Latest Symbol of Chinese Defiance

Against Communist Control:
a Blank Sheet of Paper
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Translated by
Vision Times Staff

From Beijing to Shanghai,
throngs of protesters over the
weekend held blank papers high
to vent their frustrations about
the regime’s harsh COVID rules,
while digital white rectangles
inundated feeds on the country’s
largest social media platform
WeChat,even as censors scram-
bled to scrub them off the web.

In a country ruled by a regime
notorious for its intolerance of
dissent, the blank sheets of pa-
per—a metaphor for what’s left
unsaid—have become a pow-
erful tool for the discontented
Chinese, adding fuel to a move-
ment that has spread to a scale
unheard of in recent decades.

Chinese residents in at least a
dozen cities took to the streets
over the weekend, demanding
an end to the Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s (CCP) unrelenting
zero-COVID policy that, nearly
three years into the pandemic,
continues to confine millions to
their homes while limiting basic
daily activities in a bid to tamp
down virus cases.

The trigger for the protests
was a deadly fire in a high-rise
building in Urumgqi, the capi-
tal of China’s western Xinjiang
region, where some residents
had lived under lockdown for
more than 100 days. The blaze
on Nov. 24 took 10 lives and
injured nine, officials claim,
though rights groups contend
that the death toll is about four
times higher. (To Page A2)
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Latest Symbol of Chinese
Defiance Against
Communist Control:

a Blank Sheet of Paper

(From Page Al)
Videos from the incident
showed a desperate woman

screaming for help and fire re-
sponders unable to reach the
apartment, prompting anger and
questions as to whether the COV-
ID curbs had hindered residents’
escape and rescue efforts; these
claims have been refuted by au-
thorities.

What otherwise would have
been an isolated incident shook
the Chinese public who have lived
under the COVID restrictions for
three years, which, at times, left
people barricaded inside their
apartments or even entire residen-
tial buildings being welded shut.
Others have been transported to
mass quarantine centers with no
guarantee of basic necessities.

The wave of fury that followed
swiftly rippled from the city to
the rest of the country. Thou-
sands gathered to mourn the vic-
tims with vigils and flowers. On
college campuses, students held
up signs showing a math equa-
tion called a Friedmann equation,
which is a homophone for “freed-
man.”

Some protesters went so far
as to call for regime change and
greater political freedoms.

“Step down, Xi Jinping! Step
down, Communist Party” some
chanted in the metropolis of
Shanghai, where memories of a
months-long lockdown earlier this
year are still fresh in the minds of
many residents. The lockdown
left even the wealthy struggling to
source food and caused the death
of some sick and elderly who
were deprived of medical care.

Shanghai police that night also
briefly detained a BBC corre-
spondent for hours after kicking
and handcuffing him, an episode
that led the British government
to summon the Chinese envoy on
Nov. 29.

Since the public outpouring of
anger, some Chinese cities have
partially relaxed their anti-virus
measures, but authorities gave no
sign of backtracking on the na-
tional policy.

In a press briefing on Nov. 28,
foreign ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian responded with a
long pause when a reporter asked
whether China would consider
rescinding the zero-COVID strat-
egy in response to the protests.

He looked down for more than a
minute, flipping through notes and
requesting the reporter to repeat
the question. When he answered,
Zhao spoke with less confidence
than usual, pausing several times
as he asserted that what the re-
porter had said “does not reflect
what actually happened.”

“China has always been making
adjustments based on the overall
dynamic zero-COVID guideline
and realities on the ground,” he
said, adding that the “fight against
COVID will be successful” with
the Party’s leadership.

The exchange wasn’t included
in the published transcript of the
briefing on the ministry’s website.

But concern is growing that
the regime will use its well-worn
tactic of resorting to violence and
intimidation to quell any ongo-
ing displays of dissent. Already,
there are signs that the Party’s
pervasive surveillance apparatus
has swung into action to track and
identify participants of the dem-
onstrations.

On Nov. 28 and 29, police were
out in significant numbers in ma-
jor cities to discourage protesters
from reconvening. Near the pro-
test sites in Shanghai, blue bar-
ricades were erected to prevent
gatherings, while police at the
subway entries and thoroughfares
stopped passersby to screen their
phones.

