Qin Gang Dismissed, Wang Yi Succeeds
in the CCP Mmlstry Of Forelgn Affalrs
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Translated by
Vision Times Staff

After being absent for
a month, on July 25, the
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress
of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) decided to
dismiss Qin Gang from his
concurrent post as Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs with-
out providing any reasons.
Many observers believe that
the retention of his position
as a state councilor suggests
signs of a possible soft land-
ing for Qin. British media
have revealed Qin’s connec-
tions with the intelligence
system and the antipathy
between him and his suc-
cessor Xie Feng.

Qin Gang, 57, was ap-
pointed as China’s ambas-
sador to the United States in
July 2021 and was promot-
ed to Minister of Foreign
Affairs 17 months later, be-
coming one of Xi Jinping’s
most trusted confidants.

The CCP’s Xinhua News
Agency announced the dis-
missal of Qin Gang as for-
eign minister at 7:00 p.m.
on July 25, and the official
website of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of China
subsequently deleted all
web pages and information
related to Qin Gang.

(To Page A4)
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Qin Gang Dismissed, Wang
Yi Succeeds in the CCP
Ministry Of Foreign Affairs

(From Page A1) Thus, Qin Gang's
7-month career as a foreign minister
came to an abrupt end.

Meanwhile, Wang Yi, 70, was
appointed as Qin Gang's successor.
Wang Yi is the director of the Office
of the CCP's Foreign Affairs Work-
ing Committee; he is also a member
of'the Political Bureau, which is com-
posed of 24 of China's top officials.

In the days that followed Qin
Gang’s disappearance, Wang Yi
acted as the foreign minister on many
diplomatic occasions. Not only did
he attend the ASEAN foreign min-
isters' series of meetings, but he also
recently attended the BRICS coun-
tries' senior representative meeting
on security affairs in Johannesburg.

How long can Wang Yi serve for?
Hu Ping, the honorary editor-in-chief
of "Beijing Spring," said, "Getting
Wang Yi to come back and be the
Minister of Foreign Affairs again is
obviously a transitional arrangement.
This also shows that he (Xi Jinping)
is still a bit hesitant and indecisive on
this issue, and he is not so confident
in the person who should be succeed-
ing according to the rules."

Bonnie Glaser, a senior expert on
US-China relations in Washington,
told Voice of America that Wang Yi
is just an interim foreign minister,
and Beijing will soon appoint a new
foreign minister. Because the CCP
system needs two people, one is the
director of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, and the other is the Minister
of Foreign Affairs. This may take
several weeks or months (transition).

Qin Gang has always been seen as
a trusted ally of Chinese leader Xi
Jinping. Qin was appointed as For-
eign Minister in December last year,
previously serving as China's ambas-
sador to the United States during the
Covid-19 pandemic. He disappeared
from public view after meeting offi-
cials from Sri Lanka, Vietnam, and
Russia on June 25.

Chinese independent scholar Wu
Qiang told reporters, "Qin Gang's
political career is over, and I think
Wang Yi will play a transitional role
in this brewing crisis in China's dip-
lomatic system." He also said that
Qin's dismissal and rumors related to
his disappearance reflect the uncer-
tainty within China's top leadership.

On July 19, Xie Feng, the Chinese
Ambassador to the United States, re-
sponded to Qin Gang's disappearance
at the Aspen Security Forum, saying,
"let’s wait and see." He answered
questions with a beaming smile, at-
tracting attention.

On July 25, Financial Times pub-
lished an article titled "The Disap-
pearance of Xi Jinping's Beloved Qin
Gang Intensifies China's Diplomatic
Chaos." The article exposed details
about Qin Gang, who had risen rap-
idly as a new star in the brutal CCP
political arena in recent years, and
then mysteriously "disappeared.”

