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[ Chartered Co brought Shantungs to North
Bomneo, Dec 7, 1913, -=-------

Among the Chinese Communities in South East
Asia, the Shantungs in Sabah are the only ones from
northern China. Having been brought over as settlers
by the British North Borneo Chartered Company.

Their story began when Chartered Company
president Sir West Ridgeway was on a business trip
in Peking (Beijing) in 1913 and saw the sufferings of
minions hit by floods when the Yangtze of Yellow
River overflowed its banks.

He then offered them an alternative to start
a new life in a faraway land called North Borneo
(Sabah) which was by then already known in many
Chinese Traders.

The offer was taken up by 107 families, totaling
433 people, who left Tientsin in Nov 1913. They
became the first and only batch to be sponsored as
the company felt such an endeavor was too costly to
continue.

The trip cost the Chartered Company 2,500
pounds Sterling, a very large amount of money at that
time.

The immigrants arrived North Borneo on this
day on history and were thereafter referred to by the
locals as the Shantungs.

Each person was given a daily allowance of 35
cents until they were able to earn an income.

The Chartered Company also gave each family
10 acrea of land near Jesselton (Kota Kinabaru)
which although not fettle, gave good yields through
hard work.

Many of Shantungs either returned or were sent
back to China in the few years that followed and by
1925, those remaining comprised 73 families of a
total of 353 people.

Their number increased only after marriage
within the community although many of them also
married locals. |
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