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By Vision Times Staff

n January 29, 2025,
over one billion people
around the world will

welcome the Chinese New Year
with fireworks, parades, decora-
tions, and gatherings of friends
and family. The year of jia chen
(W), the yang wood dragon,
will make way for the coming of
the yin wood snake, yi si (ZE).

Customs, beliefs, and lore sur-
rounding the Chinese New Year
are many, given that the ancient
celebration spans nearly 5,000
years of history and, from its
legendary beginnings associ-
ated with the founding of Chi-
nese civilization, spread to the
other peoples of Asia.

Some of the most common
Chinese New Year customs are
tied to core Chinese beliefs. For
example, the burning of the stove
god effigy is done to allow the
deity — who watches over the
household and records each fam-
ily member’s virtues and vices —
to return to heaven and make his
report to the Jade Emperor.

In ancient times, the New Year
was a two-week celebration, with
different rituals and customs to
be observed on each day going
up until the Lantern Festival,
which takes place on the 15th of
the first lunar month.

Chinese New Year is sometimes
referred to as the “Lunar New
Year.” However, it is rooted in the
traditional Chinese calendar — a
system of timekeeping that bal-
ances the cycles of both the moon
and the sun.

Ancient Chinese placed great
emphasis on the balance of yin
and yang. During the creation
of the traditional calendar, they

The Traditional Chinese New Year

Clarifying the origins and significance of an event going
back to the founding of Chinese civilization

and the Earth’s solar orbit.
Thus, the traditional Chi-
nese calendar is neither a
pure "lunar calendar" nor
a "solar calendar" but a pre-
cise and scientific lunisolar
calendar. Chinese New Year
coincides with the start of
spring, marking the arrival
of the new year.

Featuring an intricate
system of leap days and
even months, the Chinese
lunisolar calendar keeps
pace with both the lunar
phases and the four sea-
sons. The 1st day of each
month corresponds to the
new moon, while the full
moon is on the 15th.

Moreover, based on the
sun’s relative position to
the Earth and seasonal cli-
matic changes, the ancients
devised the 24 solar terms.
These terms provided pro-
found guidance for spiritual
life, societal management,
health, and agriculture,
making it the most har-
monious and comprehen-
sive timekeeping system aligned
with natural changes.

Out of respect for the Yellow
Emperor Xuanyuan (FFE577),
the legendary founder of Chinese
civilization, the lunisolar calendar
is properly referred to as the huang
li (¥%)&) — the Yellow Emperor’s
calendar. As his reign was said to
have begun in 2698 B.C., the year
2025 is Year 4723 by the Chinese
reckoning.

nese counted years by the name of
the era, established by the emperor
or government, as is still done in
Japan and Taiwan today.

Another important system was
a 60-year cycle that resulted from
the combination of two impor-
tant concepts in Chinese cosmol-
ogy and divination: the heavenly
stems (KT Tian gan) and earthly
branches ({37 Di zhi).

There are 10 heavenly stems and
12 earthly branches, all arranged

Heavenly stems: 1 Z,/4
TIRC PR

Earthly branches: .
HUPNRE AR

The heavenly stems
determine the element
and its nature as either
yang or yin — the basic
duality of Chinese Dao-
ist philosophy that sep-
arates heaven and earth,
male and female, form and
formlessness.

Heavenly stems are also
sometimes used as tradi-
tional numerals, similar to
Roman numerals used in
the West.

The Five Elements
of Chinese cosmology
include wood, fire, earth,
metal, and water.

Hence, while the first
two Stems (Ff and 2))
belong to the wood ele-
ment, the stem ¥ (jia) is
considered yang while the
Zs (yi) stem is of the yin
nature.

The 12 Earthly Branches
correspond to not only
the twelve lunar months and the
twelve two-hour periods, called
shichen ([F§/i%), that made up an
ancient Chinese day, but also the
animals of the Chinese zodiac.

Moreover, while animals in the
Chinese zodiac shift between the
five elements, they always main-
tain their respective yin or yang
attribute.

