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Japanese Semiconductor Curbs
Expose China’s Strategic Weakness

Tokyo’s dominance in key parts of chip supply chain give it leverage against CCP diplomatic pressure

By Yang Tianzi
Vision Times

lated tensions with Commu-

nist China, Japan has initi-
ated a series of export controls
and service withdrawals target-
ing the Chinese semiconductor
industry. By leveraging its dom-
inance in the field of photore-
sists, Japan is able to check Bei-
jing’s diplomatic and economic
pressure.

Tensions between China and
Japan have deepened sharply
since November. On Nov. 7
Japan’s new prime minister Sanae
Takaichi said that a blockade or
invasion by Beijing could con-
stitute a “survival-threatening
crisis” for Japan — triggering
the Self-Defense Forces’ right to
intervene.

For the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP), Taiwan is a sensi-
tive political issue, given that is
where the Nationalist Chinese
government — the Republic of
China — retreated to after los-
ing mainland China to the com-
munists in 1949. Beijing claims
Taiwan as a sovereign part of its
own People’s Republic but has
never governed the island, which
is home to around 23 million.

While consistent with Japan’s
long-standing security doc-
trine, such explicit language
expressing clear military sup-
port for Taiwan is rarely seen
among Japanese officials. Beijing
reacted sharply, issuing a travel
warning for Japan and began
cutting commercial flights at a
sweeping scale. Meanwhile, the
CCP’s propaganda organs issued
threats against Japan and Takai-
chi, and claimed that her cabinet
represented a regression back to
the militarism of Imperial Japan
in World War II.

I n response to weeks of esca-

China’s semiconductor
dependence

Japan controls over 90 percent
of the global supply of several
essential photoresists, including
advanced EUV (extreme ultravi-
olet) resists used for 7-nanometer
chips and below. It also provides
the majority of ArF and KrF
DUV (deep ultraviolet) resists,
used for mass-market chips still
central to industrial electron-

ics, cars, and telecommunica-
tions equipment.

A tiny vial of photoresist material, controlled by Japan, sits atop a stack of
advanced microchips, symbolizing Tokyo's new leverage against Beijing's ris-
ing diplomatic and military pressure. (AdobeStock)

Beginning in early November,
Japanese companies withdrew
local service teams from main-
land facilities, tightened export
approval processes, and began
suspending maintenance for
lithography machines in Chi-
nese fabs. According to industry
sources in Tokyo, the decisions
were coordinated with Japan’s
Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry (METI), which later
placed 12 sensitive semiconduc-
tor materials under export con-
trol, affecting 42 Chinese firms.

Data released by Nikkei Asia
showed that exports by Shin-Etsu
Chemical — a major supplier of
silicon wafers and resists — fell 42
percent year-on-year in the third
quarter. Meanwhile, Canon and
Nikon adopted stricter review
standards for servicing lithogra-
phy equipment, a move that Chi-
nese chip analysts estimate leaves
many fabrication plants with three
to six months of critical spare parts.

Japan did not frame the meas-
ures as sanctions. Officials
described them as “supply-chain
security adjustments,” but the
impact has been immediate and
far-reaching.

Despite more than 300 bil-
lion RMB invested through
Beijing’s “Big Fund” programs,
China remains heavily depend-
ent on foreign semiconductor
equipment. In 2024, China pur-
chased $41 billion of chipmak-
ing tools — 40 percent of global

demand — yet domestic equip-
ment accounted for just 11.3 per-
cent of total purchases.

Lithography tools remain a
critical bottleneck. According
to a 2025 report by the Center
for Security and Emerging Tech-
nology (CSET):

ASML holds 79 percent of Chi-
na’s lithography-machine mar-
ket, while Japanese suppliers
hold 17 percent. Meanwhile,
Chinese domestic lithography
machines account for only 4 per-
cent, mostly low-end models.

Contrast with US
chip controls

While U.S. export restrictions —
especially those involving ASMLs
EUV systems — have long posed
challenges for China’s high-end
chip ambitions, Japanese measures
affectan even broader range of pro-
duction lines. Japan dominates not
only advanced materials but also
mainstream DUV processes cru-
cial to consumer electronics and
automotive components.

