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VISION TIMES

EU Leaders Meet Xi Jinping In Paris,

Express Concern Over Beljing’s

By Gabriele Esposito
Vision Times

uring Chinese leader
Xi Jinping’s visit to
Paris, French President

Emmanuel Macron and EU
Commission chief Ursula von
der Leyen urged him to ensure
more balanced trade practices
with the West, and pressed him
on the Ukraine situation.

Making his first trip to Europe
in five years, Xi’s visits comes
at a time of growing business
tensions. The European Union
is investigating Chinese indus-
tries such as electric vehicle
exports, while Beijing probes
mostly French-made brandy
imports.

Macron said Europe and
China needed to resolve struc-
tural difficulties. “The future
of our continent will also very
clearly depend on our capac-
ity to further develop in a bal-
anced way our relationship with
China,” he said as the three
sat at a round table under the
gilded ceilings of the Elysee
Palace.

According to the EU Commis-
sion’s president Von der Leyen,
the bilateral relationship has
suffered from unequal market
access and Chinese state subsi-
dies that unfairly boost its oth-
erwise vastly bloated indus-
trial capacity. The European

France's President Emmanuel Macron (R) and China's President Xi Jinping (L) wave
as they conclude their attendance at the sixth meeting of the Franco-Chinese
Business Council at The Marigny Theatre in Paris on May 6, 2024, during an ofﬁaal
two- day state visit hosted by the French president. (mage MOHAMMED BADR 0

The European
Union ‘cannot
absorb massive
over-production
of Chinese
industrial goods
flooding its
market.’

Von der Leyen,

EU Commission’s president

Union “cannot absorb mas-
sive over-production of Chi-
nese industrial goods flooding
its market,” she said after the
meeting.

“Europe will not waver from
making tough decisions needed
to protect its market,” she
added, while also saying that
Xi had played a positive role in
helping calm the nuclear threat
from Russia, which has tense
relations with the West over its
war on Ukraine.

Recently U.S. Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen said that
Washington would not accept

new industries being “deci-
mated” by Chinese imports.

Xi, who is simultaneously the
head of the Chinese govern-
ment and general secretary of
the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), made brief comments
to the public, saying he viewed
relations with Europe as a pri-
ority of China’s foreign policy,
and that both should stay com-
mitted to the partnership.

During the meeting the CCP
chief said: “As the world enters
anew period of turbulence and
change, as two important forces
in this world, China and Europe
should adhere to the position-
ing of partners, adhere to dia-
logue and cooperation.”

Uneven approach

The EU’s 27 member states
are not unified in their atti-
tude towards Communist
China. France and Germany
for example have a different
approach, something that frus-
trates the EU’s diplomacy with
Beijing. While Paris advocates
a tougher line on the EV probe,
Berlin wants to proceed with
more caution.

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz did not join Macron and
Xi in Paris due to prior com-
mitments.

Some French government offi-
cials say privately that they are
concerned Berlin will try to
undermine the electric vehicle
probe. China is a key market for

Trade Practices

Germany’s export-led economy
and its carmakers such as BMW
and Mercedes-Benz.

French cognac makers
exposed to China’s retaliatory
anti-dumping investigation
include Remy Cointreau, Per-
nod Ricard and LVMH-owned
Hennessey.

Bruno Le Maire, France’s
finance minister, told a Fran-
co-Chinese business forum that
France and China could legiti-
mately support their domestic
industries, but any such poli-
cies had to be fair and recipro-
cal. “We are currently far from
balanced,” he added.

Officials said France also
hopes to push to open the Chi-
nese market for its agricul-
tural exports, and resolve issues
around the French cosmetic
industry’s intellectual property
rights. During Xi’s visit, Bei-
jing could announce an order
for around 50 Airbus aircraft.

China also faces mounting
pressure from Western coun-
tries to convince Moscow to
halt its war in Ukraine. While
Ximade a phone call to Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky shortly after Macron visited
Beijing last year, the Sino-Rus-
sian relationship has only got-
ten deeper, with Beijing provid-
ing critical industrial support
for the Kremlin’s military pro-
duction.

Reuters contributed to this report.
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TikTok Sues to Overturn
US Law Forcing
Divestment From
ByteDance

By Alina Wang
Vision Times

n the latest chapter of ongo-
Iing tensions between TikTok

and the U.S. government, the
wildly popular social media plat-
form has filed a lawsuit against
the latter. The legal action comes
in response to a new law man-
dating the app’s divestment
from its Chinese parent com-
pany, ByteDance, or face an out-
right ban in the U.S.