2024, the year of the wood
dragon, was of the yang nature

Conversely, the year of the snake,
sometimes also called the xiao
long (“IN#E) or “minor dragon,” is
always yin.

After the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP) seized power in
1949, it sought to abolish China’s
millenia of spirituality and faith
by denouncing traditional cul-
ture. The CCP abolished terms of
respect such as the "Imperial Cal-
endar” or “Yellow Emperor’s Cal-
endar,” calling it instead a “lunar
calendar” and eventually just the
“farmer’s calendar” — relegating
its importance to something solely
relevant to peasantry or agricul-
ture.

Likewise, the Party diminished
the status of Chinese New Year by
renaming it the “Spring Festival,”
again stripping the celebration
of its spiritual background and
reducing it to the mere announce-
ment of a new season.

With this renaming, the CCP
aimed to tear down the cultural
essence of New Year traditions —
gratitude for the divine, respect
for ancestors, and reverence for
tradition.

In fact, the traditional Chinese
calendar not only provides an
accurate system of astronomical
calculations but also offers a pro-
found interpretation of the rela-
tionship between humans and
nature.

Behind the Chinese calendar —
and by extension the Chinese New
Year — lie the values of reverence
for heaven, belief in the divine, and
adherence to the heavenly way. Its
design embodies the philosophy
of yin-yang and the five elements,
and encapsulates the natural cycles
of transformation, as its creators
devised it according to the princi-
ple of harmony between human-

considered both the lunar phases In practice, however, the Chi-  in a set order: — all dragon years are yang.  kind and the divine.
CHINA BEFORE COMMUNISM
AR B 2025
iy,
o
REGRMING ™

A Performance That Truly Matters
This Is What You've Been Waiting For

See the magnificence of China before communism. It’s a journey that

“Spiritually uplifting.
It’s a once-in-a-lifetime experience,

WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

and you must not miss it!
—Coral Drouyn, theatre critic

“There is a massive power in this that
can embrace the world. It brings great

NEW PRODUCTION

'”

hope... It is truly a touch of heaven.”

—Daniel Herman, former culture minister,
Czech Republic

will fill you with hope and inspiration—one you’ve longed for. Discover
5,000 years of wisdom, beauty, and wonder, live on stage.

Edmonton - Apr19-20

Northern Jubilee Auditorium

1-855-416-1800

Calgary ¢ Apr15-17

Southern Jubilee Auditorium

1-855-416-1800

Vancouver * Apr 9-13

Best Holiday Gift
ShenYun.com/Canada

Presented by Local Falun Dafa Associations

Queen Elizabeth Theatre
1-877-663-7469
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Bad
Habits

P
s

Have you noticed yourself react- "i
ing more slowly or experiencing
memory lapses lately? It turns out that
certain everyday habits might be quietly
dulling your brain! Check to see if you're falling into these traps and
start breaking these bad habits to get your brain back into sharp form.

Sedentary lifestyle:
a lazy brain follows

Not enough sleep:
brain shutdown

B3 Wellness

&=

Glued to your phone?
your brain’s on strike

Spending too much time staring at

Binge watching shows or scrolling
through your phone late at night can
leave you feeling like your brain is
in "slow-motion" the next day. Sleep
deprivation directly impacts brain
function, drastically reducing mem-
ory retention and learning capacity.
Without adequate sleep, your brain
struggles to process information
effectively, and you're more likely
to experience emotional instability.
So, stop staying up late! Give your
brain the time it needs to recharge
and stay sharp.

Think only your body suffers
from laziness? Think again! Lack
of physical activity hampers blood
circulation, limiting the oxygen
supply to your brain. This leads to
slower reaction times and a drop
in concentration.

