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X1, Putin Heard Discussing
Immortality and Organ Transplants

By Leo Timm | Vision Times

hile walking side-
by-side along with
other national lead-

ers at the ramparts overlooking
Tiananmen Square in Beijing
on Sept. 3, Chinese leader Xi
Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin chatted about
using transplanted organs to
remain youthful and perhaps
extend the human lifespan far
beyond its natural limits.

The remarks by the two lead-
ers have focused attention on
decades-long allegations of
forced organ harvesting by
the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), which experts say has
resulted in the mass murder
of people imprisoned for their
faith or ethnicity. The victims
are believed to be predomi-
nantly China’s Uyghurs and
Muslims, as well as Christians
and Falun Gong practitioners.

Snippets of the conversation
were picked up by a hot mic as
Xiand Putin — the latter with
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un to his left — walked
down a corridor during cele-
brations for the 80th anniver-
sary of the Allied victory over
Japan in World War II.

The moment was carried
on the livestream provided
by state broadcaster CCTV
to other media, including AP
and Reuters. China’s radio
and TV administration said
CCTV’s coverage of the event
was viewed 1.9 billion times
online and by more than 400
million on TV.

As Putin and Xi, both 72
years old, walked toward the
Tiananmen rostrum where
they viewed the parade with
Kim, Putin’s translator could
be heard saying in Chinese:
“Biotechnology is continu-
ously developing.”

The translator added, after
an inaudible passage: “Human
organs can be continuously
transplanted. The longer you
live, the younger you become,
and [you can] even achieve
immortality.”

In response, Xi, who was off
camera, can be heard respond-
ing in Chinese: “Some predict
that in this century humans
may live to 150 years old.”

He added that while in the
past, few people lived to 70,
“these days at 70 you are still
a child,” Xi said through a

E/
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translator in Russian.

Though Kim was not seen
taking part in the conversa-
tion, he appeared to be listen-
ing via a translator.

Xi’s mention of living to
“150 years old” has been taken
by some observers as a possi-
ble reference to the CCP’s “981
Health Project for Leaders,”
an effort that appeared in a
2019 video advertisement by
the elite 301 Hospital in Bei-
jing.

The conversation between Xi
and Putin was widely reported
in international media. On
social media, there were
heated discussions about the
CCP’s forced organ harvesting
practices and how the Party’s
elite treat regular Chinese cit-
izens as “spare parts.”

Drawing attention to forced
organ harvesting

Allegations that Commu-
nist China has been harvest-
ing organs from prisoners
of conscience first appeared
in the early 2000s. Accord-

BIRREPER SEIRAKEH
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ing to various accounts, the
harrowing practice began in
the 1990s, mainly at execu-
tion grounds in the Xinjiang
region of western China.

After the CCP, under then-
leader Jiang Zemin, began
its persecution of the Falun
Gong spiritual group in 1999,
the Chinese organ transplant
industry expanded rapidly,
with some investigators esti-
mating that tens of thousands
of incarcerated Falun Gong
practitioners were being exe-
cuted for their organs every
year.

Several U.S. lawmakers
and human rights activists
expressed concern about the
subject of Putin and Xi’s con-
versation.

When asked about the
exchange, House Speaker
Mike Johnson (R-La.) said, “I
will tell you that we’ve heard
some horrific stories of these
organ transplants and all of
this in China, that they take
it from unwilling donors ...

https://tinyurl.com/fdottsot
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to put it mildly.”

Nina Shea, Center for Reli-
gious Freedom at Hudson
Institute director and a sev-
en-term commissioner on the
U.S. Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom, said
that Xi-Putin conversation
“lends credence to our con-
cerns that they are creating a
real-life science fiction dysto-
pia by forced organ harvesting
from those they see as politi-
cal enemies.”

House lawmakers have voted
twice to pass bills to impose
sanctions on perpetrators
of organ transplant abuse
in China. Two bills, titled
"Falun Gong Protection Act’,
and "Stop Forced Organ Har-
vesting Act" have passed the
House and have been referred
to the Committee on Foreign
Relations in the Senate.

Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.)
said in a press release, “The
casual, almost anecdotal
nature of Xi and Putin’s con-
versation about organ trans-

\Y
/.