In Beijing and elsewhere, re-
ports indicate that demonstra-
tors have received calls from the
police asking about their where-
abouts over the weekend. One
Chinese lawyer told The Wall
Street Journal that she suspected
the police used data on protesters’
mobile phones, including those
collected by the regime’s manda-
tory COVID tracing app, to ascer-
tain their identities.

This protest movement is not
isolated. According to Reuters,
vigils and protests were organized
by expatriate dissidents and Chi-
nese students in at least a dozen
cities in Europe, Asia and North
America this weekend, including
London, Paris, Tokyo and Syd-
ney.

“The sequester has greatly im-
pacted people’s lives, their live-
lihoods have been ruined, small
business workers have been left
without food, their businesses
have closed down, workers are
now without work, and many
people who are going to work are
blocked from leaving their homes
and can’t pay their mortgages,”
said one of the students.

Reuters reports that not since
the June 4 Incident in Beijing in
1989 has China seen such a mas-
sive demonstration of Chinese
people on the streets over a sin-
gle issue. In addition, the public
also expressed their dissatisfac-
tion with the Communist Party’s
zero COVID policy by leaving
messages on online social media
platforms, posting large-character
posters on university campuses,
and staging protests.
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‘Critical situation’ Japanese Births

Continue to Decline Beating Last Year’s Record Low

By Todd Crawford
Vision Times

r I Yhe number of children
born in Japan this year is
well below last year’s record

low prompting a top Japanese gov-

ernment spokesman to say that
the circumstances are a “critical
situation.”

Between January and September
this year a total of 599,636 children
were born in Japan, 4.9 percent
lower than a year prior indicat-
ing that the number of total births
for 2022 may fall below last year’s
record low of 811,000 births, Jap-
anese authorities said.

Hirokazu Matsuno, Chief Cab-
inet Secretary, promised to intro-
duce comprehensive measures to
encourage more births and mar-
riages.

Japan is the world’s third larg-
est economy however the cost-of-
living in the country is high and
wage increases, like in other parts
of the planet, are not growing at
a pace that matches soaring liv-
ing costs.

So far, the implementation of
government subsidies for preg-

nancy, childbirth and child care
have failed to encourage people
to have more babies.

“The pace is even slower than last
year ... I understand that it is a
critical situation,” Matsuno told
ABC News.

Young Japanese balk at the pros-
pect of having a family, discour-
aged by bleak job prospects, long
commutes and corporate cultures
that are incompatible with a tra-
ditional family where one parent

stays home to tend to the children
while the other works.

The trend in plummeting birth
rates has been apparent since 1973
when births in the country peaked
at 2.1 million. It’s expected the
number of babies born in Japan
by 2040 will fall to 740,000.

Currently Japan boasts a popu-
lation of around 125 million how-
ever this is expected to plummet
to just 86.7 million by 2060.

The aging and shrinking pop-

ulation has tremendous implica-
tions for the country’s economy
and national security right at a
time when Japan is attempting to
fortify its military to face threats
from China and North Korea.

Last week, Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida was supplied a
government-commissioned report
citing the low birth rate and fall-
ing population stating these are
factors that may erode Japan’s
national strength.

Japan is the world’s third largest
economy however the cost-of-liv-
ing in the country is high and wage
increases are not growing at a pace
that matches soaring living costs.
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Reclining Buddha in cave 148, second largest reclining figure in Mogao.

High Tang period. (imaoe Baiulona/wikim

Detailed murals

The murals in the Mogao caves
are as extensive as they are rich in
content and refined in technique.
The paintings cover a total area of
490,000 square feet — or 46,000
square meters — with the most elab-
orate caves having murals on their
walls and ceilings. The spaces that
are not taken by figurative images
are filled with geometrical patterns
and plant decorations.

In most compositions, the cen-
tral figure is that of a Buddha sur-
rounded by other deities and heav-
enly beings. It is common to see
flying apsaras or fei tian (F’&KX) —
celestial beauties — on the ceilings
or above the Buddhas, as well as nar-
rative paintings depicting stories of
the life of Buddha.

