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= - . -0 467 W Patrick St, Frederick, MD (301) 663-3800
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"MM‘/ Ti1ly Kitchen MBIIRSRARMANH BRHZETMHES - B

FIREERKEAERBHEHFINEYREIRE : BB AXEXEE
O ZEEEEASUEBIAFIZER - (A ERYAE R VFREFIFTEEL)
FHEIPIRPIERFAVEERS » RIBEKRNEFE CBEMAY QSR
G2 » BARRIR > HUrgEbk 0 PER—=X
=N ERER—= » EmAENISERT  ISIFE=HME

&aam: (571)375-3702

THNKHTSU RAMEN N spicy saLmay
HANDRELL EEIFRE: 11:30am-9:00pm

#83E: www. TillyKitchen.com
Hhilk: 13915 Metrotech Dr., Chantilly, VA 20151

55558 | Advertising Inquiries: (703) 868-1509 e & | do@visiontimes.com



wWww. kanzhongguo.com
Eﬁ“ﬁﬁ %’93835 BHR )

R

aSPEHE VISION TIMES

WWW. visiontimes com
2024$2H 16E| 2H 22H

www.SchaeffersPiano.com

Sehactier’s Plane Companp OCOG)

BEHZETR EMCF
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LONG ISLAND

PET EXPO
3/2-3/3 2024

1001 Crooked Hill Road
Brentwood, New York 11717

SUFFOLK FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ARENA
AT SUFFOLK COMMUNITY COLLEGE

A FUN FILLED
FAMILY EVENT
FOR PET LOVERS

DOG LOVERS
LURE COURSE

-Rainforest Reptile Show
-TICA Cat Show
-Rabbit Hopping
-Gail Mirabella and The Dynamo Dogs
-Shopping & More

Well-Behaved Leashed Pets Welcome!

Saturday 10am-7pm Sunday 10am-5pm
Adults $15 Children 4-12 $6

Military & Seniors $13

Children Under 3 Free

FREE
PARKING
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The Value of Marriage
in Ancient China

This is the story of a scholar,
Liu Tingshi, of the Qi Prefecture
(today's Shandong Province) in
China's Northern Song Dynasty (960
- 1279 AD). After Liu passed the
provincial level of the civil service
examination, he was appointed as
a mid-level government official
in the Tong Prefecture, a rather
distinguished achievement at the
time. Su Dongpo (1037 - 1101 AD),
one of the most famous Chinese
literary giants in Chinese history,
was the governor of the Tong
Prefecture at the time. Su Dongpo
thought highly of Liu Tingshi
because of Liu's character and gave
him important assignments.

Before Liu Tingshi passed the
provincial level of the civil service
examination, he met a civilian lady
in his town and proposed marriage
to her. But the engagement was
not official because Liu had not
paid her parents the bridal price to
make it official.

Later Liu Tingshi won
the provincial level of the civil
service examination, became a
mid-level government official,
and was highly regarded by Su
Dongpo, the famous literary giant.
Everyone knew Liu Tingshi was a
promising young man with a lot of
prospects in his career. However,
the lady became seriously ill and
lost her eyesight completely. The
lady's parents were poor farmers.
Because they were rather poor
and because their daughter had
become blind, they felt she was
unworthy of marrying Liu. So they
didn't dare to bring up the subject
of the engagement.

A friend of Liu tried to talk
him out of marrying the lady. "She
is blind now. Why don't you find

someone else to marry for the sake
of your career and future family
life? If you must marry someone
from that family, marry her
younger sister."

Liu Tingshi replied, "When
I proposed to her, I had already
given her my heart. She may be
blind, but her heart is intact. If
could break my promise, then my
heart must be warped. Besides,
everyone will become old one day.
When a man's wife becomes old,
he shouldn't replace her with a
younger one, should he? A man
must be true to his word. I must
not have a change of heart."

Thus Liu Tingshi married the
blind lady. After they got married,
Liu Tingshi tried his best to take
care of his blind wife. They got
along very well and loved each
other very much. Together they
raised several children.