The article cited revelations from
multiple "insiders" and disclosed that
although Qin Gang was highly fa-

vored and trusted by Xi Jinping, his
relationship with colleagues in the
diplomatic system was not harmo-
nious. For example, Qin Gang and
Xie Feng, who succeeded him as the
ambassador to Washington this year,
"did not see eye to eye", and Qin's su-
periors in Beijing often bypassed him
in dealing with the United States.

The Financial Times mentioned
Qin Gang's espionage background,
stating that Qin graduated from the
Beijing International Relations In-
stitute, which is a place where the
CCP trains intelligence officers and
diplomats. This institute is believed
to belong to the CCP's intelligence
agency, the National Security De-
partment.

A journalist who knew Qin told
the Financial Times that before Qin
was assigned to work abroad, he had
worked as a news assistant at the
United Press International (Beijing
branch). He was assigned to work
there by the CCP's Foreign Affairs
Personnel Service Bureau, which is
under the instructions of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs. At that time,
"news assistants" including Qin had
to meet once a week to exchange in-
formation about their employers and
receive instructions on how to influ-
ence the institutions they worked for.

Public information shows that the
China Institute of International Re-
lations is generally regarded by the
outside world as a spy training insti-
tution of the CCP's National Security
Department, and the international
politics major of the International
Politics Department where Qin Gang
studied is considered a typical major
for spies.

Qin Gang ultimately fell from grace
due to a scandal. June 25 marked Qin
Gang’s mysterious disappearance as
being a month long, and various ru-
mours have circulated online since
then, the most eye-catching of which
is the scandal between him and Phoe-
nix TV host Fu Xiaotian.

On July 21, Ji Shuoming, a senior
correspondent for Asia Weekly in
Hong Kong, claimed that Qin Gang
and Fu Xiaotian met at an event at the
Italian Embassy in Beijing in June
2017. Qin Gang attended the event as
the Assistant Minister of the CCP's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. By
2018, the two had become a couple.

Current affairs commentator Su
Wenyin published an article titled
"Did Qin Gang Violate Xi Jinping's
Taboo? New Evidence of Scandal
with Fu Xiaotian" on July 19, writing
that embassies and consulates abroad
are often the front-line bases for CCP
spies to carry out espionage activi-
ties. After Qin entered the diplomatic
system, he maintained contact with
the global CCP spy network. The
problem was that Qin broke the CCP
spy rule of not having personal rela-
tionships. He could not conceal his
relationship and illegitimate child,
nor could he conceal the fact that this
illegitimate child has an American
citizenship.
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ZIMBABWE
SOJOURN:

A Journey Through the
Dark Continent

By Barbara Angelakis

The pinnacle of our trip was an
enchanting visit to Victoria Falls,
known locally as “The smoke that thun-
ders.” The falls, surrounded by mist created
by the cascading water, cast a mesmeriz-
ing spell when the sun’s rays are obscured.
The deafening roar of water rushing to the
bottom adds to the spectacle.

We also embarked on a serene sunset riv-
erboat tour along the Zambezi. The river-
banks teemed with wildlife. Some animals
quenched their thirst, while others grazed
on the lush grass and trees that flourished
by the water’s edge. Predators patiently
awaited their opportunity to feast on her-
bivores that ventured too close.

As the setting

VISI®N TIM

Rainbow over Victoria Falls

he Zambezi River, Africa’s fourth longest river system, weaves its

way through six countries before its delta flows into the Indian
Ocean. Spanning 1,600 miles, this majestic river forms part of the bor-
der between Zambia and Zimbabwe. It traverses a vast plateau, char-
acterized by dramatic gorges with sheer walls of basalt and granite. At
the meeting point of Zimbabwe and Zambia, the river gives birth to
the iconic Victoria Falls.

painted the sky and water in a golden-yel-
low hue, palm trees formed silhouettes
against the horizon. Hippos emerged from
the depths, hoping for a chance at a treat
should an unsuspecting tourist drop some
food in the water. That captivating scene
whispered a single word to me: “Africal”
Following our visit to Victoria Falls, we
spent a couple of nights at Somalisa Camp.
Nestled in the heart of Hwange National
Park, home to over 100 mammal species
and 400 bird species, Somalisa offered a
wilderness experience beyond compare.