Regular physical exercise not only
strengthens neural connections
but also releases dopamine, which
boosts your mood and reduces
stress. To keep your brain in top
condition, make sure to stay active
every day!

screens makes your brain sluggish.
Over-reliance on electronic devices
reduces your creativity and prob-
lem-solving skills. Moreover, pro-
longed exposure to blue light from
screens disrupts sleep patterns, cre-
ating a vicious cycle. Put down your
phone and engage more with the
real world—your brain will thank
you for it!

www.VisionTimes.com

Unhealthy diet:
brain malnutrition

Your brain needs proper nutri-
tion to function at its best.
Omega-3 fatty acids, antioxidants,
and B vitamins are the "fuel”
it runs on. A diet lacking these
nutrients can significantly impair
memory and cognitive function.
Overindulging in sugar also hin-
ders brain performance, making it
harder to learn and remember. A
balanced diet ensures your brain
doesn’t go "hungry."

6No socializing: a lonely brain

3High stress: brain freeze

If you're constantly under pressure and notice your memory deteriorating,
beware! Chronic stress affects the hippocampus, the brain region responsi-
ble for memory, leading to forgetfulness and anxiety. Excessive stress can also
trigger anxiety and depression, bringing your brain to the brink of shutdown.
Learning to relax is essential to protecting your brain’s health.

Social interactions aren't just good for your emotional well-being—they're
a workout for your brain! Chatting with friends stimulates multiple areas of
the brain, enhancing reasoning and emotional processing. Without regu-
lar social engagement, your brain becomes lazy and loses its ability to han-
dle external stimuli. So, get out of the house and spend time with friends

to keep your brain energized!

If you recognize any of these habits in your daily life, it’s time to make
some adjustments and help your brain become sharper and more responsive!
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. ho doesn’t want
| to become more
| graceful? In many

ways, grace is the picture of
virtue. It encompasses not
only the spiritual charac-
teristics of kindness, tol-
erance, and integrity, but
is also physically apparent
in one’s body language and
composure. Common sym-
bols of grace embody supple
elegance, enduring beauty,
and quiet strength.

Symbolic grace

Physical grace is represented by
the elegant swan, who’s beauty is
unmatched among birds. Their
graceful movement is emulated
in classical dance, and they are
linked with love in various cul-
tural mythologies. White swans,
especially, symbolize the exqui-
site purity of God’s love.

In the botanical realm, bam-
boo is seen as the perfect blend
of integrity and flexibility. It rep-
resents harmony between man
and nature and a balance of yin
and yang. To bend with the storm
and bounce back effortlessly is an
important characteristic of phys-

-, Embrace 6 Aspects of Grace to Become More
Graceful in Body and Spirit

ical grace.

Another Asian plant — the lotus
— exemplifies spiritual grace. This
lovely flower is widely recognized
as a symbol of purity and it is also
associated with divine grace. The
Buddha is often portrayed sitting
on a lotus flower.

Spiritual grace can also be
depicted with pearls. Their soft
luminescence suggests serenity
and purity, the spherical shape —
harmony, and the gemstone-qual-
ity hardness — endurance. They
are linked with divinity in both
Greek and Chinese mythology.

To be continued

g & van-editor@kzgtimes.com
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12 Things to Know About The New York Times’ “Investigation” of Shen Yun, Falun Gong

ing case of a Falun Gong prac-
titioner working for Shen Yun
who passed away from cancer.
The paper omits reference to
reports from Shen Yun repre-
sentatives that this person was
in fact repeatedly encouraged
to seek medical attention and
in fact, finally taken to the hos-
pital by a Shen Yun staff mem-
ber. That the individual refused
prior medical care was her per-
sonal decision and should not be
taken to represent Shen Yun pol-
icies or Falun Gong teachings.
In fact, Falun Gong teachings
do not prohibit nor discour-
age taking medicine, though
many people experience health
improvements after taking up
the practice. Mr. Li has repeat-
edly told believers in publicly
available teachings to seek med-
ical treatment if needed.

9. The article erroneously
characterizes as nefarious
and oppressive practices

that are in fact standard at
many schools in the United
States.

To further the narrative that
Shen Yun’s environment is abu-
sive or controlling, the Times
describes several ostensibly
oppressive policies that are, in
fact, industry standard prac-
tices, or at least increasingly
common approaches at schools
in the United States.

The Shen Yun training facil-
ity in New York’s Hudson Valley
is co-located with a fully regis-
tered boarding school, Fei Tian
Academy of the Arts, where
students earn a high school
diploma and hone their artis-
tic skills. It is also home to Fei
Tian College, accredited by the
New England Commission of
Higher Education.

