thailand’s claims, Cam-
bodia refuted on Facebook saying
that it was Thailand who struck first
at 5:00 a.m. local time on Monday.

Cambodia’s Information Min-
ister Neth Pheaktra told the AFP
news agency that four Cambo-
dian civilians were killed in the
airstrikes, and 10 more were
wounded.

Cambodia defended itself, say-
ing that it had not retaliated
against Thailand, even as it was
under fire.

Thailand’s army later stated that
more than 50,000 people had fled
areas close to the border follow-
ing the renewed strikes. Pheak-
tra also added that tens of thou-
sands of residents were forced to
leave their villages nearby.

Cambodian prime minister
Hun Manet also warned that

Thailand “must not use military
force to attack civilian villages
under the pretext of reclaiming
its sovereignty.” He added that
it is the government’s priority to
both defend its people and “Cam-
bodia’s sovereign territory.”

Renewed tensions
between Thailand
and Cambodia

U.S. President Donald Trump
and Malaysia’s Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim — both of
whom brokered the ceasefire deal
in October — called for Thailand
and Cambodia to cease hostilities.

“We urge both sides to exercise
maximum restraint, maintain
open channels of communication
and make full use of the mecha-
nisms in place,” Anwar said on X.

“Malaysia stands ready to sup-
port steps that can help restore
calm and avert further inci-
dents. Our region cannot afford

Displaced residents evacuate
with their belongings in their
vehicle during clashes along
the Cambodia-Thailand border
in Cambodia's Oddar Meanchey.
province on December 10, 2025.

Half a million evacuees in Cambodia

and Thailand were sheltering in pago-
das, schools and other safe havens on December 10, 2025.
(Image:TANG CHHIN Sothy / AFP via Getty Images)

to see longstanding disputes slip
into cycles of confrontation,” he
added.

Antonio Guterres, Secretary-
General of the United Nations
(UN), urged Cambodia and Thai-
land to prevent escalations.

“The United Nations stands
ready to support all efforts aimed
at promoting peace, stability, and
development in the region,” the
UN said in a statement, add-
ing that the conflict had already
caused “significant civilian cas-
ualties, damage to civilian infra-
structure, and displacement on
both sides of the border.”

Montse Ferrer, regional research
director for Amnesty Interna-
tional, said that renewed attacks
threaten “civilian lives, mass dis-
placement and the destruction of
essential infrastructure,” calling
for both governments to “protect
civilians in line with international
humanitarian law.

Monday’s attacks were the latest
act of violence between Thailand
and Cambodia since a five-day
clash in July, when rockets and
artillery rounds were launched
between the two countries.

The conflict began after a land-
mine blew up along the border,
wounding five Thai soldiers.
What followed was five days of
clashes which killed 48 people,
ultimately ending in an “imme-
diate and unconditional” cease-
fire with negotiations brokered
by Malaysia and the U.S.

In October, an expanded peace
agreement was signed in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, but the imple-
mentation of the deal was sus-
pended by Thailand after another
landmine blast heavily injured
one of its soldiers. Cambodia
has denied responsibility for the
explosion, claiming the mine was
a leftover from previous conflicts.

Hong Kong Fire Death Toll Questioned as Survivors Say Entire Floors “Vanished’

By Cai Siyun
Vision Times

hough Hong Kong author-

ities maintain that 159

people died in the Nov. 26
fire that tore through the Wang
Fuk Court housing complex in
the city’s Tai Po District, survi-
vors, residents, and independent
analysts are questioning that fig-
ure, warning the true death toll
may be far higher — possibly even
exceeding 1,500.

One survivor described devas-
tation so complete that entire res-
idential levels were erased in the
glimpse of an eye. “Entire floors of
people didn’t live or die,” he said.
“They just vanished.”

The blaze broke out on the
afternoon of Nov. 26 and raced
through seven residential towers
within minutes. Official casualty
numbers were released quickly,
but many residents have ques-
tioned how a fire of such scale
and speed could result in such a
relatively low death toll. Survivors
also described a series of com-
pounding hazards that delayed
rescue efforts, including:

o Windows sealed shut with insu-
lation foam
o Exterior walls wrapped in

highly flammable construc-

tion netting
« Fire alarms that never sounded
« Emergency exits reportedly

locked

Smoke surged upward at
extraordinary speed, cutting off
escape routes almost immedi-
ately. Residents said those living
on upper floors had virtually no
chance of survival.

