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Over the past few months,
Beijing has made a series of
adjustments to its economic
policies that have been seen
ASEES 3 i as a ‘“‘governance storm’.
31380 Recently, Xi Jinping raised
the issue of “common pros-
perity” and “three distribu-

tions” at a meeting of the
Communist Party’s Central
Committee on Finance and
Economy, raising even more
eyebrows.

China’s regulation

of listed companies
affects global
investors

Robin Xing, chief China
economist at Morgan Stan-
ley, said the sudden shift in
China’s regulatory frame-
work is not the first time
this has happened, but the
difference this time is that it
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is targeting U.S.-listed Chi-
nese companies with mas-
sive amounts of data, so the
impact on global investors is
even more pronounced.
Wim-Hein Pals, head of
the emerging market equi-
ties team at Robeco, said it
has always been too easy to
make money in China, and
the changes in the past few
days have changed people’s
perceptions. Indeed it’s time

for a change, with the real-
ization that one entity has
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CHINA'S ECONOMIC
CONSOLIDATION IS
FAR FROM OVER

(From Page A1)

Beijing has many
problems to solve

At the 10th meeting of
the Financial Committee
of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) on August
17, Xi Jinping proposed to
"promote common pros-
perity", to "establish basic
institutional arrangements
for primary, redistribution
and tertiary distribution",
to increase the regulation
of taxation and transfer
payments, and to "prevent
and resolve major financial
risks".

According to Fang Xing-
dong, founder of Beijing-
based think tank China
Labs, some of China's
largest enterprises have
been growing wildly for
years, with too many ir-
regularities that will take a
long time for government
departments to resolve.

An opinion piece in The
Wall Street Journal stated
that China has a lot to do,
including the government's
desire to address the high
cost of education, health-
care, and housing, which
could make it more dif-
ficult for the government
to curb slowing population
growth.

Zhou Jiangyong's fall
may be linked to eco-
nomic consolidation

On August 21, Zhou
Jiangyong, secretary of
the Hangzhou Munici-
pal Party Committee, was
investigated by the Cen-
tral Commission for Dis-
cipline Inspection. The
city of Hangzhou, with a
population of more than
10 million, is the capital
of Zhejiang province and
the home base of technol-
ogy giants such as Alibaba.
Zhou, who had just fallen,
had close ties with Alibaba
and was a strong supporter
of Ali's founder Ma Yun.
The investigation may be
related to the authorities'
economic  restructuring,
according to Li Hengqing,
a scholar at the Washing-
ton Institute for Informa-
tion and Strategic Studies.

In a news release on
August 23, the Commis-
sion's website stated that
in order to further optimize
the “clearing government-
business relationship”, the
Hangzhou Municipal Dis-
cipline Inspection Com-
mission has launched a
special strategy to strictly
regulate themselves, their
family members and chil-
dren and staff around
them, and always maintain
the pro-clear government-
business relationship. The
campaign covers all of-
ficials in Hangzhou who
have retired or left the
company in the last three
years, and specifically
mentions that even if the
officials themselves are
not involved in business
ventures, they cannot stay
out of it. The campaign
involves about 25,000 of-

ficials at all levels.

A different kind of
political and corpo-
rate relationship

"Promoting common
prosperity" is not a new
slogan; however, the gap
between the rich and the
poor in China is growing
wider and wider, and infor-
mation disclosed overseas
shows that 500 powerful
families at the top of the
Communist Party account
for 40% of China's wealth.

In China, almost all of
the wealthy's first buckets
of money involve govern-
ment and party privileges,
so the state has a special
interest in claiming wealth
as a matter of course.

The Guizhou provincial
government is one of the
poorest and most indebted
provinces in China, with a
debt-to-GDP ratio of more
than 100%. In 2019 and at
the end of 2020, Guizhou
Maotai donated a huge
amount of shares to the
Guizhou government, us-
ing 2 trillion RMB worth
of Guizhou Maotai to help
the government’s 1 trillion
RMB debt, which was seen
as a successful experiment.

What are the "three
distributions"?