Where U.S. controls focus
mainly on cutting-edge military-
relevant chips, Japan’s restric-
tions touch the core of Chi-
na’s manufacturing ecosystem,
increasing costs and threaten-
ing production capacity at the
28-nm to 90-nm nodes widely
used across industries.

Analysts say this is the
first time Tokyo has directly
wielded its semiconductor lev-
erage. “Japan didn’t make a loud

announcement, but the effect is
significant,” said a senior indus-
try strategist at a Tokyo think
tank. “These materials are not
interchangeable. If Japan slows
exports, China’s fabs slow down.”

Setback for China’s
semiconductor ambitions

Japan’s actions highlight struc-
tural vulnerabilities that China
has struggled to address. Devel-
oping photoresists, optics, and
high-precision lithography com-
ponents requires cumulative
research networks that no coun-
try can build quickly.

Some Chinese semiconduc-
tor experts have described the
challenges openly on domestic
forums. “Scientific capability is
not a goal you reach — it is an
ecosystem you cultivate,” wrote
one researcher at a state-funded
institute. “China’s semiconduc-
tor ecosystem is not yet mature
enough to reproduce Japan’s or
the Netherlands’”

Industry researchers argue that
replacing Japanese photoresists
and optics is especially diffi-
cult because their development
requires decades of materials-
science expertise and long-term
collaboration between chemi-
cal companies, fabs, and tool-
makers.

“China may have resources,
but it can’t compress 30 years of
incremental research into a five-
year plan,” said a Beijing-based
semiconductor consultant who
requested anonymity due to
political sensitivity.

Beijing’s coercion
yields limited results

As Japan’s semiconductor
restrictions unfolded, Beijing
launched several measures aimed
at signaling displeasure. Author-
ities issued travel alerts warn-
ing Chinese travelers against vis-
iting Japan, and major airlines
offered free refunds for trips
booked through December. Chi-
nese state media reported that
nearly 491,000 tickets had been
canceled.

However, coverage by Asahi
Shimbun and NHK found that
flights from Shanghai to Tokyo and
Osaka remained full through mid-
November. Many Chinese tourists
interviewed said they were aware of
political tensions but did not view
them as relevant to personal travel

plans. One graduate from Shang-
hai told reporters that Japan “feels
safe, even safer than home.”
Japanese tourism operators
confirmed the mixed impact.
While some cancellations
occurred, the gap was quickly
filled by a surge in arrivals
from Taiwan. Travel data from
regional airports in Kyushu and
Kansai showed that Taiwanese
visitor numbers rose sharply
after Beijing’s travel warnings.

Japan wins domestic and
foreign approval in face
of Communist China

Takaichi’s conservative secu-
rity stance is resonating widely,
especially among younger vot-
ers who increasingly question the
pacifistic laws in Japan’s postwar
constitution in the face of Com-
munist China’s growing military
power and belligerence.

For the ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party, support from
younger voters represents a polit-
ical breakthrough.

According to a Yomiuri Shim-
bun national poll, Takaichi
enjoyed 64 percent approval
among voters aged 18-39, while
the number was 43 percent
among those aged 60 or older.

Younger Japanese grew up dur-
ing China’s rise and view Beijing
through the lens of contempo-
rary geopolitics rather than the
post-World War II framework
in which Japan was a defeated
aggressor. Their concerns are
connected to the increasing PRC
military activity around Japan’s
islands, the unruly behavior of
some Chinese visitors in Japan,
and rising property prices linked
to foreign buyers, many of whom
are wealthy Chinese with con-
nections to the Communist
Party.

U.S. Ambassador to Japan
Rahm Emanuel also delivered
unusually direct backing: “The
President, I, and the embassy
all support the Prime Minister’s
position.”

The statement reinforced the
impression of alignment within
the U.S.-Japan alliance on Tai-
wan, adding another layer of
legitimacy to Takaichi’s stance.

On Dec. 2, U.S. President
Donald Trump signed the Tai-
wan Assurance Implementation
Act into law, requiring the U.S.
State Department to review and
update its guidelines for U.S.
engagements with Taiwan at
least once every five years. The
measure is designed to deepen
the U.S.-Taiwan relationship in
the absence of formal diplomatic
relations.