The roots of the lawsuit stem
from a bill signed by U.S. President
Joe Biden, which commands Tik-
Tok to sever its ties with ByteD-
ance by January 2025, unless
an extension of three months is
granted to finalize a sale.

This legislation, passed with
bipartisan support, is aimed not
atbanning TikTok but at prevent-
ing potential access by the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) to Amer-
ican user data and influencing U.S.
citizens via the app’s algorithms.

The genesis of the
legal challenge

TikTok’s lawsuit, filed in a fed-
eral appeals court in Washington,
D.C., argues that the law infringes
on the First Amendment rights of
the company and its users. Tik-
Tok contends that this is the first
instance where Congress has
enacted a law that could lead to a
permanent, nationwide ban on a
specific speech platform, thereby
restricting Americans from
accessing a global online com-
munity that includes over a bil-
lion users.

“For the first time in history,
Congress has enacted a law that
subjects a single, named speech
platform to a permanent, nation-
wide ban, and bars every Ameri-
can from participating in a unique
online community with more than
one billion people worldwide,” the
company said in its petition to the
United States Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit.

)
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“There
question: The act will force a
shutdown of TikTok by Jan. 19,
2025,” it added.

The crux of TikTok’s argument
lies in the balance between safe-

is no

guarding free speech and address-
ing national security risks. Alex
Urbelis, a legal expert who previ-
ously represented TikTok employ-
ees, highlighted that the judiciary
often defers to Congress and the
executive on national security
matters. However, he points out
that the fundamental legal battle
will come down to the principles
of free speech and national secu-
rity needs.

“National security concerns are
always very difficult to litigate in
a lot of ways because the courts
will very often defer to congres-
sional findings and the president’s
powers to conduct foreign affairs
when it comes to national secu-
rity issues,” Urbelis told The Epoch
Times.

He added, “So you have a lot of
inherent expertise in Congress
and power from the executive that
the judiciary does not very often
see as its job to disturb.”

International and
financial implications
Congress based its decision on
classified intelligence briefings,
with supporters like Sen. Mark
Warner (D-VA) and Rep. John

"It is telling that Tik-
Tok would rather
spend its time,
money, and effort
fighting in court
than solving the
problem by break-
ing up with the CCP.
I'm confident that
our legislation will
be upheld."

- Representative
John Moolenaar

"...the law does not
amount to a ban

of the service, but
rather an effort

to address its for-
eign ownership

— rooted in dec-
ades-long national
security interest in
ensuring that core
communications
infrastructure is not
vulnerable to for-
eign manipulation.”

- Senator Mark
Warner

Fock A Home

Enjoy Free Movies
Save on Premium

Moolenaar
(R-MI) empha-
sizing the “grave risks”
posed by TikTok’s potential
ties to the CCP. Warner argues
that the legislation does not seek
to ban TikTok but to address con-
cerns over its foreign ownership,
which could make core commu-
nication infrastructure vulnerable
to foreign manipulation.
“TikTok’s legal challenge is no
surprise. As I think the DC Cir-
cuit will see, however, the law does
not amount to a ban of the ser-
vice, but rather an effort to address
its foreign ownership — rooted
in decades-long national security
interest in ensuring that core com-
munications infrastructure is not
vulnerable to foreign manipula-
tion.” Mr. Warner told The Epoch
Times in an emailed statement.
From an international perspec-
tive, this legal battle also under-
scores the ongoing geopolitical
tensions between the U.S. and
China, particularly in the realm
of technology and data security.
The U.S. government’s actions
reflect a broader strategy to miti-
gate risks associated with Chinese
technology companies amid esca-
lating concerns about data privacy
and national security.
Financially, the forced dives-
titure could lead to a significant
financial transaction, as Sen. Brian
Schatz pointed out, suggesting that
ByteDance could receive a “gob-
smacking amount of money”
should it decide to sell TikTok.

www.VisionTimes.com

However, ByteDance

has publicly stated its

intention not to sell

the platform, setting the

stage for a protracted legal and
political standoff.

The broader impact
on tech privacy

This lawsuit also highlights the
growing scrutiny over how tech
companies manage user data and
the influence of foreign ownership
on American tech platforms. It
raises critical questions about the
extent to which the government
should intervene in the tech sec-
tor and the implications of such
interventions for global technol-
ogy governance.

As the legal proceedings unfold,
the case will likely become a land-
mark in the discourse on tech-
nology, free speech, and national
security. The outcome could set
precedents for how the U.S. and
other governments approach the
regulation of technology compa-
nies, especially those with signif-
icant foreign ties.