Another common theme in many
caves is the large areas covered by
rows of countless Buddhas seated
in lotus position. With each seated
Buddha nearly identical to the
next, the fascinating motif not only
gives the site the appropriate name
“Caves of a Thousand Buddhas,” but
reminds the viewer of the belief that
through the Buddha’s benevolent
mercy, anyone can attain enlight-
enment and be saved.

Mesmerizing sculptures

Today, the Mogao caves of Dun-
huang are home to some 2,400 pre-
served clay sculptures. As in many
wall depictions, Buddha statues
appear as the centerpiece, assisted
bybodhisattvas, celestial kings, fair-
ies and mythical figures.

Two giant statues make Mogao
a place like no other. Representing
Maitreya Buddha — the future Bud-
dha that will come to the world and
reinstate the Dharma at the end of
our times — these clay statues are
among the largest in the world.

The larger one, located in cave
96, is over 100 feet tall — some 31
meters — and was built in 695 under
Empress Wu Zetian, whois remem-
bered for encouraging the construc-
tion of both monasteries and stat-
ues. The smaller statue is 88.5 feet
tall and was constructed between
713 and 741.

Sacred Caves

The Mogao caves were dug into
the side of a cliff. During the Tang
Dynasty, a time of cultural heyday,
the site had more than a thousand
caves, but over time, many of them
were neglected or lost, decreasing
the number to the 735 caves we can
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By Carolina Avendano

n China’s northwest, on the edge

of the Gobi Desert, lies a town

that was once a blessed stopover
for the weary Silk Road traveler: the
city of Dunhuang.

Surrounded by majestic sand
dunes that give out a singing or
drumming sound when the wind
blows — hence their alternate name
Singing Sand Dunes (Ming Sha
Shan57b111) — Dunhuang sits in
a historic oasis that continues to be
a must-see for countless travelers
each year.

Yet the awe-inspiring scenery is
not the only worthwhile reason to
visit this remote destination. Fifteen
miles southeast of the center of Dun-
huang lie the Mogao Caves, one of
the most remarkable collections of
Buddhist art in the world.

The Mogao Caves comprise a sys-
tem of 735 caves containing the fin-
est examples of Buddhist paintings
and statues. More than 1,000 years
old, these caves were initially exca-
vated as places of Buddhist medita-

see today.

The caves located in the southern
region of the cliff are the most pop-
ular and frequently visited for pil-
grimage or worship. Their north-
ern counterparts, mostly devoid of
decoration, served mainly as dwell-
ings, meditation chambers and bur-
ial places for monks.

Each of Mogao’s caves was pains-
takingly carved by hand into the
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tion and worship, and later became
a place of pilgrimage for devotees,
artists and officials.

Faithful depictions of heavenly
scenes

The ancient Chinese believed that
deities appeared to the faithful in
visions. Thus, it is thought that the
breathtaking representations of
heavenly beings and celestial par-
adises on the ceilings and walls of
the caves, are nothing but accurate
depictions of what the artists were
allowed to see.

According to the legend, a Bud-
dhist monk named Le Zun (%%
#1), adept in painting and sculp-
ture, decided to take a break from
his long journey to the Western
Paradise. After drinking from the
sweet waters of a nearby spring, he
sat down to rest and contemplated
the vibrant colors of the sky as the
sun was preparing to set.

Suddenly, the mountains began to
glowand a glorious golden Maitreya
Buddha appeared floating in the
sky. Then, the monk saw a myriad
of Buddhas emerge, accompanied
by heavenly fairies that were filling

alluvial conglomerate rock cliffs.
Their construction was often spon-
sored by monks, officials or affluent
believers who wished to accumulate
good karma and perform an act of
respect and veneration.

Most caves are clustered according
to their era, with each new dynasty
having built their own set of caves in
different parts of the cliff. Although
these caves fell into oblivion after

www.VisionTimes.com

the air with angelic musical notes.

Moved by the celestial visage, the
monk decided to make use of his
artistic skills and portray what his
eyes had witnessed. With a heart full
of respect and a soul full of gratitude,
Le Zun put all his human efforts into
capturing the solemnity of the occa-
sion.

Some years later, another Buddhist
monk named Fa Liang (/%[R) vis-
ited the same place and had a vision
identical to the scenes depicted in
the first paintings of the cave. Feel-
ing humbled and inspired, the monk
painted his vision on a second cave
and filled it with statues to honor the
heavenly beings he caught glimpses
of.