Leo Timm contributed to this report.
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Hong Kong’s Worst Fire in Decades Exposes Deep
Structural Failure

By Xiao Ran and Vision Times Staff

ong Kong is observing
three days of mourn-
ing following one of the

city’s deadliest fires in decades.
The blaze, which swept through
multiple residential blocks in Tai
Po’s Wang Fuk Court on Nov. 26,
has claimed 159 lives as of Dec.
3. Among the victims were a fire-
fighter and two Indonesian domes-
tic workers.

The fire spread rapidly along
the exterior of seven buildings,

generating intense heat that
prevented first responders from
approaching for several hours.
The alarm level was raised to the
highest tier at 6:22 p.m., and fire
services concluded rescue and
suppression efforts at 10:18 a.m.
on Nov. 28.

Government flags were lowered
to half-staff starting Nov. 29, and
condolence books were opened
across all 18 districts.

At the same time, the Independ-
ent Commission Against Corrup-
tion (ICAC) launched an investi-
gation into suspected irregularities
connected to the estate’s major
repair projects. Eight individuals
were arrested, including directors
of the consulting firm managing
the renovation, project managers,
subcontractors, and a middleman.

Painful memories for
overseas Hongkongers

The disaster has resonated
strongly among Hongkongers liv-
ing abroad, particularly in Can-
ada, where nearly 300,000 citizens
of Hong Kong origin reside. Many
recalled earlier tragedies, includ-
ing the 1996 Garley Building fire.

Former lawmaker Andrew To said
he was “deeply shaken,” pointing to
the longstanding absence of auto-
matic sprinkler systems in older
high-rise buildings. Leaders of the
Hong Kong-Canada Association
expressed concern that the inci-
dent reflects recurring issues such
as bid-rigging, cost-cutting, and
the use of substandard materials.

Authorities believe the fire orig-
inated on exterior scaffolding.
However, several experts said the
rapid spread was intensified by
low-grade dust-control nets and
combustible facade panels.

Hong Kong Parliamentary
Assembly Speaker Kenneth
Cheung told Vision Times that
the nets “should never have been
used in an occupied estate,” noting
they lacked flame-retardant qual-
ities and produced toxic smoke.
Engineer Walter Wong also said

nylon nets, rather than bamboo
scaffolding, which is commonly
used in Hong Kong, were the pri-
mary accelerant, adding that bam-
boo is considerably less flammable.

A woman weeps near the still-burning residential blocks of Wang Fuk Court in Tai

Po on Nov. 27.

The green exterior scaffolding nets (dust-control nets) were questioned as the
primary cause of the rapid spread of the blaze (fire).
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Several blocks of Wang Fuk Court stand charred and severely damaged after the fire.

Both argued that the incident
underscored deeper material-
sourcing and regulatory issues.

Power networks behind
the repair contracts

Cheung said the root problem lies
in the system that allowed unsafe
materials to be installed. Accord-
ing to him, building management
committees — many dominated
by pro-Communist Party figures
— control large repair funds col-
lected from residents, influencing
which contractors and materials
are selected.

“This is why the quality col-
lapses,” he said. “It’s a chain of
decisions, not an accident.”

Cheung also raised concerns
about aspects of the emergency
response. He questioned reports
of silent fire alarms, the absence
of aerial water support, and the
appearance of mainland emer-
gency vehicles despite differences
in communication and medical
systems. He cautioned that rou-
tinely involving mainland agen-
cies in local responses could pose
operational risks.

Residents had reportedly com-
plained for years about unsafe
dust nets, but their warnings
went unanswered, reflecting what
Cheung described as a focus on
“stability maintenance” over pub-
lic safety.

Scapegoating bamboo
scaffolding

In the aftermath, some com-
mentary suggested that bamboo
scaffolding was to blame. Cheung
disputed this, saying bamboo
remains structurally sound and

Wang Fuk Court blaze sending thick smoke and heavy flames into the air.

did not significantly contribute to
the blaze, while the fagade materi-
als burned away. He warned that
prohibiting bamboo could lead to
wider adoption of metal scaffold-
ing supplied by mainland com-
panies, further shaping the con-
tracting landscape.