Moreover, it will influence the
strategic decisions of other tech
firms operating at the intersection
of U.S.-China relations.

“Congress and the Executive
Branch have concluded, based on
both publicly available and clas-
sified information, that TikTok
poses a grave risk to national secu-
rity and the American people,”
said. Mr. Moolenaar (R-Mich.),
chairman of the House Select
Committee on China.

He added, “It is telling that Tik-
Tok would rather spend its time,
money, and effort fighting in
court than solving the problem
by breaking up with the CCP. I'm
confident that our legislation will

be upheld.”
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For Powerful Traditional Remedies.
Know and Grow Medicinal Herbs ®

Continued from the previous issue

By lla Bonczek
Vision Times

ome remedies
with comfrey

Once you have your comfrey

plants established, you will have
a plentiful supply to experiment
with, and there are tons of ways
to try it. Aside from eating it
fresh, probably the simplest and
safest way to consume comfrey
is as a tea.

Comfrey lea

A hot tea can be made by pour-
ing boiling water over a small
amount (one teaspoon) of dried
comfrey leaves or roots, or a
larger amount of fresh material.
Allow it to steep for ten minutes.
A cold brew takes several hours,
but is better for bringing out the
soothing mucilaginous proper-
ties of the herb.

Comfrey tea is mild, soothing and
easy to make.

Wash, chop, and mash up comfrey
leaves for a quick and effective poul-
tice. (Image: lla Bonczek

vision Times)

Comfrey tea can help with a
wide variety of internal issues,
including ulcers, digestive con-
cerns, respiratory ailments, blad-
der and bowel irritations. Keep
in mind: consuming large, con-
centrated amounts may adversely
affect the liver.

Traditional Chinese
medicine (1CM) calls
on comfrey forits
ability to help repair
tissue, stop bleeding,
clear heat, boost vin,
and strengthen blood
and “qi,” or life energy.

For a healing wash or for oral
hygiene, a stronger infusion is
suitable. Allow a more generous
amount of the herb to steep for
several hours before straining.
Surplus can be kept in the fridge
for additional treatments.

On a larger scale, an herbal
bath can be enjoyed by partially
filling the tub with hot-only
water and a contained quantity
of the herb — like dried comfrey
stuffed into a sock and tied. Fill
the tub to adjust the water tem-
perature after the “teabag” has
steeped for 10 minutes or more.
Comfrey baths are especially rec-
ommended for postpartum tears,
hemorrhoids, and general aches
or inflammation.

&=

B3 Nature

Poultice
Another effective way to treat

inflammation, injury, and all

sorts of skin conditions is the

poultice. A poultice is basically

crushed plant material applied

topically. Fresh

leaves and/or

roots can be

crushed or : )

blended :

into a

paste. Dry

material

should

be ground

into a pow-

der form first,

and mixed with

warm water.
Apply the paste to the

affected area and hold

it in place with a cloth

bandage. For best results,

keep the poultice on for

several hours or

during sleep.

Salve

One of the most
convenient forms
of comfrey is a
salve. Although it
takes some prep-
aration to make,
this remedy is easy
to apply and stores
well at room tem-
perature.

To make a salve, you first
need to infuse some oil (olive
or almond are popular choices)
with comfrey. This can be done
at room temperature over a few
weeks, or heated for
a couple of hours.
Use dried herb to
prevent moisture
from spoiling your
salve. The infused
oil is strained and
blended with bees-
wax while hot, then
essential oils are
added to enhance
the medicinal quali-
ties and act as a pre-
servative.

Transfer into small,
clean jars and use topically all
year round for aches, bruises,
skin irritations, bites and even
fractures. Nicely packaged, this
all-purpose salve also makes a
thoughtful homemade gift.

Tinctures
Tinctures capture the medici-
nal qualities of an herb in alcohol.
They are used in small amounts
(drops) taken orally,
but can
also be
used in a
topical spray.
To make a tinc-
ture, stuff a glass
jar with fresh,
crushed leaves
or chopped roots,
or more finely cut dry

www.VisionTimes.com

Tinctures can be added to hot ~ Comfrey herb
tea or other liquids to promote ~ rootand leaves
used in natu-

internal healing as mentioned
above. They can also be sprayed
topically or applied with a cotton
ball to affected areas.

ral herbal med-
icine to treat

skin conditions.
(Image:Adobe Stock)

Thinking ahead

Dry or freeze fresh comfrey
leaves in the summer when they
are plentiful so you won’t be with-
out them in the winter.