After Su Dongpo heard the
story, he was deeply touched. He
commented, "Liu Tingshi truly has
a noble heart!"

Family life is the cornerstone
of a nation and a society. To
nurture family life is to ensure the
stability, robustness, and prosperity
of a nation and a society. Marriage,
in turn, is the cornerstone of
family life. To nurture marriage is
to guarantee a harmonious, united,
and healthy family. A person's
character and morality, in turn,
are the cornerstone of a couple's
relationship. Both husband and
wife should be honest, trustworthy,
and kind, and they should respect
and love each other in order to
have a happy marriage. In short, it
is imperative to enhance a person's
morality and to have everyone be
kind, sincere, honest, and tolerant.

I would like to share the
following pearls of wisdom from
the East and the West:

It says in The Book of Later
Han: "Do not forget the friend you
made when you were in trouble
or cast aside the wife who shared
hard times with you." (Note: The
Book of Later Han was compiled
by Fan Ye in the 5th century, using
a number of earlier histories and
documents as sources. It covers
the history of the Eastern Han
Dynasty from 25 to 220 CE)

Wei Zheng said, "Those who
bestow kindness on others will
receive kindness in return. Those
who are charitable to others will
receive charity in time of need."
(Note: Wei Zheng was one of
the most admired politicians
in Chinese history. He was a
chancellor in the Tang Dynasty for
about 13 years, during the reign of
Emperor Taizong.)

Plato wrote in Symposium,
"Evil is the vulgar lover who loves
the body rather than the soul,
inasmuch as he is not even stable,
because he loves a thing which is
in itself unstable, and therefore
when the bloom of youth which
he was desiring is over, he takes
wing and flies away, in spite of all
his words and promises; whereas
the love of the noble disposition
is life-long, for it becomes one
with the everlasting." (Note: The
Symposium is a philosophical
dialog written by Plato sometime
after 385 BC. It is a discussion
on the nature of love, taking the
form of a series of speeches, both
satirical and serious, given by a
group of men at a symposium or
drinking party at the house of the
tragedian Agathon in Athens.)
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Putting the Public's Interest Before One's Own

Su Ting, a resident of Wugong
County, Jingzhao City during the Tang
Dynasty, was a very talented scholar
since he was little. When he was only
17, he achieved the title of Jinshi, the
highest rank of scholar in the ancient
Chinese imperial academic system.
Later, he was promoted to Zhong
Su She Ren, a position responsible
for drafting the nation's rulings and
legislation. Along with his father, Su
Huan, he was in charge of the Shu
Mi department. This department
accepted reports from the officials
to the emperor and passed on the
emperor's orders. Su Ting's nature
was incorruptible and frugal. In
his role, Su Ting spoke righteously
and criticized the emperor in an
open and frank manner. His talent
was outstanding and he was deeply

respected by Emperor Xuan Zong
(712-756).

In 716, Su Ting was promoted to
the role of Zi Wei Shi Lang. This put
him in charge of imperial affairs along
with Song Jing. Song was upright and
outspoken, and he was often decisive
on matters without discussing them
with Su Ting. However, Su Ting
was not concerned at all and greatly
respected Song's good qualities.

When Song Jing reported to the
Emperor, if there were any omissions
or further details to be reported, Su
was always at his side to assist. The
two cooperated very harmoniously,
and the emperor was happy to take
their advice.

Song Jing once said to others,
"I was in the position of premier
along with the father and son of

the Su family. The father, Su Huan,
is honest and tolerant, and he has
a talent for managing a nation. In
terms of being open and frank in
making suggestions to the emperor,
being thorough in fulfilling his
responsibilities, being courageous in
making decisions, and putting the
interest of the public before his own,
today's premier Su Ting has even
outperformed his father."

It is a precious mind that can
do this. It is a quality of being able to
let go of self-interest, be responsible
for the public, be considerate of the
overall situation, respect the strengths
of others, and silently supplement and
harmonize the weaknesses of others.
These are qualities which those who
have the morality and idealism to
make great achievements cannot lack.
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