- BENE ~ WEAINE
o IR EEA i1 ]

(Image: SERGEY BOBYLEV/Getty Images)

plants underscores the need
for the United States to act
staunchly and swiftly to inves-
tigate and end the barbaric
practice of forced organ har-
vesting once and for all.” He
then referred to legislation
that he introduced to allow the
U.S. to severely punish organ
harvesters and preemptively
prevent forced organ extrac-
tions.

Sinolnsider, a risk consul-
tancy based in New York that
focuses on elite Chinese poli-
tics, noted that “global atten-
tion on Xi and Putin’s conver-
sation about organ transplants
and ‘immortality’ could have
greater ramifications for Sino-
U.S. tensions down the road.”

“In searching for leverage
points to pressure the PRC,
the U.S. could seek to spot-
light forced organ harvesting
and the bleak human rights
situation in China under the
CCP,” they wrote in a Sept. 4
analysis.
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China’s
Victory Day
Parade Shows

Oft Military
Might, Draws
Criticism
Communist Party accused of
running false narrative of WWII

victory as it takes an increasingly
warlike stance in the present

Leo Timm and VT Staff

hinese President Xi Jin-
ping hosted a grand military
parade in Beijing’s Tianan-

men Square on Wednesday, Sept. 3
commemorating the 80th anniver-
sary of Japan’s surrender in World
War II. The event drew global atten-
tion as Russian President Vladimir
Putin and North Korean leader Kim

Jong Un joined Xi on the dais, mark-
ing their first public appearance
together.

“Western media’s coverage of

the parade often highlights China’s
historical grievances and national
pride, but critics argue this risks
legitimizing Beijing’s selective
narrative.”

Many observers, particularly in
Taiwan, have called out the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) for its hypo-
critical treatment of China’s wartime
struggles. While the country lost mil-
lions of soldiers and civilians fighting
Imperial Japan, the Chinese commu-
nist movement was at the time a rebel
force that mostly worked to under-
mine the Republic of China (ROC)
government, and had little role in
combating the Japanese army.

Having preserved and strength-
ened its forces during the war, the
CCP then overthrew the greatly
weakened Nationalist Chinese gov-
ernment, which, after losing the civil
war to the communists, retreated to
the island of Taiwan in 1949.

(2nd L-R) Russia's President Vladimir Putin walks
with China's President Xi Jinping, North Korea's
leader Kim Jong Un and Pakistan's Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif before a military parade marking
the 80th anniversary of victory over Japan and the
end of World War Il, in Beijing's Tiananmen Square

on September 3, 2025.

e . i

(Image : Getty Images)

A show of military might

The meticulously choreographed
parade featured thousands of goose-
stepping soldiers, advanced weap-
onry — including hypersonic mis-
siles, nuclear-capable systems, and
underwater drones — and a flyover
of fighter jets. Xi, flanked by Putin on
his right and Kim on his left, used the
occasion to project China’s military
strength and diplomatic influence.
Unlike the 2015 Victory Day parade,
where foreign dignitaries were seated
to Xi’s right and Chinese officials to
his left, this year’s arrangement high-
lighted the prominence of Russia and
North Korea.

In a brief speech, Xi emphasized the
global choice between “peace or war,
dialogue or confrontation, win-win or
zero-sum outcomes,” framing China
as a champion of a multipolar world
order. The parade, attended by leaders
from 26 nations, including Myanmar,
Pakistan, and Central Asian states,
showcased Beijing’s regional clout,
with only two Western leaders, Ser-
bia’s Aleksandar Vuci¢ and Slovakia’s
Robert Fico, present.

An “axis of upheaval”?

In a post on Truth Social, U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump sarcastically
extended his “warmest regards” to
Xi, Putin, and Kim “as you conspire
against the United States of America.”
He also called upon Xi to acknowl-
edge the massive material support
that America contributed to Chi-
na’s fight against the Japanese inva-
sion, noting that many American ser-
vice members had given their lives to
defend China.

Xi’s speech notably omitted men-
tion of the United States’ contribu-
tions to China’s ultimate triumph
over Japan. Instead, Xi’s remarks —
and the prominent position afforded
to his foreign counterparts at the
parade — alluded to strategic com-
petition with the West.