The Times reports, in a disap-
proving tone, that the students
cannot leave campus without
permission—even though this
is standard practice for board-
ing schools, and indeed, even
regular public schools. Schools
assume legal responsibility
for the students in their care,
including if they are injured
when leaving the premises dur-
ing school hours. What high
school allows its students to
just leave campus without per-
mission?

With regard to the fact that the
campus is “guarded,” as noted in
the Times’ article, an estimated
61 to 65 percent of U.S. public
schools employ armed security
personnel, as do most private
boarding schools and colleges,
even in rural locations. Far from
being hallmarks of a paranoid,
isolated, and restrictive “com-
pound,” these are reflections of
investment in student safety and
wellness. Such protections are
all the more crucial for a com-
munity repeatedly subject to
transnational repression from

ABOUT THE FALUN DAFA
INFORMATION CENTER
The Falun Dafa Information Center (FDIC)

is a non-profit located in New York, which
documents the Chinese Communist Party’s
persecution against Falun Gong practitioners

the CCP or threats of physical
violence. (Appendix C, email #3)

The article also errone-
ously implies that families are
restricted from visiting stu-
dents. Many students attending
Fei Tian Academy of the Arts
frequently see their families,
when their relatives live nearby
or visit the campus. Those who
see family only during vaca-
tions are not because of rules
that restrict access, but rather
because relatives live far away,
often in other countries.

The paper similarly noted
that younger artists are not per-
mitted smartphones, and that
Internet time is limited. This is
indeed a policy at Fei Tian, as it
is in many schools and homes
across America. School limits
on recreational screen time are
increasingly commonplace. The
Times itself recently published
recommendations to ban smart-
phones in schools and enforce
age limits for social media use.
After more than a decade of dis-
concerting studies and escalat-
ing concerns from parents, Cal-
ifornia, Florida, New York, and
other states are working to ban
smartphones from the class-
room. In this respect, the Fei
Tian schools—which allow stu-
dents access to flip or “dumb”
phones, including for commu-
nication with their families, a
practice being adopted by other
schools—were ahead of their
time. Yet the Times reports this
as evidence of a “dark side.”

Even the generous financial
aid arrangements made for stu-
dents are presented as somehow
nefarious: Student-perform-
ers are given full-ride scholar-
ships to registered or accred-
ited secondary, post-secondary,
and post-graduate institutions,
along with free room and board,
a cash stipend for program
expenses, and opportunities to
travel the world. Such arrange-
ments are common in ballet and
other performing arts compa-
nies, although the package for
Shen Yun’s student performers
is more substantial than many.
Yet, in the Times’ framing, these
benefits are presented as tools
of exploitation and emotional
manipulation.

The Times article even depicts
the requirement of weight con-
trol for dancers as abusive. But
that is common among profes-
sional dancers, athletes, and
models. It is not only for aes-
thetic reasons but also to reduce
the risk of injuries, as extra
weight can put additional stress
on joints and bones. According
to at least one former dancer
who was in the same troupe as
some of the Times’ interview-
ees, even when trying to lose
weight, dancers were advised
to eat enough to have sufficient
energy and provided with infor-
mation on proper nutrition.

10. The articles system-
atically use emotionally

manipulative language and
imagery.

The August articles employ
emotionally manipulative lan-
guage and imagery to shape
perceptions. The
reporters refer to Shen Yun’s
training center as a “compound”
a full seven times in their first
piece alone and describe Shen
Yun’s administrators as “lieu-
tenants.” Shen Yun’s train-
ing center has no surrounding
wall, which is the primary char-
acteristic of a “compound.” Such
word choices are not accidental;
they are crafted to evoke a sense
of fear and control, to conjure
associations with groups like
the Branch Davidians in Waco,
Texas, and to steer the reader
towards a cultish impression of
Shen Yun and Falun Gong.