Among the plans for
common prosperity, the
"three distributions" are
considered to be the most
daring. Hu Ping, editor-
in-chief emeritus of Bei-
jing Spring, said that the
so-called third distribution
means that individuals or
enterprises voluntarily do-
nate part of their dispos-
able income to charity, so
that the funds of people
with higher incomes flow
to those with lower in-
comes, thereby alleviating
the gap between the rich
and the poor.

"Accordingly, it is com-
mon in democratic coun-
tries to alleviate the gap be-
tween the rich and the poor
by means of donations. For
example, the United States
has a long-standing tradi-
tion of private charitable
giving. There are also poli-
cies and laws in the U.S.
that encourage private do-
nations, such as tax deduc-
tions for donations. But
China has proposed it as an
institution, and this has be-
come very different. This
is because one of the most
fundamental characteris-
tics of donations is that
they are voluntary rather
than mandatory. It is up to
you whether you donate or
not, and it is up to you how
much you donate, which
is not the same as [being
taxed]. Taxes are some-
thing you have to pay, and
there are rules about how
much you have to pay. The
most important feature of
donation is its voluntary
nature. The most important
thing is that it is volun-
tary, but now, according to
China's law, we can expect
that it will become manda-
tory,” said Ping.
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B2 Culture

Famous Parallel Figures:
Liu Bowen and
Nostradamus

By Leshai Lemish
www.shenyun.org

his pair of prophets seemed to
predict everything except for a

blog being written about them.
Nostradamus

The famous prophet Nostradamus
(born Michel de Nostradame) was an
astrologer and physician who lived in
France during the sixteenth century.

In 1555, he published The Prophe-
cies, a book containing almost a thou-
sand quatrains of predictions. Written
in riddle-like poems, the prophecies
predict a range of events all the way
until the year 3797.

According to one recorded event,
in 1556 Nostradamus was in the royal
court of Paris and was asked to explain
one of his earlier prophecies, which
was widely assumed to be about King
Henry II. In this prophecy, Nostrada-
mus predicts that an older lion would
succumb to a younger lion in battle,
and that the younger lion would pierce
the older’s eye, leading to a painful
death. While explaining this proph-
ecy, Nostradamus warned the king that
he should not participate in jousting
events.

But three years after that, King
Henry II took part in a jousting match.
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The opponent’s lance pierced his head
behind the eye. The king died of infec-
tion ten painful days later.

Among the significant world
events Nostradamus is said to have
predicted are the French Revolution,
Napoleon, Hitler’s rise, the persecu-
tion of Falun Gong, and 9/11.

Some are now saying he also pre-
dicted the current pandemic. It may be
interesting to note that Nostradamus
first became famous for treating out-
breaks of the bubonic plague through-
out southern France and Italy, and he
also published two medical books.

Liu Bowen

Liu Bowen (born Liu Ji) played
such a similar role to his French
counterpart that he has been dubbed
the Chinese Nostradamus. Like Nos-
tradamus, he is also known for his
unsettling prophecies.

Liu, who lived in the fourteenth
century, was a philosopher, poet,
military strategist, and politician. He
was chief advisor to Zhu Yuanzheng,
founder of the Ming Dynasty. He is
remembered as a brilliant strategist
as well as a wise and upright offi-
cial who, in 1348, famously refused
to accept a bribe from the leader of
a rebel force.

Like Nostradamus, Liu also
wrote about other topics, in this
case military strategy, publishing
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the books Extraordinary Strategies
of a Hundred Battles and Eighteen
Strategies and Affairs.

Like Nostradamus, who would
meditate to find inspiration for his
prophecies, Liu was also a spiritual
seeker. Like Nostradamus, Liu wrote
his prophecies in lyrical form, his
predictions hidden in riddles.

His most famous work is the
Pancake Song (Shaobing Ge), which
he presented to the emperor. In it, he
is said to have predicted the 1449
Mongol invasion, the Sino-Japanese
War, the appearance of Sun Yat-Sen,
and the founding of the Republic of

China in 1911.