B3 Viewpoints
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The attendance of Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian further under-
scored what some Western analysts
call an emerging “axis of upheaval”
between nations aligned against the
U.S.-led international order.

The parade’s guest list, includ-
ing leaders from heavily sanctioned
nations like Iran and Myanmar,
fueled speculation about a coalesc-
ing anti-Western bloc.

Taiwanese researcher Shen Ming-
shih, who works for a government
think tank, told The Epoch Times
that Kim Jong Un’s presence along-
side other authoritarian leaders coun-
ters perceptions of North Korea’s dip-
lomatic isolation. The event signaled
unity among regimes opposed to
U.S.-led global norms, amplifying
concerns in Washington about their
growing cooperation.

Yuan Hongbing, a Chinese dissident
and juristliving in Australia, said that
China hopes to use the World War II
victory celebration to reinforce the
Sino-Russian relationship at a time
when the Trump administration
is attempting to drive a diplomatic
wedge between Moscow and Beijing.

According to Yuan, citing “people
of conscience” within the Commu-
nist Party establishment, Xi and Putin
have arrived at a secret agreement
that draws Russia closer to China in
exchange for the CCP’s support on
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

During Putin’s visit to China, Russia
signed deals to increase gas exports to
China by 16 percent annually.

Historical narrative and
strategic ambitions

At the parade, Xi’s speech and state
media emphasized the Communist
Party’s role in defeating Japan, side-
lining the contributions of the ROC
government, which, then under the
control of the Chinese Nationalist
Party or Kuomintang, led China’s
war effort.

Mainstream media coverage of the

www.VisionTimes.com

parade often highlights China’s his-
torical grievances and national pride,
but critics argue this risks legitimiz-
ing the CCP’s doctored historical nar-
rative.

In recent decades, the CCP has
attempted to portray itself as the main
force fighting the Japanese and “liber-
ating” China from foreign influence,
despite communism being a West-
ern ideology. In lieu of concrete war-
time achievements, much of the Par-
ty’s narrative has focused on hatred
towards Japan for wartime atrocities
committed by its troops occupying
China.

Taiwanese officials, including Shen
Yu-chung of the Mainland Affairs
Council, criticized Beijing’s selec-
tive history, noting that the Republic
of China, not the Communist Party,
accepted the Japanese surrender and
took part in the Allied peace talks for
the postwar order.

Sydney University professor Feng
Chongyi noted in remarks made to
The Epoch Times that Beijing’s prom-
inent displays of military strength
could backfire by spurring greater
wariness of the CCP’s increasingly
forceful stance in regions like the
Taiwan strait and South China Sea.

By framing itself as the victor of
World War II, Beijing seeks to erase
the Republic of China’s historical
legitimacy, paving the way for its
narrative that Taiwan, where the
ROC still governs, is a rightful part
of Communist China.

Analysts warn that this “memory
war” is a psychological and propa-
ganda offensive aimed at undermin-
ing Taiwan’s identity and interna-
tional standing.

Reuters noted that the parade sig-
nals China’s attempt to build a “value
alliance” centered on sovereignty
and regime stability, challenging the
human rights-based framework of
the liberal world order. Taiwan and
its neighbors are on the front lines of
this ideological battle.
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Around the World

With Cucumbers —
6 Exciting Ways to Enjoy

This Summer Staple

By lla Bonczek | Vision Times

irst discovered in India
F thousands of years ago,
Cucumbers are now one of
the most widely cultivated food
crops in the world, and with good
reason. Crispy, juicy, refreshing

and rejuvenating, these vegetable-
like fruits have a lot to o$er.

Here, we will share some sur-
prising bene" ts of eating cucum-
bers, and attempt to broaden your
horizons with how you do it.

Are cucumbers
good for you?

Yes indeed — cucumbers are
incredibly good for you! Because
they are about 95 percent water,
cucumbers o$er excellent hydra-
tion in the summer months when
we need it most.! eyare highin
" ber and a good source of anti-
oxidants, vitamins A, C and K,
and minerals like magnesium,
phosphorus and potassium.