‘Statistically impossible’
Independent commentator Li
Dayu later shared the account of
a resident identified as “A,” who
said the official numbers defy
basic logic. Public records show
that approximately 4,060 people
lived in the affected buildings.
Because Wang Fuk Court has a
large elderly population — and
the fire occurred on a weekday
afternoon — many believe the
number of people inside at the
time was significantly higher than
in other residential areas.
According to “A,” more than
2,600 people were inside the
complex when the fire spread. If
that figure is accurate, the official
death toll implies a survival rate
wildly inconsistent with known
outcomes from comparable high-
rise fires. Yet authorities listed
just 31 people as missing, even

as thousands of missing-person
posts flooded social media in the
days following the disaster.

“A” described the official death
count as “statistically impossi-
ble”, arguing it serves to obscure
construction failures and deflect
accountability.

Scenes of total
destruction

Firefighters who entered the
towers later described devastation
of an extreme nature. Some said
bodies had been reduced to ash,
while others reported encoun-
tering multiple victims on nearly
every floor. Images circulating
online showed charred remains
scattered throughout the wreck-
age.

When residents were later
allowed back into parts of the
complex, many reported an eerie
silence. Apartments that had been
occupied just hours earlier were
now dark, empty, and untouched.

Survivor’s guilt

Among those who escaped was
William Li, a lifelong Wang Fuk
Court resident who has strug-
gled to process what he wit-
nessed. Despite his familiar-
ity with the buildings, Li said
escaping through smoke and

flames was nearly impossible. He
helped two elderly neighbors who
were trapped with him, and the
three waited more than two hours
before being rescued.

Lirejects being labeled a hero. “I
could have saved more,” he said,
adding, “Every time someone
calls me that, my heart breaks.” In
an interview with journalist Chai
Jing, Li revealed he had previously
lived on an upper floor and had
only recently moved to the second
floor — a change he believes may
have saved his life. None of the
neighbors from his former floor
have been heard from since.

For survivors like Li, the pri-

ority now is accountability. “We
need more people to speak out,”
he said. “It’s the only way the
dead will ever receive justice.” As
questions mount over construc-
tion safety, emergency prepared-
ness, and the accuracy of official
reporting, many fear that with-
out transparency, the true scale
of the Wang Fuk Court fires may
never be known.

Authorities have also acknowl-
edged that some victims may
never be formally identified
because their remains were
charred beyond recognition, rais-
ing further concerns of the death
toll’s accuracy.

People react at a park near the Wang Fuk Court in the aftermath of the deadly
fire in Hong Kong's Tai Po district on November 30, 2025 in Hong Kong, China.

EEaHER :604-288-0298

B ieEaR i : van-editor@kzgtimes.com



5972 #A

Dec 12- Dec 18, 2025

B4 Viewpoints

=P =

How China Could React to the
New U.S. National Security Strategy

By Sinolnsider and Leo Timm

he Trump administration
I issued a new National
Security Strategy (NSS)
on Nov. 4, outlining a foreign
policy worldview for Trump’s
second term. The 33-page doc-
ument is sharply critical of the
pre-Trump foreign policy estab-
lishment while reaffirming many
components of Trump’s “Amer-
ica First” doctrine, and includes
notable implications for China,
Europe, and the Indo-Pacific.

Trump’s NSS sharply criticizes
earlier American policy. The doc-
ument accuses “American foreign
policy elites” of convincing them-
selves that “permanent American
domination of the entire world”
— a goal the NSS calls “funda-
mentally undesirable and impos-
sible” — served U.S. interests.

The NSS opens with a sweeping
critique of the “American foreign
policy elites” who, in Trump’s tell-
ing, misguidedly pursued “per-
manent American domination of
the entire world,” a goal he deems
both “undesirable and impossi-
ble.” The document argues that
earlier strategies hollowed out
America’s middle class and indus-
trial base, forced the U.S. to shoul-
der defense burdens for allies,
entangled Washington in “con-
flicts and controversies” periph-
eral to core interests, and bound
U.S. policy to international insti-
tutions characterized by “transna-
tionalism” and even “anti-Amer-
icanism.”

Against this backdrop, the NSS
reiterates Trump’s priorities:
securing the nation against mil-
itary attack and hostile foreign
influence; achieving “full border
control”; restoring U.S. industrial
and energy strength; maintain-
ing overwhelming superiority in
defense, nuclear capabilities, and
missile defense; and reinforcing
America’s scientific, technolog-
ical, and “soft power” edge. The
document also stresses the “res-

toration and reinvigoration of
American spiritual and cultural
health.”