Although referred to as a bush camp,
Somalisa exceeded the quality of several
hotels we had stayed at during our trip.
Recently rebuilt, it boasted luxurious can-
vas tents lavishly furnished with en-suite

bathrooms. These bathrooms fea-
tured flush toilets, double copper
sinks, indoor and outdoor show-
ers, and even copper slipper-style
bathtubs. The provided toiletries were

g =

-

From the breathtaking Victo-

- ; . ria Falls to the luxurious oasis
ural ingredients and presented in elegant  of Somalisa Camp, Zimba-

meticulously crafted from the finest nat-

containers. bwe is where wildlife can be

Inside our tent, amidst other upscale fur-  seen roaming freely amidst
nishings, we discovered a king-size bed  the African bush and plains.
adorned with Egyptian cotton linens. A (rooe onos o s
well-stocked wood-burning stove, known
as a salamander, provided comforting
warmth during the chilly autumn nights.

One wall showcased built-in shelves, while
the opposite wall boasted a large screened
window. This window, when covered by
canvas flaps, ensured heat retention.

Through the window, we gazed
towards one of the two water-
ing holes adjacent to the camp.
Beyond the screened window, a
covered porch with a table and
chairs beckoned us to enjoy
the passing parade of animals
throughout the day.

Somalisa Camp and its twin,
Somalisa Acacia, were tucked
beneath a canopy of Acacia trees
overlooking the two waterholes.
Located in a private concession
within the park, these camps epit-
omized ultimate luxury while pro-
viding ample opportunities to wit-
ness herds of elephants as they
quenched their thirst. The water-
holes attracted an array of other
fascinating wildlife, including
occasional visits from lazinglions o v oo
or stealthy leopards.

Visitors could partake in various activi-
ties, such as game drives through the pri-
vate concession, safari walks, and game
viewing from a blind near the water-
hole. These options ensured a captivat-
ing and fulfilling day. However, those
who preferred a more relaxed experi-
ence could unwind at the camp, observ-
ing the diverse wildlife wandering to
and from the waterhole. Additionally, an
afternoon drive using the camp’s Land
Rovers, guided by experienced rang-

ers, offered encounters with elephants,
lions, and other remarkable creatures.

Visit LuxuryWeb.com
to see the original
article, and more.
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Japan Joins US in Imposing Export Controls
on Chipmaking Equipment

By Todd Crawford
Vision Times

n July 23, Japan imple-
mented controls on 23
crucial semiconductor

items to China,a move that was first
announced in March this year, and
thataligns the East Asian economic
power with the United States in
restricting China’s semiconduc-
tor ambitions.

The restrictions impact equip-
ment “ranging from machines
that deposit films on silicon
wafer to devices that etch out the
microscopic circuits of chips that
could have military uses,” Reu-
ters reported.

In March this year, Japan’s
trade and industry minister told
reporters that China was one of
160 countries and regions that
would be subject to the controls.
However, he added that Japan’s
actions were not intended to ape
U.S. policy.

In October 2022, the U.S. Com-
merce Department issued a broad
set of prohibitions on exports of
chip manufacturing equipment
to China, following the biparti-
san passing of the CHIPS Act the
previous July.

In a speech in September 2022,
National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan said that the U.S. once
approached the matter on a “slid-
ing scale” where the U.S. needed
to stay only a “couple of genera-
tions ahead,” however added that
this environment has changed and
now the U.S. “must maintain as
large of a lead as possible.”

Top of mind for U.S. authori-
ties is national security, with Sul-
livan saying previously that the
chip restrictions imposed by the
U.S. “are premised on straightfor-
ward national-security concerns.”

The CHIPS Act sets aside bil-
lions of dollars in funding for
semiconductor manufacturing
on American soil, and in other

funds from the United States or
use components manufactured
in the US..