Cucumbers also contain phy-
tonutrients called lignans, which
have antioxidant and anti-
inflammatory properties; and,
along with potassium and mag-
nesium, lignans have an alka-
lizing e$ect — so consuming
cucumbers helps the body main-
tain an optimal pH for overall
wellness.

Cucumber remedies

Along with preventing dehy-
dration, cucumbers help balance
bodily fluids, and have long been
used as a remedy for headaches,
bloating and detox.

Cucumbers are also well-
known for their soothing prop-
erties.! ey can be used topically
to reduce puffiness around tired
eyes, relieve discomfort from bug
bites, and refresh swollen, achy
feet. Because they are rich in sil-
ica, cucumbers also help repair
damaged skin, and can be an
e$ective natural treatment for
acne.

Considering its many bene" ts,
you may now be pondering how
to incorporate more cucumber
into your diet.! e following reci-
pes will help make this transition
both delicious and exciting!

Pro tip: Distributing my surplus
cucumbers to friends and neigh-
bors, I was astounded to " nd that
some individuals claim to dislike
this amazing fruit. I suspect this
is because they have never tried
anything other than the waxy-
skinned, seedy variety commonly
sold in grocery stores.

! ereare actually scores of dif-
ferent cucumber varieties, and
some of the Asian and European
types that you can " nd in super-
markets are much more tender
and palatable than the standard
sold in the US. Try to " nd Eng-
lish, Persian, or Japanese cucum-
bers for these recipes.

Better yet, grow them yourself!
! ese climbing plants only need
a small amount of space in the
ground, and one or two plants
can produce plenty of fruit for a
small family. As long as they are
organic, you can — and should —
eat the skin; and if they are picked
ataround 1' inchesin diameter,
they have no seeds to speak of.

=P E

B4 Wellness

www.VisionTimes.com

Ingredients

« 4 Persian cucum-
bers (or 2 English),
chopped

« 2 cups firm but

ripe tomatoes (halved
cherry or diced plum
tomatoes)

« 1 cup chopped purslane
(or Romaine lettuce, torn)
« 1 cup chopped parsley
« 1/2 cup chopped

‘\‘ ,

\ mint
& « 1 small red onion,
diced

» « 1 bell pepper,

diced

. 2 large pitas
« 1/3 cup olive oil
« 1/3 cup fresh lemon juice
+ 1/3 cup pomegranate

Arabic
Fattoush Salad

A classic Mid- molasses
dle Eastern « 1 Tbsp Sumac powder
dish, fat- & « 1 clove garlic

toush pulls
summer pro-
duce together
with a pleas-
ant surprise —
toasted pita! Add
to that some dis-
tinctly Arabic
seasonings and
you have a com-
plex and irresisti-
ble salad that can
double as a din-
ner.

Salt and fresh ground pepper
to taste

. Separate pita layers and brush both sides with olive oil.

« Cut into bite-sized bits and place them single-layer on a baking sheet.
« Toast in the oven on medium heat until lightly browned, flipping half-
way through. Set aside when done.

« Mix liquids, sumac, garlic, salt and pepper to make a dressing.

. Toss the prepared produce with dressing.

« Fold in toasted pita and serve immediately.

Plantain

Continued from
the previous issue

Dried plantain

Drying is a practical way to
preserve plantain for the win-

One of the World’s Most Useful Plants
Is Probably Thriving in Your Driveway

coconut, avocado) for three to
four weeks, shaking occasionally.
Strain into amber bottles and use
on rough, dry hands, weary feet,
sun-damaged skin, etc.

Drawing ointment: Dried plan-
tain can be ground into a pow-
der and combined with ben-
tonite clay to make the perfect
drawing formula. Mix a small
amount of powder with water
to form a paste and spread over
splinters, bee stingers or inflam-
mation to draw out the o$enders.

drops of tincture/extract to tea or
water and consume daily to:

« Help lower cholesterol levels.
Reduce the risk of kidney stones.
Promote respiratory wellness.
Reduce gastrointestinal discomfort.
Relieve pain.

Extracts can also be applied topi-
cally for soothing and healing vari-
ous skin conditions.