Reshaping the US
foreign policy outlook

Its list of core foreign-policy
interests spans multiple regions.
In the Western Hemisphere, the
U.S.

seeks stability sufficient to pre-
vent mass migration, coopera-
tion against transnational crim-
inal networks, protection of
supply chains, and exclusion of
“hostile foreign incursion” from
the region — summarized as a
“Trump Corollary” to the Monroe
Doctrine. In the Indo-Pacific, the
NSS prioritizes halting economic
harm inflicted by foreign actors,
preserving freedom of naviga-
tion, and securing access to crit-
ical materials.

In Europe, Washington pledges
support for allies’ freedom and
security while encouraging a
revival of Western identity. In
the Middle East, the U.S. aims to
prevent any adversary from dom-
inating vital energy resources or
chokepoints while avoiding “for-
ever wars.” And globally, Wash-
ington is focused on ensuring
that U.S. technology and stand-
ards, especially in Al biotech, and
quantum computing, continue to
lead the world.

China occupies a significant,
though relatively moderate, part
of this framework. The NSS calls
for rebalancing the economic rela-
tionship “prioritizing reciproc-
ity and fairness to restore Amer-
ican economic independence,”
with “balanced” trade focused on
non-sensitive areas. The Trump
administration vows to end pred-
atory subsidies, unfair trade prac-
tices, intellectual property theft,
threats to supply chains, fenta-
nyl precursor exports, and prop-
aganda or influence operations.
The NSS also calls on treaty allies
and partners to help counter Chi-
na’s “predatory economic prac-
tices,” while urging improved

relations with India and coordi-
nation with the Quad.

The document notes that
America’s current account defi-
cit is “unsustainable” and advises
encouraging Europe, Japan,
Korea, Australia, Canada, Mex-
ico, and others to help “rebalance
China’s economy toward con-
sumption,” arguing that South-
east Asia, Latin America, and
the Middle East cannot absorb
China’s industrial overcapacity.

Taiwan remains a priority, with
the NSS declaring that “deterring
a conflict over Taiwan, ideally by
preserving military overmatch, is
a priority.” Washington reiterates
that it does not support unilateral
changes to the status quo in the
Taiwan Strait, and it urges Japan,
South Korea, Australia, and Tai-
wan to boost defense spending.
The U.S. also intends to harden
its military posture in the West-
ern Pacific.

On the “Global South,” the NSS
concedes that the U.S. and allies
“have not yet formulated, much
less executed,” a coherent strategy.

Europe receives some of the
harshest criticism. The NSS warns
that the continent faces “civili-
zational erasure” due to migra-
tion policies, EU-driven transna-
tionalism, censorship of dissent,
declining birthrates, and an ero-
sion of national identity. The U.S.
seeks an “expeditious cessation of
hostilities in Ukraine” to stabilize
Europe and restore strategic pre-
dictability with Russia. The NSS
warns that many European gov-
ernments hold “unrealistic expec-
tations” for the Ukraine conflict
while suppressing opposition, and
it rejects the notion of NATO asa
perpetually expanding alliance.
How Beijing likely
views the NSS

From Beijing’s perspective,
Trump’s new NSS is both reas-
suring and troubling.

The encouraging elements stem
from the NSS’s “America First”
orientation and implicit retreat

from the U.S. role as “global
policeman.” This would align
with the CCP’s strategic ambi-
tions: advancing its “commu-
nity of shared future for man-
kind,” promoting multilateralism,
expanding influence in the Global
South, and strengthening control
over international institutions
like the UN. A United States more
focused on domestic renewal and
the Western Hemisphere creates
openings for China to increase its
global footprint.

Beijing may also welcome the
NSS’s more moderate tone on
China. Unlike Trump’s first-term
documents, the NSS from his sec-
ond term avoids ideological con-
frontation and confines its dis-
cussion of China largely to the
economic domain. The restrained
language signals respect for the
current U.S.—China détente estab-
lished in Busan in October, when
Trump met with Chinese leader
Xi Jinping. This gives Beijing
breathing room to focus on press-
ing domestic challenges, includ-
ing continued political purges,
“self-revolution” campaigns
within the CCP, and efforts to
stabilize an ailing economy.