The images accompanying the
story lack any pretense of neu-
trality. Photos of former per-
formers, Shen Yun posters, and
Shen Yun’s training center are all
cast in a gloomy, wintery light,
with the performers in melan-
choly poses and facial expres-
sions. These visual choices—
which contrast with photos of
these same individuals on their
social media profiles—work in
tandem with the text to drama-

readers’

tize the narrative, further rein-
forcing the negative portrayal.
(Appendix E)

The subliminal messaging is
intended to create an atmos-
phere of suspicion and unease
around Shen Yun and Falun
Gong. By employing such emo-
tionally charged and suggestive
language, the article subtly rein-
forces the idea that these groups
are secretive, cultish, and poten-
tially dangerous. At the same
time, the article does not relay
to readers that well-respected
experts on Chinese religion who
have written books on Falun
Gong have concurred with the
assessment that it is not a cult
and that in fact “the cult label
was a red herring” invented by
the CCP to retroactively justify
the persecution. (Appendix F)

This approach not only skews
the reader’s perception, it also
discredits the positive cultural
and spiritual aspects of Shen Yun
and Falun Gong by casting them
in a shadow of fear and mistrust.
Through these tactics, the article
overtly employs the basic tools of
a propaganda hit piece. It manip-
ulates the audience, rather than
attempting to present an objec-
tively balanced account.

11. The articles whitewash
the CCP’s persecution of
Falun Gong—including
well-documented organ

transplant abuses and
transnational repression
targeting Shen Yun.

in China and abroad, while advocating

on behalf of victims. Founded in the fall

of 1999, the center’s research and its staff
have been referenced in major news outlets,
testified before Congress, and been cited in
reports by human rights groups, the U.S.

In most of the articles, the
reporters give only passing men-
tion to the repression in China,
while downplaying its size using
vague terms like “many” in ref-
erence to the number of Falun
Gong practitioners in detention.
In fact, experts have repeat-
edly estimated that hundreds
of thousands, even millions, of
Falun Gong practitioners have
been detained by the regime,
far more than “many” would
convey. Even when depicting
the CCP’s transnational cam-
paign to sabotage Shen Yun, the
paper grossly misrepresents the
scale, citing one example of a
diplomat applying pressure to
stop a show. A January report
by the FDIC documented 130
incidents of censorship attempts
and physical attacks in over 38
countries by the regime and its
proxies against Shen Yun.

The reporters also quote a lone
expert who denies the exist-
ence of a systematic program
of organ harvesting from Falun
Gong prisoners. Yet this indi-
vidual is not among the many
researchers, journalists, law-
yers, and doctors who have tes-
tified in Congress, authored
NGO reports, or written peer-
reviewed articles in medical
journals about organ trans-
plant abuses in China. These
experts all found evidence indi-
cating Falun Gong practition-
ers have been systematically
killed for their organs. Such
evidence has also been found
credible by a 2019 China Tri-
bunal panel of specialists, nine
United Nations Special Rap-
porteurs, the U.S. Congress,
and the European Parliament.
Why would the Times not cite
any of these experts, organiza-
tions, governmental bodies, or
their easily available, published
work, and instead choose one
individual who would deny it?

12. The Times is missing

the real story and the CCP
is benefiting.

Whether knowingly or not,
this reporting reeks of CCP
influence and echoes Chinese
state media’s routine talking
points which demonize Falun
Gong, and incite hatred, social
ostracism, and violence. It is
horrifying to see a leading U.S.
paper echo that framing and
bring anti-Falun Gong discrim-
ination to American shores.

The Times seems to be try-
ing to take what should be cel-
ebrated—an attitude of vol-
unteerism and a creative,
world-class dance troupe bring-
ing a message of faith and hope
to millions—and to present it
as some kind of exploitative,
money-making scheme. It is
doing so without any apparent
regard for the consequences of
its actions.

Its irresponsible reporting has

already harmed Falun Gong
practitioners, including those
in China where the regime has
translated and disseminated
the paper’s past articles to fuel
hatred and violence. Outside
China, such reporting inevita-
bly turbo-charges Chinese dip-
lomatic efforts to pressure theat-
ers not to book shows, while
putting performers in physical
danger.