Nutritious edible

Plantain leaves are also highly

nutritious, providing a good
Plantain Tincture or extract

By lla Bonczek | Vision Times amount of vitamins A and C, as
well as minerals like calcium,
magnesium, manganese, potas-
sium and zinc. Adding plantain
to your diet is a simple way to get
a regular dose of its many bene-
"ts. Larger leaves are best cooked
in soups, as they can become
slightly tough and bitter, but
young leaves can be used much
like spinach.

Now that you know dozens of
ways to use plantain, perhaps
the next time you encounter this
rugged herb, you’ll put it to work
— or at least think twice before
destroying it.

ter months. Dried plantain can be
used to make tea and other reme-
dies.

To preserve the medicinal prop-
erties of fresh plantain long-term,
make a tincture. Chop fresh leaves
and "1l ajar to ( full, then cover
the herb completely with strong
alcohol like vodka or brandy. If
you prefer to avoid alcohol, you can
use glycerin, and it will be called
an extract.

Cover the jar tightly with a clean,
non-corrosive lid and place it in
a cool, dark place for six to eight
weeks, shaking occasionally. Strain
the " nished tincture or extract into
amber bottles and use to support
internal healing. Add three or four

Plantain poultice

isisa
soothing remedy in itself, but it can
also be used to make balms and
salves. Infuse dried plantain leaves
in a neutral oil (olive, almond,

 Plantain infused oil: !
A poultice is simply a fresh herb
mashed up to release its juices.

In this form, plantain is a potent

soother and healer.

» Healing: Apply directly to acne,
eczema, cuts and wounds for quick
relief and healing.

« Soothing: Apply to itchy and
painful stings, bites, poison ivy
and rashes.

« Drawing: A plantain poultice can
help draw out stings, splinters and
infection to promote fast healing.
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Famous
Novelist i
Predicted
the Destrue
0f Hong Rong

By Michael Segarty

i Kuang, a Hong Kong-
based novelist, passed
away on July 3, 2022, at

the age of 87. His works are well-
known and delve into a wide range
of topics, especially in the Chinese
world of science fiction. About 40
years ago, his novel Chasing the
Dragon predicted the destruction
of a “big city in the east.” The big
city referred to in the novel turns
out to be Hong Kong. Ni Kuang
never believed in “one country;,
two systems” and once bluntly
said that “anti-communism is
patriotism.”

Smuggled to freedom

Born in Shanghai to a family
of intellectuals, he pursued his
dreams at the age of 16. Embrac-
ing communism, he dropped out
of school to apply for training
at the East China People’s Rev-
olution University. After three
months of training, he became a
security officer and participated
in the land reform “fighting the
landlords.” However, in the pro-
cess, he gradually became awak-
ened.

Due to the evil motives of
the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), he himself had become the
object of criticism. In 1956, his
family members paid a human
smuggler who successfully man-
aged to smuggle Ni Kuang into

Hong Kong. Ni Kuang
started his writing
career and

became one of the “Four Great
Literary Talents in Hong Kong,”
along with Jin Yong, Huang
Zhan, and Cai Lan.

Ni wrote a prodigious amount
during his lifetime, and The Wes-
leyan Stories and The Legendary
Ranger are his two most famous
series of novels. In the past as the
CCP tightened its control over
Hong Kong, the outside world
became more and more inter-
ested in Ni Kuang’s novel Chas-
ing the Dragon. It became more
evident that the “big eastern city”
that would be destroyed, as pre-
dicted and written in this novel,
was pointing to Hong Kong.

Chasing the Dragon is the 60th
novel in the Wesleyan anthol-
ogy of science fiction novels by
Ni Kuang, serialized in Ming
Pao in 1983. The storyline of this
novel is mainly about Kong Zhen-
quan, an astrologer who observed
that the seven-colored stars in the
east foretold a vision. It resem-
bles a dragon swallowing some-
thing, and there is a big city in
the east that will be hit by a cata-
strophic disaster. Wesley and oth-
ers tried to prevent this disaster.
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The novel ends with
these meaningful
words:

“To destroy a big
city, it does not
have to be a natural
disaster but it can
even be a man-made
disaster. A man-

They went through many twists
and turns and tried their best to
uncover some mysteries, but in
the end, they fail to save this east-
ern metropolis.