‘An odd discomfort’

In conversation with Reuters, a
Japanese industry ministry official
said, “We feel an odd discomfort
with how the U.S. is doing this.
There’s no need to identify the
country, all you need to do is con-
trol the item,” adding that under
Japanese law, Japan can’t sanction
countries unless they are involved
in a conflict.

However, Japan and the U.S.
agreed last May, along with other
Group of Seven (G7) industrial
nations, that “de-risking” from
potential Chinese economic coer-
cion was warranted.

Japan joins a growing list of
nations that have placed restric-
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party to the Wassenaar Arrange-
ment established after the Cold
War,” Reuters reported.

A An employee
makes chips at
afactory of Jie-
jie Semiconduc-
tor Company

in Nantong, in
eastern China's
Jiangsu prov-
ince on March
17,2021.

lnlLthﬂ'l

Pengyu, a Chinese Embassy
spokesperson in Washington
said the U.S. “has deliberately

places around the globe, but also  tions on exports of chip-making The W naar However, it is unlikely that the  blockaded and hobbled Chinese
prevents a!l recipients of thefunds  equipment to China. € vvasse aE} proppsal will gain the unanimous companies and forcibly relocated
ffom makn}g any mater'1al expan- The Ne?herlands has anr}ounced arran gement is ba;kmg regulred. 1nflus:c,r1es a}nd pushed for decou-
sion of semiconductorsinto China  arestriction on sales of chip-mak- Jim Lewis, a former U.S. State  pling,” adding that China would,
for a period of ten years. ing equipment to China as well, next to hopeless Department and Commerce “closely follow the developments
OThe act saycs1 {[)hat “during t}ﬁe ngil;[liCtin% its ;hip-making giant because DTe}}:agtvment official told Reuters,  and firmly safeguard our own
10-year period beginning on the , and other companies, to “The Wassenaar arrangement is  interests.”
date of the award ... the covered ~ curb exports to the red nation. Russia’s a next to hopeless because Russia’s Concerning Japan’s moves, Mao

entity may not engage in any sig-
nificant transaction involving the
material expansion of semicon-

The CHIPS act applies to ASML
as the company uses equipment
that incorporates U.S. parts.

member. You'’re

a member,” adding that, “You're
never going to start by getting uni-
versal consensus.”

Ning, a Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman, said that China is
“deeply dissatisfied and regret the

ductor manufacturing capacity never gOiIlg to Despite this, the Biden admin- act,” and urged Japan to “prevent

in the People’s Republic of China The Wassenaar . istration is expected to update its ~ relevant measures from interfer-

or any other foreign country of Arrangement start by gettlng legislation to align with the list ~ ing with the normal semiconduc-

concern” Of utmost concern for the . 1 of tools identified to be restricted ~ tor industry cooperation between
Chinese chip makers have  U.S. and its allies, is that China’s universa by Japan, while Japan worries  the two countries.”

blasted the act, saying that its ~ chip-making capabilities will consensus."” that targeting China directly will Last month, while enduring cur-

intended purpose is to strangle
China’s chipmaking industry, as
countries China would need to go
to to procure chip-making equip-
ment from are also subject to the
legislation, should they receive

be used to strengthen its mili-
tary, prompting governments to
lobby to have chip-making tools
added to a “list of weapons, dual-
use goods and technologies con-
trolled by the 42 nations that are

Jim Lewis, former U.S.
State Department
and Commerce
Department official

prompt Beijing to retaliate eco-
nomically.

Unsurprisingly, China has
lashed out over the restrictions by
Japan, the U.S. and other nations.

According to Reuters, Liu

Free from violent, erotic,
criminal and harmful content.

GanJingWorld.com

Explore Gan Jing World

4

F i

rent restrictions, and anticipat-
ing Japan’s additional restrictions,
China took steps to restrict the
export of gallium and germanium
from the country, two metals used
in making semiconductors.