But other elements of the NSS
will unsettle Beijing. The empha-
sis on deterring a conflict over
Taiwan, preserving U.S. mili-
tary superiority, encouraging
higher defense spending among
Indo-Pacific allies, and fortifying
U.S. positions in the First Island
Chain directly complicate the
PLA’s invasion planning. Wash-
ington’s reaffirmation of its oppo-
sition to unilateral changes to the
status quo effectively challenges
Beijing’s sovereignty claims.

Meanwhile, America’s intensi-
tied focus on countering hostile
influence in the Western Hem-
isphere undermines the CCP’s
efforts to gain leverage in Latin
America and Canada. Beijing has
long sought to “encircle” the U.S.
through commercial ties, elite
capture, infrastructure projects,
and disinformation, but the NSS

www.VisionTimes.com

signals greater scrutiny of such
activity.

How Beijing is

likely to respond

Because the CCP does not
want to rupture the détente —
especially while Trump appears
politically secure — Beijing will
likely adopt a cautious, calibrated
response.

In the near term:

Propaganda and diplomatic
messaging will criticize NSS ele-
ments near Beijing’s “red lines,”
especially Taiwan, while contin-
uing to promote Chinese nar-
ratives on multilateralism and
global governance. The intensity
of such messaging will remain
limited.

Military signaling in the East
and South China Seas is likely to
increase. Recent reports already
indicate heightened PLA Navy
and Coast Guard deployments
across the Yellow Sea, East China
Sea, South China Sea, and into
the Pacific.

Efforts to divide Europe and
the U.S. will accelerate, exploit-
ing the NSS’s harsh tone toward
Europe. Xi Jinping’s red-carpet
diplomacy during Emmanuel
Macron’s December visit illus-
trates this push. Similar gestures
are expected toward upcoming
visitors like UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer. Economic weakness
in Europe and growing corporate
dependence on China, driven by
local-content rules and the shift
of manufacturing capacity into
the PRC, give Beijing short-term
leverage.

Yet Beijing’s long-term prospects
in Europe remain limited. Euro-
pean governments are increas-
ingly wary of China’s support for
Russia, its espionage and influence
operations, industrial overcapac-
ity, and tightening export controls.
Many capitals may prefer to wait
out Trump’s second term rather
than gamble on a pivot toward
China. Even Macron’s high-profile
visit yielded cooperation agree-
ments but no major trade conces-
sions — reflecting China’s con-
strained economic capacity.

Sinolnsider is a New York-based
China political risk consultancy
that specializes in analyzing and
forecasting Chinese elite politics.

Secrets of Tiananmen: Massacre on the Streets, Money Transfers in the Regime

By Dan Fengchen
Political Commentator

n June 4, 1989, the Chi-
nese government carried
out a large-scale crack-

down centered on Tiananmen
Square that spread across multiple
districts of Beijing. The incident
shocked observers both inside and
outside China. The impact can be
understood in three main points.

First, despite its stated mission of
“serving the people,” the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) ordered
the military, China’s “People’s Lib-
eration Army,” to use lethal force
against unarmed students and res-
idents whose demands focused on
anti-corruption and calls for polit-
ical reform.

On May 17, 1989, Deng Xiaop-
ing ordered martial law in Beijing.
Four days later, seven senior PLA
generals, including Zhang Aiping,
jointly submitted a letter opposing
the use of military force. General
Xu Qinxian, commander of the
elite 38th Army, refused orders
to deploy his troops with heavy
weaponry to the capital, and was
court-martialed as a result.

Their reaction reflected
strong concern about the
consequences of deploy-
ing the army against civilians.

Although the PLA had previ-

ously carried out deadly opera-
tions in Tibet and Xinjiang, those
events drew limited international
attention due to geographic iso-
lation.

The events in Beijing, however,
quickly became known worldwide
and caused global alarm.

According to various estimates,
thousands to over 20,000 people
lost their lives during the Tian-
anmen Square Massacre.

Inside and outside the ‘red
walls’ of Zhongnanhai

Less known is what occurred
inside Zhongnanhai — the CCP’s
leadership compound in the For-
bidden City palace complex —
during the same period. While
soldiers were deployed across Bei-
jing, accounts suggest that senior
officials inside the compound were
focused on transferring assets
overseas.

The story begins with Swit-
zerland, one of the first West-
ern nations to recognize Beijing.
Because of its neutrality, Switzer-
land became a trusted diplomatic
and financial channel for Chinese
officials. Even during the Cultural
Revolution, Swiss diplomats were
able to keep limited access to Chi-
nese officials and continued pro-
ducing political and social reports.