The death of a big city
The novel ends with these
meaningful words: “To destroy

made dlsaSte': need a big city, it does not have to be
not necessamly be a natural disaster but it can even
awar. Af ew words be a man-made disaster. A man-
and absurd acts of a made disaster need not neces-
few corrupt people sarily be a war. A few words and
can completely kill a absurd acts of a few corrupt peo-
big city. There would ple can completely kill a big city.
be no need to destro y There would be no need to destroy
the buildings of the the buildings of the big city, and
big city, and there there would be. no need. to l.dll any
would be no need to 31; the I;eopltehlnb‘fhe Elgl c1t117. f})ln
. e surface, the big city looks the
klll a;: Y ;))f the p egp le same as before, but once the orig-
tl’:leiuer f;‘i eag:e b’l:‘g inal purpose of the city has dis-
il

appeared, it is destroyed and it is

city looks the same a dead city.”

as before, but once

the original purpose Sino-British Joint
of the city has Declaration on the

disappeared, future of Hong Kong
itis destroyed q ¥ - It is worth noting that in
anditisa o 1983, when the novel was
dead city.” ** a ‘ written, the CCP high-level
- o officials were actively
e ™ negotiating with the
- British high-level
I '1.} officials on the

transfer of sover-
iR
|

I":-# III eignty of Hong
f-:f";’ A

Kong. A year
later, in
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1984, the Chinese and British gov-
ernments reached an agreement
and issued the Sino-British Joint
Declaration that the sovereignty
of Hong Kong would officially be
handed over to the Chinese gov-
ernment on July 1, 1997.

Fast forward to the outbreak of
the “anti-extradition” movement
in March 2019, Hong Kong expe-
rienced political ups and downs
until the CCP arbitrarily imposed
the National Security Law for
Hong Kong in 2020. That buried
all freedoms of the Hong Kong
people. Many Hong Kong peo-
ple were surprised to find that
the destruction of the “Orien-
tal City” predicted in the novel
Chasing the Dragon had precisely
foretold the fate of Hong Kong.
Therefore, Chasing the Dragon
has been described by Hong Kong
people as a “political prophecy.”
Ni Kuang also admitted before his
death that the “Oriental City” in
the novel Chasing the Dragon was
Hong Kong.

Ni Kuang believed that the
advantage of Hong Kong that
had disappeared is “freedom.” He
said that “the main thing is free-
dom of speech; freedom of speech
is the mother of all freedoms, and
without freedom of speech, there
is no other freedom.”

‘Anti-communism
is patriotism’

Ni Kuang had a deep under-
standing of the nature of the CCP.
He was known for his “anti-com-
munism” throughout his life. He
once stated that he did not believe
in “one country, two systems.” He
also stated that “to love the coun-
try, you must be an anti-commu-
nist; and anti-communism is pat-
riotism.”

It’s not the end

However, this novel is not the
end, nor is it near the end of this
once thriving city. The commu-

TR By

= nist regime, by invading Hong

" {0 read more articles Kong, has bitten off more than

- like this! it can chew. It is often said that

ab : the source of all human freedom

1 is courage, for without courage,

freedom is just a dream. And for

Hong Kong people, courage is
contagious.

i Scan the Q-R code
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A Blacksmith's Promise to
Grant a Poor Scholar Five Hundred Strings

During the late Sui
Dynasty (581-618 AD), there
was a scholar living in Taiyuan
City of Shanxi Province. He was
very poor as he made his living
by teaching young children and
support family..

His home was very close
to an official warehouse.
One day, he sneaked into the
warehouse and discovered
tens of thousands of strings of
coins. [Editor's note: Chinese
coins had holes in them and
were threaded on strings to
be carried.] He could not help
taking a few. At that precise
moment, a man holding a spear
and dressed in golden armor
appeared in front of him. The
man said, "If you want to take
this money, you must get a note
from Sir Yuchi. The money here
belongs to Yuchi Jingde."

The scholar then looked
everywhere for Yuchi Jingde,
but for quite some time he
could not find such a person.