EEaHER :604-288-0298

B ieEaR i : van-editor@kzgtimes.com




35 848 HA

Jul 28 - Aug 3, 2023

China Demands US Lift Sanctions in
Return for Cooperation on Fentanyl

Crisis it Helped Create

By Todd Crawford
Vision Times

"Beijing’s

=P =

B4 World

kLY,

munities.
In June this year, U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken, while

. isiting Beiiing, raised the i
pnsscommunstaer | Scheduling g Beling e e
tlels _ ?tre pressuring the UsS. procedu res Minister Qin Gang, where Gang
o ; Truml.)-e.:ra sanctions in sl reportedly insisted on the quid

on the Chinese Ministry of Pub- remain siow pro quo, the Wall Street Journal

lic Security’s Institute of Foren- . : ’
WS ted.

sic Science, in return for cooper- and IneﬁeCtlve' ( Ac]c)orriipi(l)lrgeto the NY Post

ati‘o‘n battl.il}g Arperica’s fentanyl Because sources familiar with the pro-

crisis, a crisis Chinese drug mak- th Ch posed deal say that Chinese offi-

ers have played a large role in cre- e Inese cials “haven’t agreed to anything

ating. . govern ment yet, and we are a little stalled on
China is reportedly claiming where to 00"

that the sanctions must be lifted schedules 8

on the agency if the U.S. wants
the country’s help battling fenta-
nyl — because the institute has a
narcotics lab that would be cru-

chemicals one
by one, illicit

China’s Foreign Ministry told
the WS]J, “If the U.S. genuinely
wants to resolve its domestic
drug problem, then it should

cial in the war on the drug” the | Manufacturers respect the facts, withdraw the

NY Post reported. t sanctlons,.an ”stop smearing an
It’s a bold demand considering create new scapegoating.

China has long supplied Mexican Su bstances faSter China flooded the US

drug cartels with the precursor )

chemicals required for theman- | thantheycanbe | with lethal fentanyl

ufacturing of deadly fentanyl. controlled.” It’s been known for years that

Chinese drug makers produce
the precursors in China and ship
them to Mexico where cartels
manufacture the drug and then

- U.S.-China Economics and
Security Review Commission

China has played a key role in flood-
ing the U.S. with the deadly drug.

An Issue Brief, published by the
U.S.-China Economics and Secu-

the largest source of illicit fenta-
nyl and fentanyl-like substances
in the United States,” and blamed
CCP policies for contributing to
the crisis.

“Beijing’s scheduling proce-
dures remain slow and ineffec-
tive,” the brief says, adding that,
“Because the Chinese govern-
ment schedules chemicals one by
one, illicit manufacturers create
new substances faster than they
can be controlled.”

In 2020, investigative journalist
Ben Westhoft, author of “Fenta-
nyl Inc: How Rouge Chemists are
Creating the Deadliest Wave of
the Opioid Epidemic,” said that
the more he dug into the matter,
the more China’s role in the cri-
sis became clear.

“I went really deep and tried to
learn everything I could about
this problem, and that brought
me to China,” he told Yahoo
Finance, adding that,”I actu-
ally went undercover into a pair
of Chinese drug operations,
including, I went into a fentanyl
lab outside Shanghai. And I was
pretending to be a drug dealer.”

“What I'learned was that these
companies making fentanyl and
other dangerous drugs are sub-
sidized by the [Chinese] govern-

www.VisionTimes.com

costs for research and develop-
ment, they have these develop-
ment zones, they get export tax
breaks,” he said.

Empty promises

The Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) has offered only empty
promises to the U.S. in regards
to the crisis, pledging years ago
that it would crack down on the
manufacturing and distribution
of precursor chemicals.

In 2019, Beijing said it would
regulate all fentanyl-related
drugs as a class of controlled sub-
stances as a way to stem the flow
of lethal opioids from China.

