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Good and Evil Never Escape
Their Due Consequences

Ji Xiaolan, a famous writer
in the Qing Dynasty, recorded
many, stories in one of his
books to illustrate that a person
is responsible for his/her words
and conduct, because gods
know everyone's thoughts and
behavior. The following are two
stories from his collection.

Hypocrisy in a Past Life
Leads to Poverty in the Next

There were once a man
named Feng Shunan from
Hejian. He was somewhat
versed in literature and was also
intelligent. However, he had
not had much good fortune in
his life. He lived in poverty and
was depressed.

One day he went to a
temple and prayed to the gods,
asking why his life was so
miserable. He had a dream that
night. In his dream, someone
said to him, “You should not
complain about society or your
misfortune. Your life is what it
is because of you.

“In your past life, you
used insincere words to gain
a reputation as an honest
and kindhearted man; you
encouraged others to attempt
things that you knew would be
impossible so that people would
thank you for your affirmation;
you repeatedly found excuses
for a bad person so that he
would be grateful to you,
although you knew his crime
was unforgivable; You tried to
make yourself look like the good
person while directing others'
resentment toward someone
else. you were crafty and wicked!

“You avoided at all cost
anything that might have affected
your personal interests. When
you could have saved people's
lives with little effort, you watched

from the sidelines and avoided
any trouble. You appeared to be
friendly, but, in fact, you were
distant; you appeared to care for
others, while, in fact, you were
indifferent.

“When a person makes a
mistake, he can make up for it
by doing good deeds. But if a
person's heart is wicked, that is
out of line with the law of heaven.
Think about it. Isn't it fitting that
you suffer in this lifetime?”

Feng deeply regretted his
past conduct after hearing this,
but he fell ill and died not long
afterward.

A Teacher Must Instill
Morality and Good Character

There once was a person
who was a very talented writer,
but he kept failing the exam to
apply for a government job.

One day he was sick and
had a dream that he was in the
underworld. He saw someone
he knew and asked if he was
going to die from his illness. The
person said, “Your life will not
end, but you are about to lose
your livelihood. I am afraid you
will end up here very soon”

The person said, “I made

a living as a teacher. I have not
done anything against the law
of heaven or rules of society.
Why am I going to lose my
livelihood?”

“It is precisely because you
made a living by teaching. You
are a teacher, yet you failed to
teach children good morals or
build their character. You made
money, but didn't do the work.
That is the same as stealing or
being wasteful, so you have less
good fortune.

“As a teacher, you are
entrusted with teaching
children virtue and guiding
them to be kind and upright.
The parents paid you, but you
didn't teach their children
what you should have. People
like you are punished severely:
those who were supposed to
be high-ranking officials will
lose their positions; those who
were not officials will lose their
livelihood.

“You see many learned
scholars in the world, but some
are destitute and some die
young. When this happens,
people complain that the law
of heaven is not fair, while, in
fact, it was due to their own
wrongdoing.”
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Rewarded for Honesty and Willingness to Change

Yan Ying, prime minister
of the State of Qi, valued
honesty and constantly sought
to improve his own character.

The coachman's wife
watched through a crack in
the door and saw that her
husband commanded the
carriage drawn by four horses
with an air of complacency and
pretentiousness.

After the coachman
return-ed home, his wife asked
for a divorce. The coachman
asked why.

She told him, “Sir Yan is
quite a bit shorter than you
are. As the prime minister of
the Qi State, he is well known
among leaders of all the states.
This morning I noticed how
thoughtful and visionary he
was, yet he always appeared
modest and humble. You, his
coachman are much taller, just
serving as a coachman. Yet, you
have carried yourself with such
smug self-importance.That's
why I want to leave you.”

The coachman took her

words seriously and became
more humble. Yan noticed this
and asked him how come he
had changed. The coachman
told him what his wife had said.

For his honesty and
willingness to change his
behavior, Yan recommended
him for appointment as a dafu,
a senior official of the State of

Qi.

Source: The Records of the
Grand Historian
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