Comfrey paste layered between
two clean cloths and placed in a
freezer bag will double as an ice
pack and a healing poultice —
ready and waiting.

While comfrey root and leaf
were once commonly taken orally
— either as an herbal infusion or
a fresh vegetable — for safety’s
(and liability’s) sake it is rarely
recommended for anything inter-
nal today.

Western medicine sees
comfrey as vulnerary
(wound healing),
astringent, hemostatic,
and cooling; as well as
anti-inflammatory,
demulcent,
emollient and
expectorant.

Topical applications like salves,
poultices and washes are consid-
ered safe in moderation, as long
as you are not applying to an open
wound — the concern being that
fast-acting comfrey could heal the
wound with an infection locked
inside.

If you choose to consume com-

frey, please keep in

mind the following
precautions:

o Therootis more
potent than the leaf
. Consider tak-

ing an herbal liver sup-
port (such as green tea, gin-
ger, milk thistle, or turmeric)
simultaneously

o  Internal use of comfrey
is not recommended for chil-
dren, pregnant women, or
those with a known liver con-
dition.

material. Cover the herb com-
pletely with a strong alcohol like
vodka. If you will only be using
it topically, you can use rubbing
alcohol, but be sure to label it
appropriately.

Best Accurate

Place the jar in a warm, dark
area and shake daily for two
weeks. Strain out the liquid and
store it in amber bottles.

Corporate Taxation, Personal Taxation,
Real Estate, Retirement Planning,
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B4 Cuisine

Learn How to Make
This Delicious
Albanian Dish

Using Easy Ingredients

By Manos Angelakis

mbarking on this culinary
E journey, I must confess that
fried liver and onions typ-
ically do not appeal to my palate.
However, there exists a classic
Ottoman appetizer that has capti-
vated my taste buds and earned my
unwavering adoration. Whenever
I find myself in a Turkish restau-
rant that offers it, whether as part
of a meze assortment or as a stan-
dalone main dish, I simply can-
not resist. Naturally, I have taken
to preparing this delightful dish
in the comfort of my own kitchen.
Arnavut cigeri, or Albanian liver,
is a pan-fried delicacy that bursts
with the vibrant flavors of crushed
red pepper flakes and other aro-
matic spices. It is elegantly paired
with a refreshing salad of red onion
and parsley, subtly enhanced with
the tang of sumac. Though tradi-
tionally enjoyed as a meze, I find
it satisfying enough to serve as a
main course.
The conventional recipe opts for
lamb’s liver, but I have a personal
preference for beef liver — attrib-

uting to its robust flavor and the

convenience

of availability
at my local super-
market.

The following is my
mother’s cherished recipe,
which I faithfully recreate, occa-
sionally infusing it with my own
twists. For instance, I might incor-
porate thin slices of habanero in
place of the traditional Turkish
long hot peppers, or perhaps add
tomato wedges for a variation.

At times, my wife introduces
her own spin by gently sautéing
white onions with slices of crem-
ini mushrooms, opting for cilantro
over flat-leaf parsley as a garnish,
and incorporating sumac directly
into the flour and spice mixture.

i
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Elevating Classics

Ingredients

o 1 1b. liver, cut into bite-sized
pieces for meze or strips for a
main course.

« 1large red onion, halved length-
wise and thinly sliced

o 8 sprigs flat-leaf parsley, stems
removed, coarsely chopped

o 2 tsp. ground sumac

\
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Rustic Basque Garlic Soup Recipe

o 2 tsp. paprika

o Y tsp crushed chili pepper flakes
or spicy smoked paprika

o 1 cup all-purpose flour

e 1/2 cup oil for frying (Tradition-
ally olive oil is used in Turkey
and Greece, but I prefer canola)

« Lemon wedges, at least one per
diner

o Seasalt and freshly ground black
pepper, to taste

/
)i / “\,

Ingredients

e
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dish which translates to “garlic
soup,” ingeniously employs bread
to thicken the soup — a clever nod to the
tradition of not wasting stale bread. Diverse

<« Sopa de ajo,” a cherished Basque

iterations exist within Spanish culinary
traditions, featuring alternative thicken-
ing agents like crushed almond meat, often
touted as remedies for hangovers.