But the impact of the Times’
problematic distortions is more
far-reaching. They harm would-
be audience members in the
United States and around the
world who would benefit from
Shen Yun’s artistry, beauty, and
optimistic messages, as well as
readers who might otherwise
appreciate how a spiritual and
meditative practice like Falun
Gong could improve their lives.

Meanwhile, CCP proxies are
making use of the articles when
making violent threats and
sending fake emails to elected
officials who have supported
Shen Yun in the past. An Aug.
19 message to the Shen Yun web-
site demanded that Shen Yun’s
criticism of the Times’ reports
(such as Shen Yun’s official
response statement) be imme-
diately removed. If they are not
removed within a month, the
message said, then:

“Shen Yun Performing Arts
and Fei Tian school employ-
ees, and family members
very likely will have some
inexplicable car accidents,
their houses will unexplain-
ably catch fireand burn, and
also may be attacked by New
York gangsters. We hope you
can be responsible to them
and their families.”

This is one of at least 20 threats
of bomb detonations, mass
shootings, or sexual violence
that have been sent targeting
Shen Yun performers or venues
in 2024. Thankfully, none of the
threats have resulted in actual
violence but the psychological
impact and the attempt to pres-
sure theaters to cancel perfor-
mances is real.

In two other incidents, peo-
ple falsely impersonating for-
mer Shen Yun performers sent
emails to parliamentarians in
Canada and Sweden trying to
discourage them from sup-
porting Shen Yun. The emails
used almost identical language,
linked to the New York Times’
articles, and made claims of
abuse and trauma. Suspicious
of the messages, the targets
shared them with local Falun
Gong practitioners who con-
firmed with Shen Yun that no
such former performers or stu-
dents by those names existed.

The CCP could not have imag-
ined a better ally than the Times
in its latest campaign to elimi-
nate Falun Gong globally.

State Department, the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom, and the

Congressional-Executive Commission on
China, among others. For more information
on our mission, history, and staff, visit

faluninfo.net/about-us-our-mission.
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12 Things to Know About The New
York Times’ “Investigation” of
Shen Yun, Falun Gong

CCF's New Push to Eliminate
Falun Gong and Shen Yun Globally
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By Falun Dafa Infocenter

ince August 2024, the New York Times
has published a series of articles on the
Shen Yun dance company, founded by

people who practice Falun Gong, and on

Falun Gong itself. The articles falsely por-
tray Shen Yun as an abusive environment
that treats performers as “expendable” while
others benefit financially and Falun Gong
practitioners as hoodwinked zealots. The
paper’s portrayals are unrecognizable not
only to current and former Shen Yun per-
formers and most Falun Gong practition-
ers, but also to doctors, lawyers, and China
specialists closely familiar with these com-
munities.

To understand how such distortions
came to appear in such a prominent Amer-
ican newspaper, the Falun Dafa Infor-
mation Center (FDIC) researched vari-
ous aspects of the reporting. Drawing on
interviews with over 100 current and for-
mer Shen Yun performers over the past
year, email communications between the

journalists and interview subjects, medical
doctors who regularly treat Shen Yun per-
formers, along with leaked Chinese gov-
ernment information, we have identified
multiple dubious elements.

We discovered that the Times disre-
garded repeated and good-faith attempts
by Shen Yun and others to provide infor-
mation that ran counter to its precon-
ceived narrative, used highly problematic
sources and a small sample size to build a
particular storyline, ignored a wide-range
of experts, did not disclose critical infor-
mation to readers, and continued a dec-
ades-long pattern of grossly distorting the
beliefs of Falun Gong practitioners.

The findings raise serious concerns about
why the Times would engage in report-
ing that breaches journalistic ethics, while
obviously harming a religious minority
that is persecuted in China. The extent to
which the Times’ reporting achieves the
goals of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) is deeply disturbing.

Below, we detail 12 things readers should
know about the Times’ coverage.

12 THINGS READERS SHOULD KNOW
1. The Times’ articles are based on cherry-
picked accounts from a small group of
disgruntled people that are then used to cast
wide-ranging accusations without evidence
to support them. The articles are also riddled
with inaccuracies.