Liu, too, has recently gained
attention for his prophecies about
a plague. In his Shaanxi Province
Mount Taibai Inscription, he says the
plague will erupt in the years of the
Pig and Rat. According to the Chi-
nese zodiac, 2019 (when the virus
started spreading) was the Year of
the Pig, and 2020 was the Year of
the Rat.

Regardless of whether you're
rich or poor, if you don’t improve
your morals, death will soon be
before you, Liu warns. People con-
sider money precious, but ‘tis use-

www.VisionTimes.com

less in the plague.

Huguang province will be in
great trouble, he says. Huguang is the
name of an ancient province encom-
passing Hubei province, the capital
of which is Wuhan.

There’s more to it, but let’s stop
here before it gets too long. Liu does
end by suggesting that having the
true treasure—high moral values—
will allow people to live peacefully.

And in this, Liu joins a tradi-
tion we have seen in both East and
West, where sages have long stressed
that if we hold fast to morality, we
have hope.

Leeshai Lemish
Master of Ceremonies
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Do you like traditional culture?
If you do, please read this intro-
duction to Shen Yun.

Shen Yun Performing Arts
is the world’ s premier classi-
cal Chinese dance and music
company, established in New
York in 2006. It performs classi-
cal Chinese dance, ethnic and
folk dance, and story-based
dance, with orchestral accom-
paniment and solo performers.
For 5,000 years, divine culture
flourished in the land of China.
Through breathtaking music
and dance, Shen Yunisreviving
this glorious culture. Shen Yun,
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or $#E8, can be translated as:
“The beauty of divine beings
dancing.”

This year, the New England
tour will start in Portland ME.

Merrill Auditorium

Oct 2-3,2021

Sat Oct 27:30pm

Sun Oct 31:00pm

If you are going to be on vaca-
tion soon, check out the Florida
shows.

Orlando, FL

Sep 22-26,2021

Dr.Phillips Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

[

STREED STM—F0

€

AL
v EHEY

D] s

| ad

FTIREF ML : KZG Times Media Inc.,
PMB #181, 2242 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC V5N 5X6

© 0 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 OCOCOC O

B4 B35 604-288-0298 « 778-861-6856 ‘& #: od@kzgtimes.com

X

BEaER :604-288-0298

B ieEaR i : van-editor@kzgtimes.com



35 748 A

Aug 27 - Sep 2, 2021

By Prakash Gogoi
Vision Times

he People’s Republic of China
T (PRC) was one of the first coun-
tries to rush forward to legiti-
mize the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan,
with Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said that Beijing will “respect
the wishes and choices of the Afghan peo-
ple.” According to an article published in
the state-run Global Times, Chinese firms
are now preparing to “monetize” from Tal-
iban rule.

“While much uncertainty remains, given
the fluid situation in Afghanistan, there
are huge opportunities for mutually ben-
eficial cooperation between the two coun-
tries, especially in sectors such as utilities
and mining, if the country under the Tal-
iban’s leadership pursues peace and devel-
opment after years of war... The Taliban
held an open attitude toward cooperation
with China, even before it entered Kabul,”
the article stated.

As of 2020, Chinese businesses held infra-
structure contracts worth $110 million in
Afghanistan. Many large projects have been
stalled due to regional instability. Petro-
china, a state-backed oil, and gas company
won a contract to develop oil fields in Sar-i-
pul and Faryab. The deal, which is valid for
25 years, was signed 10 years ago in 2011.
But the project has been inactive.

In 2007, China Metallurgical Group Corp
(MCC Group) won the right to mine depos-
its at the Aynak Copper Mine project for 30
years. The site is the world’s second-largest
copper mine. The project remains non-oper-
ational due to safety issues.

China is also investing in Afghanistan’s
power sector. In May, a group of PRC com-
panies planned to invest $400 million into
a coal-powered electricity generation pro-
ject. The plant will raise the country’s power
generation capacity by 50 percent and will
have an installed capacity of 300 megawatts.
The project is yet to be finalized.