Around the time of the Tian-

anmen crackdown, a Swiss dip-
lomat’s observations appeared in
1989 Canadian government cables.
These documents revealed previ-
ously unknown details about CCP
leadership activity.

One passage from the cable
was particularly striking:

A Swiss ambassador, described
as a longtime observer of China,
privately told Canadian officials
that nearly every member of the
Politburo Standing Committee
had approached him in recent
months seeking help transferring
large sums to Swiss bank accounts.
He asked that the matter be kept
strictly confidential.

Canadian Department of For-
eign Affairs cables from 1989 con-
tained similar notes indicating
that a Swiss diplomat had reported
repeated asset-transfer requests
from senior CCP leaders.

If the timeline described in the
cables is accurate, the requests
began well before martial law
was declared, suggesting that top
leaders were preparing to move
assets overseas weeks or months
in advance.

The phrase “nearly every Stand-
ing Committee member” implies
systematic rather than individual
actions. It also indicates a deep
lack of confidence among senior

officials regarding China’s polit-
ical stability.

Diplomatic cables typically do
not include unverifiable details
such as exact names or amounts,
so the absence of such specifics is
not unusual.

Still, the image of senior officials
lining up to transfer money abroad
on the eve of a national crisis pre-
sents a striking contrast: tanks in
the streets, and asset flight inside
the leadership compound.

Additional accounts and
diplomatic recollections

The following information does
not appear in the official Cana-
dian cables but was shared later by
diplomats, researchers, and finan-
cial professionals familiar with the
period:

Family members, rather than
the officials themselves, often
approached diplomats. Canadian
and British officials noted that
spouses, children, or relatives fre-
quently acted as intermediaries,
consistent with common prac-
tices of financial secrecy among
elite families.Some intermediaries
asked whether documents could
be transported using Swiss diplo-
matic pouches, which are exempt
from inspection.

At least one senior official
inquired aboutlong-term residency

in Switzerland, suggesting con-
tingency planning for relocation.

Swiss diplomats reportedly told
their Canadian counterparts that
CCP leaders feared internal power
struggles more than student dem-
onstrations. One recalled: “The
fear was not directed at the dem-
onstrators, but at each other.”

Financial professionals in Hong
Kong and Switzerland have noted
a surge in applications for num-
bered accounts during this period,
aligning with heightened political
uncertainty in Beijing.

For decades, Swiss diplomats
maintained unusually close access
to CCP leadership, enabling rare
insight into political behavior at
the highest levels.

Taken together, these accounts
suggest that the “fund transfer
rush” of 1989 was part of a broader
pattern: senior officials preparing
for worst-case scenarios and seek-
ing security outside China.

The contrast remains stark: while
the military confronted civilians
in the streets, senior leaders were
focused on safeguarding family
assets abroad.

Expanding bullets, tanks, bank
transfers, and emigration plans
formed two parallel narratives on
the eve of June 4, one outside the
“red walls,” and one within.
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Unuoeiling the Compassion of

"ning

N the Ocean’'s Giants

he vast oceans are home to
some of the planet’s most
intelligent and socially

complex creatures— whales.
Often perceived merely as majes-
tic giants of the sea, these remark-
able animals possess a depth of
emotional intelligence that is fre-
quently underestimated.

Recent research has shed light
on the neurological structures
that underpin their capacity for
compassion, such as spindle cells
and mirror neurons, which are
associated with empathy and
altruistic behavior.

This article explores the intri-
cate world of whale intelligence,
highlighting their remarkable
capacity for compassion, social
learning, and the unique behav-
iors exhibited by different whale
species, particularly orcas. Under-
standing these facets enriches our
appreciation of these creatures
and underscores the importance
of their conservation in our rap-
idly changing marine ecosystems.

The science of
compassion and
whale intelligence

At the heart of whale compas-
sion lies the fascinating science
of their brain structure. Spindle
cells, also known as von Economo
neurons, are specialized cells
found in the brains of certain
animals, including whales. These
cells are believed to play a cru-
cial role in social and emotional
processing, allowing for complex
social interactions and empa-
thetic responses.

Spindle cells are linked to the
ability to experience and recog-
nize emotions in others, suggest-
ing that whales possess a profound
capacity for empathy. According
to a study published in the jour-
nal New Scientist: “Brain cells
linked with intelligence and con-
sidered unique to the great apes

(and humans) have
now been found in
whales...”

Mirror neurons,
another critical component of
whale intelligence, enable these
animals to understand the actions
and emotions of others by mir-
roring their behaviors. This neu-
rological phenomenon is essen-
tial for social learning, allowing
whales to learn from one another
and adapt their behaviors accord-
ingly.