According to CBS News, at the
time, Liu Yuejin, vice-commis-
sioner of China’s National Nar-
cotics Control Commission said,
“We firmly believe that listing
the entire class of fentanyl sub-
stances will completely block
the loopholes that enable law-
breakers to evade punishment
by simply modifying one or sev-
eral atoms, functional groups or
other groups,” adding that, “It
will effectively prevent the mas-
sive abuse of fentanyl substances
and illegal drug trafficking and
smuggling activities, and con-
tribute to global drug control
with China’s wisdom and power.”

However, years following this
announcement Chinese precur-
sors continue to flow into Mex-
ico, and U.S. authorities are now
faced with the dilemma over
whether or not to cooperate with
the very government responsible
for the crisis.

Recently, a U.S. State Depart-
ment representative said that
China is refusing to resume
“bilateral cooperation on coun-
ternarcotics issues,” the NY Post
reported.

“During the Secretary’s visit
to Beijing, he underscored the
importance of greater cooper-
ation to disrupt the global flow
of synthetic drugs and their pre-
cursor chemicals into the United
States, which fuels the fentanyl
crisis,” the representative said,
adding that, “We’ve made very
clear to the PRC that we are open
to resuming cooperation on deal-
ing with synthetic opioids and
fentanyl. We will continue to use
all tools available to the United
States to disrupt the global fen-
tanyl supply chain.”

China suspended all counter-
narcotics efforts in protest of for-

they smuggle it into the U.S. for Issue Brief rity Review Commission in 2018, ~ ment. And so when they work mer Hpuse SI.)eakelr Nancy Pelo-
distribution into Ameri concluded that “China remains i these suburban office parks, si’s visit to Taiwan in the summer
istribution info American com- for example, the building, the  of 2022.
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Nurture
Your Knees Now
for Long-Term

Mobility

By lla Bonczek

Our knees are big joints with
an even bigger job. We depend
on them to stand, bend, get
around, and bear heavy loads.
These complicated structures
are built to last, but like any
valued tool, they perform
better with proper care and
maintenance.

s we age, the effects of neglect or over-
Ause are readily reflected in our knees.

Osteoarthritis — a painful condition
resulting from the deterioration of joint car-
tilage — affects most seniors. Around 18 mil-
lion people seek medical attention for knee
pain annually, with some 500,000 opting for
knee replacements.

Would you like to extend the warranty on
your knees and bring these numbers down?
There are three general areas where good
habits can improve the health of our knees:
protection, exercise, and diet. To understand
why, let’s take a quick look at the knee.

Regular exercise,
especially low-
impact activities, can
help strengthen the
ligaments, muscles
and tendons of

your knees without
straining them.

Femur
Articular PRy
Cartilage Low-Impact Activities for
. Strengthening Your Knees
Medial
Meniscus Regular exercise, especially low-impact 0 Bicycling — for transportation or sport
¢ activities, can help strengthen the liga- 9 Swimming or water aerobics
Fibula ments, muscles and tendons of your knees
Head without straining them. Physical exercise is a Mind-body practices of gentle
¢ also known to reduce inflammation, mak- exercise and meditation
Tibia ing it an effective therapy for those suffer- O Walking, hiking or forest bathing

ing from knee pain. Ideal low-impact activ-
ities include:

(Image: Kari Stammen via Wiki-

media Commons Public domain

Knee anatomy

Four bones — the femur, tibia, fibula and
patella (knee cap) — come together to make
the knee joint. The bones are connected by
lateral and collateral ligaments, and ten-
dons tie in the muscles.

Each of these bones has a thin,
smooth coating of articular cartilage
which protects the bone and reduces
friction. Additional cartilage, in the form
of two tough, rubbery, triangular masses
called the meniscus, cushion the
impact between the femur and tibia.

The fluid-filled synovial membrane
surrounds the knee and lubricates the
cartilage to further reduce friction.

Damaged cartilage can take a long time to
heal since, unlike most tissues, it does not
have a blood supply. Cartilage loss can be
caused by both overuse and injury, so pro-
tection should be a top priority in knee care.

To be Continued.
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