As the investigation continues,
residents are demanding clarity
on several issues:

Why were non-compliant nylon
nets used in a residential estate?

Why did oversight mechanisms
fail?

Why did fire alarms not acti-
vate?

Why were rescue protocols
adjusted?

Overseas Hongkongers say the
broader question is whether Hong
Kong can maintain the standards
that once distinguished it from
mainland Chinese practices.

Cheung summed up the con-
cerns bluntly: “This wasn’t an
accident. It was the result of
many people choosing not to take
responsibility.”
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Hongkongers observe mourning for
the victims and pray for them.
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Why Beijing
Continues
to Target
Shen Yun

After Two
Decades

By Vision Times Staff

hen Shen Yun Performing Arts
was first established, Chinese
authorities believed they had

devised a plan to push the company out
of the international arts scene: they mobi-
lized roughly 60 state-backed troupes to
compete with Shen Yun overseas, hoping
to overwhelm the market.

Meanwhile, Shen Yun—now approaching
its 20th anniversary—continues to draw
sold-out theaters worldwide each season.
This contrast raises two questions: Why
has the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
repeatedly attempted to block Shen Yun,
and how has the company earned such wide
global acclaim? The answers, observers say,
are closely connected.

CCP’s underlying fear

Beijing’s hostility toward Shen Yun began
even before officials knew the full content
of the performance. The show features clas-
sical Chinese dance, ethnic and folk tradi-
tions from more than 50 minority groups,
and story-based pieces portraying emper-

ors, heroes, and historical themes that the
CCP haslong sought to suppress or rewrite.
It also includes bel canto vocal pieces with
lyrics referencing spirituality, creation, or
moral reflection—elements that contradict
the CCP’s officially atheist ideology.

At the core of Beijing’s objections is one
fact: Shen Yun’s artists practice Falun Gong,
also known as Falun Dafa—a peaceful spir-
itual discipline centered on the principles
of Truthfulness, Compassion, and Forbear-
ance. Although Falun Gong is freely prac-
ticed in many countries, China requires
all religious activity to be state-controlled.
Since 1999, Falun Gong practitioners inside
China have faced severe persecution.

Human rights organizations and The
Epoch Times have documented large-
scale detentions, forced labor, torture, ide-
ological coercion, and allegations of forced
organ harvesting. The persecution contin-
ues today.

Falun Gong spread widely in China
during the 1990s, with government esti-

B4 Viewpoints

Commemorating Forced Organ
Harvesting and the Cold Genocide of
Falun Gong Practitioners

Online Seminars | December 9th & 10th, 2025 | 11am-3pm EST

A commemorative series on Crimes Against Humanity in China
hosted by Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting
on the anniversaries of the Genocide Convention and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Distinguished guests and leading specialists will address
religious freedom, freedom of expression, the rule of law, and
democracy, while offering actionable solutions to prevent
further abuses in China and worldwide.

Register Here:
https://tinyurl.com/dafohreg
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mates placing the number of practition-
ers between 70 million and 100 million by
the late decade. Former CCP leader Jiang
Zemin launched the crackdown in 1999,
driven by what insiders describe as deep
personal hostility and political motives to
reinforce his power.

Many Shen Yun artists have personal ties
to this persecution. Some have relatives who
were detained or tortured; others fled China
at great risk. For some younger perform-
ers, parents or grandparents were impris-
oned for their belief, shattering previously
stable families.

“The performance
prompts deep reflection
about identity and
shared humanity.”

Preity Upala, = 4
former

Miss Indlia

International

b

www.VisionTimes.com

ing public criticism.

In some cases, the pressure succeeded.
In 2019, Madrid’s Royal Theatre abruptly
canceled Shen Yun after confidential dis-
cussions with the Chinese embassy. A non-
profit later recorded the Chinese ambas-
sador saying he warned theater executives
not to risk losing access to China’s mar-
ket. In South Korea, Shen Yun has repeat-
edly faced venue cancellations or rejec-
tions, and in 2023, the Chinese embassy
publicly acknowledged lobbying state-run
broadcasters and institutions to prevent
the company from performing.