Over time, the caves became a
religious and cultural destination,
where countless artists and Bud-
dhists found their own spiritual
oasis. In the years that followed,
the caves were filled with even more
works of art, making the Mogao
Caves one of the greatest sculptural
sites in China, home to some of the
finest examples of Tang Dynasty art,
including murals and artifacts.

A fei tian
depicted in
a Dunhuang
mural. (mage

the decline of the Silk Road, they
were rediscovered hundreds of years
later, when a Daoist monk appointed
himself guardian of the caves.

Today, many of the unparalleled
works of art are remarkably well
preserved, reminding us not only
of the high artistic level of our ances-
tors, but also of the spiritual civili-
zation that once existed in the land
of China.
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Jiang Zemin,
retired general sec-
retary of the Chi-
nese Communist
Party.

(Image: Reuters )

ing into China

provided the leader-

ship with many opportu-

nities to secure political loyalty

by creating a vast network of cor-

rupt vested interests throughout the

Party-state. Where Deng had his say-

ing “to get rich is glorious” and advo-

cated “hiding one’s strength and bid-

ing time,” Jiang followed up with the

adage “keep quiet and make a huge
fortune” (REFE KI0).

While Jiang stepped down from his
posts as CCP general secretary, Chi-
nese president, and head of the Par-
ty’s Central Military Commission
between 2002 and 2004, his succes-
sor Hu Jintao was never able to run
the country in his own right, as sen-
ior positions were dominated by the
Jiang faction. The Politburo Standing
Committee, the CCP’s highest deci-
sion-making body, was expanded to
nine members when Hu took office
and stacked with those loyal to Jiang.
In 2008, when Hu'’s premier Wen Jia-
bao wished to dispatch Chinese troops
to help with rescue efforts at the site of
the Wenchuan earthquake in Sichuan,
Gen. Guo Boxiong, the Jiang faction-
alist, delayed the deployment, saying
that he only took orders from “the
old leader.” As a result, much of the
72-hour-period following the earth-
quake was wasted and thousands of
preventable deaths occurred.

According to Japan’s Sankei Shim-
bun, Jiang himself retained an office
in the headquarters of the Central
Military Commission until 2012,
when Xi Jinping came to power.

Sowing the seeds of
China’s decline

Mainstream discourse condemns
current Chinese leader Xi Jinping
for an authoritarian turn in the
Party’s rule, increasing state con-
trol over the economy, mass intern-
ment of the Uyghurs and other eth-
nic minorities, crushing Hong Kong’s
freedoms, aggressive “wolf-warrior”
diplomacy, and other overt manifes-
tations of communist rule. However,
much of this was brought about by
the decisions made either by Jiang

Falun Gong practitioners in Chlna

Jiang prized
maintaining the
CCP’s ideological
primacy and the
privileges of

its officialdom
over the actual
improvement of
China’s social,
legal, economic,
and cultural
future.

While Jiang may have con-
tributed decisively to the
malaise China now finds
itself in, his demise does not
give the CCP or Xi any cause
for respite.
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Unemployed wait for job opportunities on the roadside, October 8, 2002.(/mage Getty In

personally or as a direct consequence
of his leadership, which prized main-
taining the CCP’s ideological primacy
and the privileges of its officialdom
over the actual improvement of Chi-
na’s social, legal, economic, and cul-
tural future.

Periodically, voices from the overseas
Chinese media scene emerge to criti-
cize and call for the removal of Xi Jin-
ping, but place little emphasis on the
broader role of the Communist Party’s
70-plus years of misrule, and more sus-
piciously paint Jiang in a glowing light.
Such messaging is joined by commen-
tary published by major Western out-
lets describing Jiang as a “nostalgic” fig-
ure or a leader to whom China has to
thank for its rise.

While China saw impressive eco-
nomic growth in recent decades, the
corruption and malfeasance during
Jiang’s era of political dominance
from 1997 to 2012 saw interest groups
carve out powerful fiefs in both the
state-owned and private sectors. The
reform of China’s Soviet-style state
industries advocated by leaders such
as Zhao Ziyang or Zhu Rongji was
scaled down or halted, leaving them
inefficient Party-controlled enter-
prises susceptible to graft.