The article noted that there is a “major
power shift” in Afghanistan following the
U.S. withdrawal. It enables Chinese projects
to resume with more “win-win coopera-
tion” between the two countries. In a meet-
ing with PRC officials on July 28, Taliban

B3 China

el

tying Mineral Wealth

China Prepares to

i

[aliban Takeover
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political commission representative Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar expressed hopes that
China would be more involved in Afghani-
stan’s economic development.

Mining opportunities

Communist China is interested in Afghan-
istan because it’s a treasure trove of mineral
deposits. That includes rare earth elements
which are critical in the production of com-
puter chips that power high-tech devices.
GPS systems, drones, hypersonic missiles,
stealth aircraft, satellites, electric vehicles,
and wind turbines all use rare earth ele-
ments at some stage of production.

Former Brexit party leader Nigel Far-
age wrote in an opinion piece published in
Newsweek that salt, gold, and oil histori-
cally have been essential to global econo-
mies; now, it’s lithium, an industrial metal
critical to building electric vehicle batteries.
Afghanistan has some of the largest deposits
of lithium in the world, with an estimated
worth of $1 trillion to $3 trillion.

Communist Chinais interested in
Afghanistan becauseit’sa treasure
trove of mineral deposits.

“The bad news is that Joe Biden’s decision
to pull American troops out of that coun-
try has unilaterally—and literally—handed
all of the potential bound up in those lith-
ium deposits to Chinese communists,” Far-
age writes.

Lithium deposits in Afghanistan were
first discovered by the Soviet Union in the
1980s, a time when demand was relatively
low. A Pentagon memo from 2010 stated
that Afghanistan could become the “Saudi
Arabia of lithium.”

China is already the global leader in rare
earth production. Almost 35 percent of the
world’s rare earths reserves are in China,
and the country accounts for 70 percent of
global production. If Beijing is able to build
astronginfluence in Afghanistan, the com-
munist regime could strengthen its hold on
the global rare earths industry.

An Afghan child looks on as he works at a coal
mine which collapsed on April 30, 2014.
(Image:Farshad Usyan/AFP via Gett

over their disastrous response to

Two More Cities in China’s Henan Issue Highest Flood Warning
After Thousands Died in Provincial Capital

By Leo Timm
Vision Times

The cities of Xingyang and
Changyuan in central China’s
Henan Province have raised flood
control levels from I to II, the
highest in the country’s four-tier
scale, aslocal authorities warn that

— 7 47 AR MK

floods of unprecedented strength
could occur simultaneously and
cause dam collapses.

Made on Sunday, Aug. 22, the
announcements come a month
after massive floods in Zhengzhou,
the capital of Henan, caused the
deaths of at least several thousand
people, based on footage taken in
the city and eyewitness accounts.
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Official figures put the number of
fatalities in the hundreds.

“This summer’s rains are add-
ing pressure on China’s economy;,
already struggling with sporadic
cases of Delta strain of coronavi-
rus,” Reuters reports. Some facto-
ries have been forced to halt pro-
duction because of the floods.

Henan’s newest flood alerts

came after the region forecasted
that over 100 mm, or four inches,
of rain would fall within three
hours. Other flood warnings have
been issued in southwest China’s
Sichuan Province and Heilongji-
ang, Northeast China.

Last week, Chinese premier Li
Kegiang announced that officials in
Zhengzhou were being disciplined

the floods in that city, during which
residents were given very little fore-
warning. The waters trapped people
in the subway system and in a con-
gested tunnel, leading to the large
number of apparent deaths.

In light of the flood warnings,
Henan suspended port and wharf
production, while trains to and
from Zhengzhou experienced
delays and cancellations. Schools,
public transit, and some businesses
have been shuttered until at least
the evening of Aug. 23.
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B4 Nature

It is no wonder
these tiny beacons

of light carry spiri- .

tual significance
and have inspired
folklore the world over.

As nocturnal members
of theoLampyridae
family, (derived from
the Greek word
“lampein,’

meaning “to shine”)
fireflies are actually bee-
tles. While there are over
2000 species of these
insects, they are not all
equipped with the abil-
ity to produce light.