2. The New York Times failed to disclose
interviewees’ obvious conflicts of interest,
including ties to the Chinese government.

3. The Times has a long history of distorted
reporting on Falun Gong.

4. Intiming and substance, the Times’
reporting aligns with a new global push by
top Chinese officials to shut down Shen Yun

and eliminate Falun Gong globally

5. A CCP-backed YouTuber who has
threatened violence against Shen Yun and
who faces illegal weapons charges in the
United States has close ties with the Times’
interviewees and has spoken publicly about
collaborating with the Times’ journalists.

6. The articles severely misrepresent Falun
Gong beliefs and community, displaying
cultural and religious illiteracy and bias.

7. Journalists explicitly pursued negative
stories and omitted lengthy communications
from former Shen Yun performers that
contradicted their dark narrative.

8. The articles falsely implied that Shen

Yun artists are discouraged from seeking
medical care or are denied access to
necessary treatments.

9. The articles erroneously characterize as
nefarious and oppressive practices that are in
fact standard at many schools in the United
States.

10. The articles systematically use emotionally
manipulative language and imagery.

11. The articles whitewash the CCP’s
persecution of Falun Gong—including well-
documented organ transplant abuses and
transnational repression targeting Shen Yun.
12. The Times is missing the real story and
the CCP is benefiting.

(Continued from previous issue)

7. Journalists explicitly
pursued negative stories
and omitted lengthy com-

munications from former
Shen Yun performers that
contradicted their dark
narrative.

Email correspondence shared
with FDIC indicates the skewed
and negative narrative of the
articles, despite evidence that
would have countered it. Email
records show that multiple
people whom the Times con-
tacted relayed positive expe-
riences about their time with
Shen Yun or otherwise shared
information that contradicted
what was published in the final
article (Appendix C). Yet their
comments were almost entirely
omitted from the pieces.

Indeed, after the article was
published, violinist Eugene Liu,
one of the interviewees who was
quoted in the article raising a
concern about how much stu-
dent artists are paid published
a series of posts on X indicating
his comment was taken out of
context and that “a better com-
parison would be in the colle-
giate sphere, where student ath-
letes (most of whom are on full
scholarships) are not paid to
play.” Liu, moreover, referred
in his posts to his time at Shen

Yun as “invaluable” and that
“my time there was nothing but
positive.” Liu further reflected:

“Because of the wholesome
environment that is fostered, I
have been able to avoid habits
that have plagued many people
my age, including internet and
gaming addiction, as well as ram-
pant substance abuse. ... I never
felt deprived of anything mate-
rial, and crucially, the mission
of Shen Yun fed me spiritually.”

Such comments never made it
into the article. Liu noted in a
later interview that his impres-
sion was that the two Times’
reporters were approaching
Shen Yun with the thought that
it was something “sinister” and
that “There’s a lot of things that
they would conveniently leave
out.”

Moreover, several people con-
tacted by the Times warned
them that their interviewees
may have been compromised.
One former dancer contacted
by the paper told the reporters
that the sources they were rely-
ing on were untrustworthy and
working in coordination with
each other, or at least were influ-
enced by each other’s recollec-
tions of their time at Shen Yun,
likely leading to exaggerations.
She urged the journalists to “do
your homework to really under-
stand their backgrounds,” and

that “some have complicated
backgrounds in China.”
“These people have known
each other and been talking for
many years, so even if a few of
them might tell you the same
story, I don’t know that proves
much,” she told the journal-
ists (Appendix C, email #1).
Another comment by this per-
son was included in the final
article (the only positive testi-
mony about Shen Yun), indicat-
ing that the journalists found
her at least somewhat credible.
Yet her warnings were disre-

garded..

8. The article falsely
implied that Shen Yun art-
ists and Falun Gong prac-

titioners are discouraged
from seeking medical care
or are denied access to nec-

essary treatments.