Local and provincial authorities
seized farmland and in many cases
deprived existing residents of their
homes to get a piece of the rapidly
growing real estate bubble. The pub-
lic decried “naked officials” sending
their relatives and ill-acquired wealth
overseas.

As the CCP carried out its perse-
cution of Falun Gong, authorities
also intensified “stability mainte-
nance” operations in ethnic minority
regions, such as Xinjiang and Tibet.
Independent house Christians came
under increasing pressure, and the
regime’s bloated internal security
forces — which at one point enjoyed
a budget larger than that of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army — cracked
down on Chinese protesters with near
impunity. Human rights lawyers who
dared stand up for the rights of the
disenfranchised often met with sim-
ilar treatment to that suffered by the
victims they helped represent.

The Great Firewall and Communist
China’s pervasive, Al-assisted mass
surveillance and online censorship
also began on Jiang’s watch, with the
“Golden Shield” project that put the
highest priority on scrubbing infor-
mation related to Falun Gong from
the Chinese internet.

An entrenched legacy

Despite many Jiang faction members
having been taken down in Xi’s anti-
corruption campaign, there is much
to indicate that followers of the “old
leader” retain influence behind the
scenes and even among foreign back-
ers. Many of Jiang’s old colleagues
remain at large as retired CCP “elders”
— such as former Chinese president
and Jiang’s right-hand man Zeng Qing-
hong — or in senior posts — such as
Supreme People’s Court chairman
Zhou Qiang — while those with links
to the Jiang faction stayed on the Polit-
buro Standing Committee even after
Xi took a third term as CCP general
secretary this October.

The entrenched legacy of Jiang
Zemin and his faction can be obliquely
observed in careful readings of the tur-
gid missives produced by official Party
mouthpieces. The regime periodically
reminds cadres of the need to remove
the “remaining poison” of purged offi-
cials associated with the Jiang faction,
purges Jiang factionalists in the secu-
rity state, and deploys subtle yet tell-
ing references to figures like the for-
mer vice president Zeng.

Jiang himself thus far appears polit-
ically untouchable, being lauded by
state-run Xinhua’s obituary as a “com-
rade” with considerable achievements
in various fields. Similarly, according
to Australia-based dissident Chinese
jurist Yuan Hongbing, the Xi leader-
ship had intended to “refute” Jiang’s
legacy with the CCP’s third “historical
resolution” published last year to mark
the 100th anniversary of the Party’s
founding, but could not muster suffi-
cient internal consensus to do so and
was blocked by retired Politburo Stand-
ing Committee member Zhang Gaoli,
a Jiang supporter.

The “old leader’s” death comes amid
mounting economic downturn in
China, sharpening international scru-
tiny of Xi’s rule, and rising domestic
unrest, as seen in the recent protests
across many Chinese cities over ruin-
ous “zero-COVID” lockdowns that
have decimated businesses and brought
about humanitarian tragedies, focus-
ing the anger of the Chinese people on
the Communist Party and its current
leaders. While Jiang may have contrib-
uted decisively to the malaise China
now finds itself in, his demise does not
give the CCP or Xi any cause for res-
pite — those who cling to the Party and
its totalitarian philosophy of struggle
will see themselves on the losing side
of history.
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By Leo Timm
Vision Times

ormer head of the communist
FChinese regime Jiang Zemin,

who was in office from 1989 to
the early 2000s, succumbed to leu-
kemia and multiple organ failure in
Shanghai at 12:13 p.m. local time on
Nov. 30, according to Beijing’s offi-
cial media channels and foreign news
reports. He was 96.

While sometimes touted as a
“reformer” who presided over Chi-
na’s economic rise, Jiang’s actual leg-
acy is one of massive corruption and
unprecedented human rights abuses
that have tarnished the country’s
image and squandered its fortunes
in recent history.

Jiang rose to power in 1989, having
previously served as mayor of Shang-
hai. His crackdown on protesters in
the country’s largest city as the Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP) pre-
pared to crush the democracy move-
ment in Beijing brought him favor
with the central leadership, which
ousted liberal-leaning Party leader
Zhao Ziyang and appointed Jiang as
his successor weeks after the Tian-
anmen Square Massacre on June 4.