That ability manifests
as a chemical process
whereby certain species
mix oxygen with the pig-
ment luciferin, causing
a chemical reaction so
efficient that nearly all
of the energy becomes
light.

Lt

K
Varied mythical origins .

There may be as many myths revolving around the
origin of fireflies as there are countries where they are
found. Chinese folklore held that fireflies came from
burning grasses, while the Japanese believed they
were the souls of dead warriors who fell in battle. The
Apache tribe of Native Americans had
a legend about a fox who stole fire
from the “Firefly Vil- lage” and fled, pass-
ing the fire on to the Hawk, who then scattered the
embers around the world, bringing fire to the people.

Taiwan has a tragic tale of a motherless girl and
her sister. After their father was delayed on busi-
ness and failed to come home one night, the care-

sister ran off

sister, named
of night, blindly
searching for her lost sister. Groping her way through
the forest, she prayed to the gods for light to guide
her to her only sibling.

In the morning, the villagers found Kim-ko’s dead
body in a pool of water, with glowing orbs floating
all about her. The gods had answered her prayer, but
too late. She had stumbled into a body of
and drowned. Since then, the Taiwanese have
called fireflies Hée-kim-ko, literally “Fiery Maiden
of Gold” after their tragic heroine.

While Victorians fostered a tradition whereby a
firefly found in the house meant that someone was
about to perish, we can take this with a giant grain
of salt, as they were a fairly gloomy lot to begin with.
Most populations associate the insect with hope and
inspiration. Ancient peoples considered them effec-
tive as a remedy for a wide range of maladies, includ-
ing poison and evil spirits.

free and impulsive younger
to find him alone. The older
Kim-ko, went out into the black

water

Avisual Morse code

As you may have guessed, the intermittent glow
that these beetles emit is a form of communication.
Fireflies use their bright behinds to attract a mate.
The flashing pattern varies by species, but generally
a male will fly about, signaling that he is in search
of a single glowing female. The female, not in flight,

. will answer with an appropriate flash if and when

she takes an interest.

In most cases this works quite admirably. How-
ever there are villains in the insect world as well.
One species of fireflies is a known cannibal, and
will mimic the proper g female response for
another species, luring  the hopeful male down
to become her dinner.

There are also synchronous fireflies in certain
areas, like the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park. Tens-of-thousands of Photinus carolinus males
gather together and synchronize their flash,
creating ~ ® a stunning effect for viewers. Due
to limited parking, only 1000 visitors per even-
ing are permitted to see the fireflies at their peak in
popular Elkmont Campground.

iBEER & van-editor@kzgtimes.com
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Practical scientific
applications

The chemical reaction respon-
sible for fireflies’ enchant-
ing glow may have practical
applications in at least two areas.
Cancer researchers have found
that, when inserted into malig-
nant cells modified with a photo-
sensitizer (i.e. the enzyme lucif-
erase), Luciferin (the compound
substrate that produces a firefly’s
bioluminescence) creates enough
light to destroy the cell. Since the
light is generated within the cell
itself, this treatment eliminates the
need for the use of lasers or other
light beams.

Engineers are turning to bot-
any at MIT, where they have
applied the firefly’s glow to liv-
ing plants. ™ Using nanoparti-
clesinfused  with the proper
ingredients to trigger the chem-
ical reaction, these researchers
have successfully transformed sev-
eral plants into live lamps, with
the proposed potential to reduce
energy usage.

® Thefading light
While these tiny twinklers
continue to inspire new research
all the time, their numbers are on
decline. Starting their lives as lar-
vae, most species inhabit the lower
layer of wooded areas with a
nearby water source. Dead
wood and leaf litter provide food
in the form of snails, slugs, and
worms during this growing stage.

When ready to metamorphose

into a beetle, they pupate in
a mud chamber underground.
Emerging adults have the sole pur-
pose of reproducing, and do not
stray from their locale. Thus, when
‘hese marginal areas are cleaned
up and paved over, the fireflies are
lost, rather than relocated.