In the absence of the traditional Basque
“zopako ogia” flatbread, which remains elu-
sivein the U.S., I've adapted by using baguette
slices. These are fried to a perfect golden
brown in olive oil, not just adding bulk but
also enriching the soup with a deeper flavor
profile. Another cornerstone of sopa de ajo,
pivotal to Spanish gastronomy at large, is
“pimentdn de la Vera.” This smoky paprika
— hailing from Spain’s La Vera region — is
crafted by smoke-drying ripe peppers over
oak, then finely grinding them.

For my rendition of garlic soup, I prefer
the “Las Hermanas” brand’s agridulce (bit-

-

tersweet) variety. While the original recipe
suggests the dulce (sweet) type, I find agrid-
ulce offers a more nuanced taste—richer
than dulce but less fiery than the piquant
pimentén picante. However, depending on
your taste preferences for a milder or spic-
ier flavor, feel free to experiment with other
forms of Spanish paprika.

This particular spice became a staple in
my pantry following a press trip to Extrem-
adura, where I visited its production facil-
ities. The amount of pimentén required
varies with the soup quantity you plan to
prepare.

The “Las Hermanas” brand, under “Hijos
de Salvador Lopez,” is notably managed
by women. Initiated in 1940 by Salvador
Lépez, the legacy was carried forward by
his three sons and presently, his two grand-
daughters. The process involves smoking
the locally farmed peppers over oak fires
until they achieve a ripe red hue, ensuring
a distinctive flavor.

~N—FH

\

VARV

o 6 cups cubed French bread (sub-
stitute with zopako ogia if avail-
able)

« 3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive
oil

o Y cup extra virgin olive oil

o 7 cloves garlic, thinly sliced, or
to your taste

« % medium yellow onion, thinly
sliced

o 2 ounces smoked ham, diced

« 1to 1 1/4 tablespoon smoked
pimentdn, or according to taste

« 6 cups chicken broth, adjust as
needed

« A pinch of cayenne pepper, to
taste

« Salt and ground black pepper,
to taste

o 1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf
parsley or cilantro

o 4large eggs

Method

Preheat a salamander or oven to
375°F, using the top grill setting.

In a cast-iron frying pan, brown
the bread cubes in 3 tablespoons
of olive oil until well-toasted but
not charred.

Heat the remaining olive oil in
a heavy pot over medium heat.
Sauté garlic and onion until
golden, roughly 1-2 minutes. Add
the ham and cook until warmed,
about 1 ¥2 more minutes. Stir in
the pimentén and cook for an
additional minute.

www.VisionTimes.com

Method

Begin with the salad. Massage 1
or 2 tsp of sea salt into the onion
slices to soften and enhance their
flavor. Mix in the parsley, sumac,
and a pinch of black pepper.
Arrange this salad on a serving
dish and set it aside.

Prepare the liver by removing

any skin or ducts, then slice it

into the desired pieces. On a
plate, combine the flour, 2/3
tsp sea salt, paprika, and
chili pepper flakes or spicy
paprika. Coat the liver
pieces thoroughly in this
mixture.

In a heavy skillet, heat the
oil over high heat. Fry the
liver pieces for 4-5 minutes

until they are crisply browned

on the outside yet remain ten-

der and moist inside. Transfer

the liver to a paper towel to drain
any excess oil.

Before assembling, drain any
excess liquid from the salad.
Place the fried liver atop a platter
and cover it with the salad. Serve
this dish warm, accompanied by
a lemon wedge for each guest to
squeeze over their serving. The
zest of fresh lemon not only adds
a refreshing taste but also beauti-
tully complements the flavors of
the onion and parsley or cilantro
salad.

&

\

Add the bread cubes to the pot,
ensuring they are well-coated with
the flavorful oil, garlic, onion, and
ham mixture.

Pour in the chicken broth, dis-
integrating the bread cubes to
thicken the soup. Season with cay-
enne, salt, and black pepper. Bring
to a boil, then lower the heat and
stir in the parsley. Simmer for 4
minutes.

Crack each egg into separate
small bowls. Divide the soup
among four clay pots, creating
depressions on the surface. Gen-
tly pour an egg into each depres-
sion. Bake in the preheated envi-
ronment until the egg whites set
and yolks remain slightly runny,
about 2-3 minutes.

Serve immediately and savor
the robust flavors.

In Extremadura, a variation
known as Ajo Blanco is also pop-
ular. This version uses lightly
toasted, crushed almonds instead
of bread and omits smoked ham,
blending the remaining ingre-
dients to a smooth consistency.
Typically served cold in a cham-
pagne coupe and finished with a
drizzle of extra virgin olive oil,
it offers a refreshing contrast to
its warmer counterpart. Enjoy!
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