The first few years of Jiang’s tenure
saw him exercise little real influence,
as actual control was in the hands

=P =

Far from
a “reformer,” Jiang’s

actual legacy is one of
massive corruption and
unprecedented

human rights abuses.

Former vice president
F Zeng Qinghong, who
! helped Jiang into power,
remains as the most pow-
erful figure in the dead
leader's faction.

(Image: Getty Images)

of regime leader Deng

Xiaoping and his allies. Hop-

ing to ride the wave of political
repression that followed the Tianan-
men Massacre, Jiang adopted a left-
wing hardliner stance that was only
checked by Deng’s 1992 “Southern
Tour” to Guangdong Province, which
implicitly warned Jiang against halt-
ing the market economic reforms that
Deng had started in the early 1980s.

The persecution of
Falun Gong

Jiang would continue to negotiate
more authority and prestige through-
out the 1990s, but it was with Deng’s
death in 1997 that he assumed dom-
inance over the CCP, outmaneuver-
ing rivals and placing his allies into
high ranks.

In July 1999, Jiang Zemin launched
the persecution of Falun Gong, a tra-
ditional spiritual practice also known
as Falun Dafa. Jiang saw Falun Gong
and its founder Li Hongzhi as a threat
to his and the CCP’s political power,
given that government estimates put
the number of Chinese practicing
Falun Gong at 70 to 100 million —
more than the Communist Party’s
66 million card-carrying members.
Moreover, Falun Gong’s emphasis on
traditional morality and faith put it
at odds with the CCP’s atheist Marx-
ism-Leninism.

The anti-Falun Gong campaign
was the biggest political repression
in China since Chairman Mao’s Cul-
tural Revolution (1966-1976). Esti-
mates of Chinese arrested for practic-
ing Falun Gong go into the hundreds
of thousands or millions, with many

Falun Gong’s emphasis on traditional
morality and faith put it at odds with the
CCP’s atheist Marxism-Leninism.

becoming victims of

lengthy prison sentences,

forced labor, physical torture,

rape, brainwashing, or outright mur-

der by the authorities. Since 2006,

experts have uncovered increasing

evidence that Falun Gong practi-

tioners and other prisoners of con-

science were being killed via forced
organ harvesting.

‘Rule by corruption’

Jiang was able to establish himself as
undisputed leader of the CCP regime
after Deng’s death in 1997, and the
persecution of Falun Gong gave him
further opportunity to stack the ranks
of the Party and Chinese government
with those loyal to himself.

Cadres promoted in the 2000s were
often active participants in the per-
secution of Falun Gong, which took
more than a year and a half to fully
implement due to the general lack of
enthusiasm for the campaign outside
of Jiang’s circle. Notable Jiang faction
members whose political careers grew
along with their propensity to take
part in the repression include the now-
purged Bo Xilai, the provincial gov-
ernor and later Politburo member;
Zhou Yongkang, who first headed
the secretive “610 Office” CCP exec-
utive group charged with coordinat-
ing the media and police to “handle”
Falun Gong, and then was promoted
to oversee the Central Political and
Legal Affairs Commission (PLAC),
another Party organization with
authority over China’s judicial sys-
tem, labor camps, and millions of par-
amilitary police personnel; as well as
high-ranking military generals Xu
Caihou and Guo Boxiong. All used
their positions to accumulate massive
wealth and profited from the expand-
ing Chinese organ transplant indus-
try, which is concentrated in state-
and military-run hospitals.

During the 1990s, the economic
reforms instituted under Deng Xiaop-
ing were bearing fruit, and Western
elites eager for more engagement with
China helped the meteoric rise of Chi-
nese industry, technology, and living
standards. In 2001, China joined the
World Trade Organization, further
cementing its position as an emerg-
ing economic superpower.

For the Jiang faction, the wealth roll-

www.VisionTimes.com

The practice became so popular that in public
parks and squares every morning.(macefaluninfonet)

Eve of Persecution.

Police brutality against Falun Gong
practitioners in Tiananmen Square.

A pile of publications of the banned
meditation group Falun Gong burn on
a street in Shouguang city, in the
Shandong province of China, as local
residents look on, Aug 4, 1999.
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