Property owners wishing to
maintain a firefly-friendly hab-
itat, should allow a stretch of
wooded @ areatoremain nat-
ural and
have only a small garden, you can
leave some decaying plant matter
for larval firefly food, rather than
stripping everything pristine clean
for the neighbors. This is good for
other beneficial insects as well, like
native bees.

A tiny light in the dark can
serve as a sign of hope, an inspi-
ration and even a guide. Let us
do what we can to preserve that
light.

untidy. Even if you
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Heroes of Ancient China:

THE TRAINING OF
DAOIST MASTER

Y

Why does the divine allow war ?

On another occasion, his teacher
told him, “Regarding all things
under Heaven, harmony is the
best option. Without harmony,

there would be war. In war, both
sides suffer, and neither benefits.
Therefore, being good to others
really benefits oneself, and harm-
ing others is equivalent to harm-
ing oneself.” Lao Zi asked, “Los-
ing harmony causes great harm to
people. So why doesn’t the sover-
eign do something about it?” His
teacher replied, “When people
fight among themselves, it only
upsets the harmony a little; the
trouble is insignificant, and the
sovereign can take care of it. If the
fight is between states, then the
harmony is overturned, the con-
sequences are massive. If it is the
sovereign who is to blame, then
how can the sovereign resolve it?”

Lao Zi wondered aloud, “If the
sovereign cannot handle it, why
doesn’t the divine take care of it?”

Again the same humble words
from his teacher: “I dare not spec-
ulate, as the great ones in earlier
times did not pass down any-
thing in this regard and there was
no record about this in ancient
books.”

In the evening, Lao Zi asked
his household members the same
question, and still, no one had an
answer. Again, he visited all the
distinguished local scholars and
read all the books available to
search for answers, so fixated that
he did not sense heat or coldness.

B5 Mysteries

LAO ZI1

By Lucy Crawford

ao Zi (also known as Lao
LTzu), living between circa
600 and 470 B.C. during the
Spring and Autumn Period, wrote
the famous Dao De Ching and is
the central figure in the develop-
ment of Daoism. As a child, he
was intelligent, meditative,
and well-read, often pester-
ing his family to hear about

the rise and fall of the state,
battles between states, ritu-
alsand divination, astrolog-

ical observations, and much

more.

Recognizing the boy’s
remarkable intelligence,
his mother invited the
renowned scholar Shang
Rong to be his teacher.
Shang Rong was well-
versed in astronomy, geog-
raphy, and ancient and
modern rituals and was
highly respected by the
family.

The origin of

divine power
Another time, Teacher
Shang told him, “Heaven,
Earth, humans and a
multitude of other things
exist in the universe.
Heaven has its princi-
ples, and Earth has its
laws; human beings have
ethics, and objects have

physical properties.

Therefore, Heaven
has the sun, the moon,
and the stars in motion;
Earth has seas, moun-
tains, rivers and oceans;
there exist superiors
and inferiors, the old
and young among

=P =

human beings; and among phys-
ical objects, some are long, some
are short, some are strong and oth-
ers are fragile.”

“Who put the sun, the moon,
and stars in motion then?” Lao Zi
asked, “Who created mountains,
rivers and oceans? Who sorts
human beings into those catego-
ries, and who bestows physical
attributes to objects?” “It’s all done
by the divine,” his teacher replied.

“How can the divine do all of
this?” “The divine has the ability
to change and the power to create,
so they can do all of these things,”
replied his teacher. “But where did
that power come from, and when
did they start to have these pow-
ers?” “I dare not speculate,” said
his teacher, “as the teachers in ear-
lier times did not pass down any-
thing in this regard and I have seen
no record about this in the ancient
books.”

In the evening, Lao Zi asked
his mother and the rest of his
household the same questions,
but no one could answer him. He
reflected on what the teacher said
day and night, so focused that he
did not taste the food he was eat-
ing for three days.

What is above the
purest being?