Marine biologist Dr. Hal White-
head believes that empathizing
and understanding others is cru-
cial for the survival of social spe-
cies like whales, as it fosters coop-
eration and strengthens social
bonds.

Altruism in the
ocean: Case studies

Whales are not only intelligent;
they also demonstrate remarkable
altruism. One striking example
involves pilot whales, which have
been observed rescuing sharks
from orca attacks. In a docu-
mented incident, a group of pit
whales intervened when an orca
pod attacked a sea dog, show-
casing a level of compassion that
challenges our understanding of
animal behavior. This interven-
tion suggests that these whales
recognize distress in another spe-
cies and are willing to risk their
own safety to help.

Such behaviors have significant
implications for our understand-
ing of whale intelligence. They
indicate that whales are capable
of not only individual survival
instincts but also an awareness
of the suffering of others.

According to Dr. Lori Marino,
a neuroscientist, animal behavior
expert, and whale advocate, these
altruistic acts highlight the com-
plex social structures and emo-
tional lives of whales, revealing a

&=
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depth of intelligence that i

is often overlooked.

The social learning
of orcas

Among the most intelligent
whale species are orcas, or killer
whales, known for their sophisti-
cated social structures and learn-
ing capabilities. Orcas exhibit a
remarkable ability to learn both
individually and collectively,
passing knowledge from gener-
ation to generation. This social
learning is crucial for their sur-
vival, allowing them to adapt
to changing environments and
hunting strategies.

Research has
shown that orca
pods develop
unique dialects
and hunting
techniques specific
to their group.
For example,
some pods have
been observed
using cooperative
hunting strategies,
where individuals
work together to
herd fish into tight
groups for easier

capture.

This knowledge is not only
learned through observation
but is also culturally transmit-
ted, ensuring that the techniques
are passed down through gener-
ations.

“They often communicate
within the group, for example,

www.VisionTimes.com

Intelligence

while hunting or with juve-

niles. They also inter-

" act with other Kkiller

whale pods. The lan-

guage used by the var-

ious groups even varies slightly,

similarly to our dialects,” says

Prof. Dr. Elmar Noth, Chair of

Computer Science 5 (Pattern Rec-

ognition) at Friedrich-Alexander-
Universitat.

Unique behaviors
of orca groups

Focusing on the social dynam-
ics of orcas, one particularly
intriguing group consists of 11
individuals that exhibit unique
behaviors distinct from other
pods. This group has been
observed engaging in synchro-
nized swimming, vocalizations,
and even playful interactions
that are not commonly seen in
other orca populations. These
behaviors suggest a rich cultural
tapestry within the group, indic-
ative of their social bonds and
shared experiences.

The study of this group high-
lights how orcas possess distinct
personalities and social struc-
tures, much like humans. Their
unique behaviors provide insight
into the complexities of orca cul-
ture and the importance of social
relationships in their lives.

Implications for
conservation
and research

Recognizing the intelligence
and compassion of whales has
profound implications for con-
servation efforts. As we deepen
our understanding of these ani-
mals, it becomes increasingly
clear that their social structures
and emotional lives are intri-
cately linked to their survival.
Protecting their habitats and
ensuring the health of marine
ecosystems is essential for main-

By Hermann Rohr

taining the delicate balance that
allows these creatures to thrive.

Moreover, this knowledge can
inform policy decisions and con-
servation strategies, emphasizing
the need for a holistic approach
that considers whale populations’
emotional and social aspects. As
Dr. Richard Ellis notes: “Con-
servation efforts must evolve to
reflect the complexity of whale
intelligence and the crucial role
these animals play in ocean
health.” (Ellis, 2012).

Conclusion

Whales’ deep compassion and
intelligence are undeniable, yet
they remain largely underesti-
mated. These ocean giants chal-
lenge our perceptions of ani-
mal intelligence, from their
unique neurological structures
that facilitate empathy to their
remarkable social learning and
altruistic behaviors.

As we continue to explore the
depths of whale behavior and
culture, we must advocate for
their conservation and protec-
tion. By recognizing the pro-
found emotional lives of these
creatures, we can foster a deeper
respect for the oceans and the
magnificent beings that inhabit
them.

The call to action is clear: fur-
ther research and conservation
initiatives are essential to ensure
that future generations can con-
tinue to marvel at the compas-
sionate intelligence of whales.
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to read more articles like this!
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