Chinese agencies have also circulated
misinformation claiming, for example,
that the Beijing Dance Academy invented
classical Chinese dance—despite the art
form’s ancient origins. The CCP has used
automated online accounts to spread neg-
ative commentary about Shen Yun.

More recently, theaters hosting Shen Yun
have received fake bomb threats, includ-
ing at Washington D.C.s Kennedy Center

in February. Authorities have traced

Falun Gong has since spread to more than
100 countries. A former Chinese diplomat,
Chen Yonglin, who defected in 2005, tes-
tified that the practice’s global resilience
deeply unsettled senior Party officials. Chen
said Beijing views Falun Gong as its great-
est ideological threat—and considers the
persecution unsuccessful because adher-
ents continue peaceful appeals and refuse
to renounce their belief.

Escalating pressure overseas

According to internal accounts cited by
The Epoch Times, Xi Jinping has expressed
frustration that Falun Gong remains
active overseas and that Shen Yun con-
tinues to flourish internationally. CCP offi-
cials abroad are reportedly instructed to
shield Xi from Falun Gong-related activ-
ities or Shen Yun advertisements when-
ever he travels.

A whistleblower said thatin 2022, Xi con-
vened key agencies and ordered a renewed
campaign targeting overseas Falun Gong
communities, with Shen Yun as a primary
focus. China’s Ministry of State Security
led the effort, supported by at least 14 gov-
ernment departments, including the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Cul-
ture, United Front Work Department,
cyberspace regulators, and the extralegal
“610 Office”—an agency created in 1999
to oversee the persecution of Falun Gong.

Shen Yun performers have documented
numerous incidents of harassment, includ-
ing slashed tour-bus tires and death threats.
Mechanics found that tires had been appar-
ently sabotaged in ways designed to cause
catastrophic failure at highway speeds.

For years, Chinese diplomats have pres-
sured foreign theaters to cancel Shen
Yun, especially in Europe. Some officials
attempted to persuade national theaters
or government bodies directly, prompt-

?'h’ many such threats to actors
linked to China.
: a4 - Why audiences
f“ " .. respond to Shen Yun
e Since 2006, The Epoch

Times has collected thousands
of audience reactions, which are over-
whelmingly positive. Viewers frequently
praise Shen Yun’s artistry, technical skill,
and dedication to reviving traditional cul-
ture. The production includes around 20
pieces featuring classical dance, ethnic and
folk styles, story-based vignettes, and orig-
inal vocal music. Its patented digital back-
drop, live orchestra blending Eastern and
Western instruments, and vivid storytell-
ing have become trademarks.

International figures have also voiced
admiration. Company executive Frédéric
Etienne described Shen Yun as “magnif-
icent and full of emotion.” Former Miss
India International Preity Upala said
the performance prompts deep reflec-
tion about identity and shared human-
ity. Former Argentine vice president Car-
los Ruckauf called it “extraordinary” and
commended its portrayal of resistance to
communism.

Chinese audience members—despite
being a minority overseas—often express
surprise and gratitude after seeing cultural
traditions banned or altered in China. One
young man from mainland China said
the performance felt like a lifeline “pull-
ing him out of confusion,” inspiring him
to reexamine the historical narratives he
grew up with.

Analysts say many viewers find Shen Yun
powerful precisely because it presents a
China distinct from the CCP—a civili-
zation shaped by spirituality, moral val-
ues, and artistic refinement. Rick Fisher,
a senior fellow at the International Assess-
ment and Strategy Center, said the show
demonstrates “a China that can coexist
peacefully with the world, not a China at
war with it.”

As Shen Yun marks its 20th year, efforts
to obstruct it continue—but so does its
global influence.
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Screen Legends

AUDREY
HEPBURN

By Vision Times News

ho is the most beautiful
woman in the world?
Beauty is subjective,

with no absolute standard, and
even artificial intelligence or Google
searches can’t provide a consistent
answer. But for many, the legendary
star Audrey Hepburn is the defini-
tive choice. As the eternal princess
in the film Roman Holiday, Hep-
burn left an enduring mark. “The
best thing to hold onto in life is each
other,” she once said. Loved by the
world of fashion, Hepburn embod-
ied elegance, poise, courage, joy, and
kindness. She transformed an ordi-
nary life into an extraordinary leg-
end.