In his teachings, Shang once
said, “Between Heaven and Earth
people are superior, and among all
people the sovereign is the prin-
cipal.” “What is Heaven?” Lao Zi
asked. “Heaven is a pure being
high above,” his teacher replied.
“What is a pure being?” “A pure
being is the firmament.” “What’s
beyond the firmament?” Lao Zi
asked again. “An even purer being
exists there.”

“What is above the purest
being?” Lao Zi inquired further.
“Idare not speculate as nothing
has been passed on by the earlier
sages and there has been no
record of this in the ancient
books,” his teacher said humbly.

That evening, Lao Zi pursued
these questions with his family, but
no one could give him an answer.
Staring into the sky and lost in his
thoughts, he lay awake all night.

How could the sovereign
go against Heaven?

One day, Teacher Shang taught,
“A sovereign acts on behalf of
Heaven; the subjects are those
ruled by the sovereign. If the sov-
ereign goes against the will of

Lao Zi surpasses his teacher

www.VisionTimes.com

Heaven, then he should be abol-
ished; if the subjects refuse to fol-
low the sovereign, they would be
committing a sin. This is the way
of governance.”

“The subjects are not here for
the sovereign, and not obeying
the sovereign is understandable.
However, if a sovereign is born by
the will of Heaven. Why would he
ever go against Heaven?” Lao Zi
questioned.

“The Gods entrust sovereigns
to take care of the affairs in the
human world on their behalf.
When a sovereign is born, it’s like
sending a general to a faraway bat-
tlefield, so he is not bound directly
by orders from his own sovereign.
Thus, a sovereign at times goes
against the heavenly mandate,”
replied his teacher.

“The divine have the ability to
change and the power to create.
Why don't they just create a sov-
ereign who acts according to their
will?”

But again Teacher Shang said:“I
dare not speculate, as the wise men
in earlier times did not pass down
anything in this regard and there
is no record about this in ancient
books.”

In the evening, Lao Zi posed
these questions to those in his
household, and again, none of
them could give him an answer.
He visited all the distinguished
local scholars to seek knowledge,
so concentrated in his quest that
he felt neither wet from rain nor
parched from the wind.

Three years went by. One day,
Shang Rong went to Lao Zi’s
mother and said, “My knowledge
is too shallow to continue teaching
your very intelligent son. I'm here
to say farewell, not because I don’t
want to teach him or because he
is not diligent, but because I have
already taught him all that I know,
and yet it is not enough to satisfy
his endless thirst for knowledge.”

“I find it hard to continue,” the
teacher confessed, “Your son is a
boy with far-reaching aspirations
yet lives in a remote region. If you
want to polish his extraordinary
potential, you must send him to
the capital, where there are an
abundance of books and a great
gathering of scholars. It’s a holy
land under Heaven; he won’t be
able to achieve great success with-
out going there.”

Lao Zi’s mother became worried
at this suggestion, and thought,
“Lao Tzu is only 13 years old and
he is my only son. How can I let
him go that far all by himself? And
I can’t afford it.”

Sensing her concern, Teacher
Shang said, “You know, a friend
of mine is serving in the impe-
rial college of the Zhou Dynasty
court. As a scholar, he cherishes
talented people. I have told him
about your son and he could take
the boy under his wing.”

Thus, it was settled. Lao Zi left
his hometown for Zhou. He was
admitted into the imperial col-
lege and studied all disciplines
of knowledge, including astron-
omy, geography, and ethics. He
also studied cultural relics, vari-
ous decrees, regulations, and his-
tory books.

Lao Zi made significant progress
and became a clerk in the Archive
Chamber of the Zhou court three
years later. It allowed him access
to a massive collection of classics,
essays, and books. He was truly in
his element; every day he buried
himself in a sea of books, rituals,
and music, as well as the essence of
moral and ethical principles.

Three years after that, at the age
of 19, he was promoted to be the
Keeper of the Archives for the
royal court of Zhou. He became
well known, and his name spread
across the land.

However, Lao Zi still could not
find answers for the questions
that stumped Teacher Shang. It
was his search for these answers
that would lead him to discover
the Dao or Way.
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