One day, he went to a
blacksmith's shop and learned
that one of the blacksmiths
there was named Yuchi Jingde.
He entered the workshop and
saw the barebacked, messy-
haired Yuchi, who was forging
iron.

The scholar waited until
Yuchi stopped to take a break.
He then went up to greet him

very respectfully. Yuchi was
surprised and asked him, "Why
have you, a scholar, come to
see me?" The scholar replied,
"My family is poor while you
are very rich. I would like to
ask you for 500 strings of coins.
Would you please grant me that
request?” Yuchi was outraged,
saying, "I am a blacksmith.
How could I be rich? Are you
insulting me?" The scholar then
said, "Please have pity on me.
Just write a note and give it to
me. You will know what's going
on in the future." Yuchi figured
he had nothing to lose, so he
asked the scholar to write the
note himself. The scholar wrote
on a piece of paper: "I give [and
he wrote his own name] 500
strings of coins." The he dated
it, and Yuchi endorsed the note
by signing it.

The scholar thanked him
and left with the note. Yuchi
and his apprentices could not
help but laugh. They thought
the scholar was simply absurd.

The scholar went back to
the warehouse. He again met
the man in golden armor and
presented the note to him. The
man in armor read the note
and smiled. "This is correct," he
said and asked the scholar to
hang the note on the roof beam.
He allowed the scholar to take
500 strings of coins and made

certain it was 500 strings only.

Several years later, Yuchi
Jingde became a general for Li
Shiming, Emperor Taizong of
the Tang Dynasty, and earned
great merits. When he retired
and returned to his hometown,
Emperor Taizong awarded
him an entire warehouse of
unopened valuables.

Yuchi's subordinates
opened the warehouse and
checked the assets against the
accounting book. They noticed
that 500 strings of coins were
missing. As they were about to
punish the warehouse keeper,
they suddenly noticed the note
hanging on the roof beam.
They notified Yuchi, who was
in shock for several days after
he Isaw the note. He sent his
people to look for the scholar.

After they found the
scholar, the scholar explained
to Yuchi in great detail what
he had experienced inside the
warehouse those many years
before. Yuchi rewarded the
scholar handsomely and shared
his assets in the warehouse with
his old friends.

This story tells us that
heaven determines one's
fortune and wealth, and not
even a tiny error is permitted in
the accounting.

Source: Anecdote of Tang
Dynasty, Chapter of Yuchi

Emperor Kangxi's View of Kindness

Emperor Kangxi was
serious about minding his
thoughts. Below is his view
of kindness that he wrote
about in the book 7ingxrun
GGeyan. Since it was written in
an ancient writing style using
archaic words, I would like to
try to interpret in plain words,
with my understandings, what
Kangxi said in three different
memoirs.

Each person has a mind.
When a thought is generated,
it can be righteous or evil. One
can recognize an evil thought
and correct it. If so, one will
remain on the righteous path.
The book Shangshu indicates
that even a saint, when
harboring an evil thought, can
lose control, while an ordinary
person who focuses on rejecting
evil thouehts can become a
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saint. Kangxi established a
premise: A thought not urging
any action may be left alone,
but for a thought that pushes
through, judgment must be
exercised to discern righteous
from non-righteous. In ancient
times, people were mindful of
their thoughts. When a thought
appeared, the people made
a decision whether to accept
or reject that thought before
it attached itself to them and
became an emotion. Using
this method, thoughts became
relatively easy to control and
people remained on righteous
paths.

As a person, one should
seek inner joy. When there is
inner joy, one automatically
holds an auspicious view,
because an inner joy tends
to generate thoughts of

A
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compassion. On the other hand,
when one is in an angry mood,
evil thoughts tend to show
up. For this reason, in ancient
times, people said: “When a
kind thought is generated in a
person, a propitious god will
accompany him, even though
he has not done anything good.
Similarly, when an evil thought
is generated in a person, an evil
spirit will follow him, although
he has not done anything
wrong.”

When a person holds onto
righteous thoughts, heaven will
reward him with good fortune.
Today many people hold a
rosary and worship Buddha
because they want to be good.
However, they do not achieve
any real benefits unless they
remove evil thoughts from their
minds.
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