An angel among mortals:
Hepburn’s beauty beyond
compare

Global fashion magazine Elle once
hailed Audrey Hepburn as the most
beautiful woman in history, admir-
ing her fearless courage and radiant
charm. With her mesmerizing eyes
and unforgettable grace, she capti-
vated millions. As Elle described:
“An angel among mortals, she was
beauty itself — unique and eter-
nal.” Hepburn’s dazzling presence
was only matched by her persever-
ance. From a privileged princess to
a humble humanitarian, she trans-
formed hardship into brilliance and
lived a life of resilience and elegance.

Audrey Hepburn was born
in Belgium in 1929 to a British

A Life Transformed

banker father and a Dutch aristo-
cratic mother. At age six, she was
sent to England to study, but when
her parents divorced, she returned
to the Netherlands. During World
War II, she endured hunger and
deprivation, witnessing execu-
tions and devastation. Malnu-
trition permanently damaged
her health, ending her dream of
becoming a professional ballerina.
Yet her wartime suffering instilled
in her deep empathy, shaping the
compassionate woman she would
become.

Roman holiday:
A breakthrough that lit up
the screen

Hollywood often says that casting
is half of directing, and Hepburn’s
role in Roman Holiday is one of the
most iconic examples. Handpicked
in 1953 to play Princess Ann, she
captivated audiences with her inno-
cence and charm, earning an Acad-
emy Award, a BAFTA, and a Golden
Globe.

She later starred in classics like
Breakfast at Tiffany’s, My Fair Lady,
Sabrina, and Wait Until Dark, win-
ning major awards throughout her
career and becoming a symbol of
cinema and fashion.

After retiring from acting, Hep-
burn devoted herself to human-
itarian work as a UNICEF Good-
will Ambassador, traveling across
Africa, Asia, and Latin America to
aid children in poverty. Her com-
passion and advocacy left a lasting
global impact.

British actress and humanitarian Audrey Hepburn (1929 - 1993) with an Ethiopian girl
on her first field mission for UNICEF in Ethiopia, 16th-17th March 1988. ety Images)

BS Lifestyle

&=

Elegance as a Philosophy of Life

The French designer Hubert de Givenchy
once said, “No woman in the world ever
dreamed of looking like me, but everyone
dreamed of looking like Audrey Hepburn.”

Known for her elegant simplicity, she
created a fashion language uniquely her
own — one that remains deeply influen-
tial today.

Every gesture she made radiated inno-
cence and quiet nobility. With just a scarf,
a belt, or a hat — subtle touches of sophis-
tication — she could captivate every eye
in the room.

Hepburn often said that she dressed to

please herself, not to impress others. In
her view, “Elegance is the only beauty that
never fades.”

She once recalled, “When I received my
first haute couture gown from Hubert de
Givenchy, fashion truly entered my life
— and that kind of beauty was beyond
extraordinary.”

Her collaboration with Givenchy began in
1954 during the filming of Sabrina. The film’s
refined double-breasted wool suit became a
fashion landmark, and the white satin gown
adorned with ribbons and pearls that she
wore to the 1975 Academy Awards remains

one of the most iconic looks in film history.

In 1999, the American Film Institute
(AFI) ranked her third among the “50
Greatest Screen Legends” in the category
of greatest actresses.

Hepburn left behind a collection of inspir-
ing words that continue to move generations:

“The beauty of a woman is not in her
appearance, but in her soul — in the care
she gives and the passion she shows.”

“I believe that happy girls are the pretti-
est girls. I believe in miracles. I believe that

www.VisionTimes.com

tomorrow will be better.”

“The most important thing is to enjoy your
life — to be happy.”

“Nothing is impossible. The word itself says,
T'm possible.”

With her radiant smile and tireless
spirit, she faced life’s challenges without
ever yielding to fate. What truly made her
extraordinary, however, was her warmth
and compassion — a heart full of kindness
and a spirit of justice that shone as brightly
as her elegance.
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