A major theme of the Times’
reporting is that Shen Yun per-
formers do not receive medical
care. But this is demonstrably
false. One article details four
instances of dancers and two
cases of musicians performing
through untreated injuries or
sprains. In each case, it notes
that the individuals did not seek
or request medical care. A Shen
Yun representative offered to
arrange for the Times to inter-
view several Shen Yun artists

who had sought and received
medical treatment, but the
reporters did not pursue those
offers (Appendix D).

Moreover, one of the for-
mer performers mentioned in
the article explicitly told the
Times that although she chose
to seek only limited treatment
for a knee injury, “it can’t rep-
resent Shen Yun’s attitude for
injuries.” She further explained
that “many Shen Yun dancers
do in fact receive medical treat-
ment... and this is the majority.”
(Appendix C, Email #1) None of
those comments were included
in the Times report nor the fact
that she ultimately recovered
from the injury and went on to
perform for several years after
the incident.

FDIC spoke with over 100
Shen Yun performers over the
last ten months to produce mul-
tiple reports about transnational
repression targeting Shen Yun.
According to our findings, while
some Shen Yun dancers do suf-
fer injuries in the course of
training or performing, none of
the artists we spoke to indicated
the company discouraged them
from seeking medical treat-
ment. Rather, these artists said
the company provides access to
a very high standard of medi-
cal care, while respecting each
performer’s personal decision

as to what treatments they wish
to seek.

“Like with any other profes-
sional athlete or performer,
if you're dealing with vari-
ous aches and pains, some-
times you just need to push
through,” explained Principal
Dancer Piotr Huang in an inter-
view. “But if it will cause a last-
ing injury or is too painful, of
course, we don’t perform. We
have a responsibility to our audi-
ence and only want to show our
best, therefore we would never
perform with a serious injury,
and Shen Yun wouldn’t allow
it anyway.”

Several doctors who practice
medicine in towns near Shen
Yun’s headquarters in New
York say they regularly treat
Shen Yun performers. Accord-
ing to Dr. Jingduan Yang, CEO
of Northern Medical Center,
he and his colleagues regularly
conduct medical evaluations
for Shen Yun performers and
order 10-20 X-rays and 15-20
MRI scans related to Shen Yun
dancers each year. Shen Yun
administrators indicate there
are medical records for multiple
surgeries for ruptured Achilles
tendons, ACL, and other inju-
ries dating back years.

The Times’ revives this line of
accusations in a December arti-
cle, highlighting a heart-rend-
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©3 - David Lee

A true story from the
Japanese Embassy in US!!!

B AR B
AR AE A E B HCF ...

A few days ago, Prime
Minister Mori was given some
Basic English conversation
training before he visits
Washington and meets
president Barack Obama- -

KA > HASE fH Mori 1£
fbBHE R IR 3] 28 BT R I
Bl » 252 T — SRRSO s

The instructor told Mori
Prime Minister, when you
shake hand with President
Obama, please say “howru’ .

FRl 5 F7 E fH Mori > T
TRAR G TRE T - G5 S -
'How are you ? JJ

Then Mr. Obama should
say, ‘I am fine, and you?’

MR W e & a2 -
T am fine * and you ? 1]

Now, you should say

‘me too’ . Afterwards we,
translators, will do the work
for you.’

MR - (RIE A
[Me too.] » £ 2% » #AM
MRS B & TR ENEIE L
-]

It looks quite simple, but
the truth is--

IBERAHHE A - HEE

\_

R
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FBE IR veevee e

When Mori met Obama ,
he mistakenly said “who r u?
” (Instead of ‘How r u?” .)

B Mori Bl BB flf (AT R
Mori @R : TR ? 1 (&K
AREZHT + UREFIG 2 )

Mr.. Obama was a bit
shocked but still managed to
react with humor: T'Well, I'm
Michelle’ s husband, ha-ha--- |

WO E ISR E
RIS« T 3R K SRS
Ko WEHGHG -+ )

Then Mori replied “me
too, ha-ha.. . ”

9K #% Mori B 2 3% [\ % -
MMe too * IGIETE .. ]

Then there was a long
silence in the meeting room.
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[David’ s Note]
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