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THE THREAT OF
A NUCLEAR LEAK
AT TAISHAN IS IMMINENT

Translated by
Vision Times Staff

On June 14, CNN was the first
to reveal that the French company
Framatome sent two urgent letters
to the U.S. government on June 3
and 8 claiming that there was an
“imminent threat of nuclear radia-
tion” at the Taishan nuclear power
plant in China and requesting tech-
nical assistance from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy. Framatome
was involved in the construction
of the Taishan nuclear power plant
and operates it in cooperation with
the Chinese.

Framatome initially contacted
the U.S. Department of Energy in
late May to disclose a potential
problem at the Taishan nuclear
power plant, then informed the
U.S. in early June that fission-in-
duced inert gas was leaking from
the reactor. They formally request-
ed that the U.S. agree to share the
technology to deal with the nuclear
leak with both Framatome and its
Chinese counterpart.

There are many safety concerns
because the Taishan nuclear power
station is located in the densely
populated town of Chixi in the city
of Taishan in Guangdong Province,
China, only 130 kilometers from
Hong Kong and 67 kilometers
from Macau. Framatome says the
Chinese government has raised the
upper limit of the safety standard
for external radiation at the Taishan
nuclear power plant to twice the
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original standard in order to allow
the plant to continue operating after
a leak, and Framatome is concerned
that the Chinese government may
continue to raise the upper limit.

On June 15, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry said there were no abnor-
malities at the nuclear power plant,
and a popular post on Sina Weibo
accused Western media of fabricat-
ing rumors.

Disturbingly, information from
various sources suggested that the
French and Chinese do not agree on
the verbiage of the accident at Tais-
han, which is said to be the world’s
largest single-unit capacity nuclear
power plant.

Bloomberg said the real problem
with the incident was the silence
and careful wording of the Chinese.
Nuclear safety, like aviation safety,
requires maximum attention and
transparency to solve the smallest
problems—a principle that was not
followed in the case of the Taishan
nuclear leak.

The Taishan nuclear power proj-
ect is a joint venture between China
and France in a large nuclear power
station. China Nuclear Group takes
a 70 percent stake and Electricité
de France (EDF) takes a 30 percent
stake, with technical support from
the latter’s company, Framatome.
The two-unit European Pressurized
Water Reactor (EPR), the first and
only third-generation nuclear reac-
tor in the world, is in operation at
the Taishan nuclear power plant.
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DEMISE OF POLITICAL TYCOONS
HIGHLIGHTS INTENSIFIED
POWER STRUGGLE IN CHINA

(From Page A1)

The EPR technology was de-
signed in the mid-1990s by Frama-
tome, a former Areva company that
was sold to utility operator EDF in
2009. In 2015, the French regula-
tory authorities pointed out that
the Areva components had quality
problems and the reactor top cover
did not meet French nuclear safety
standards. However, the Taishan
Nuclear Power Station insisted on
completing the construction.

Since its commissioning in 2018,
the Taishan nuclear power plant has
been the scene of several engineer-
ing quality and nuclear leakage
incidents. Back then, the Chinese
National Nuclear Safety Adminis-
tration confirmed that the pressure
vessel top cover of Unit 1 of the
Taishan nuclear power plant had an
excessive carbon content. Huang
Ciping, a former nuclear physicist
at China's Ministry of Nuclear In-
dustry, said that exceeding the car-
bon content of the pressure vessel
top cover could potentially cause an
explosion with unimaginable conse-
quences: "High-carbon steel, which
is inherently brittle, will explode,
which is very scary. They want to
reassure the public by saying that
the indicator is still normal.”

The impact of a nuclear leak is
well-known. The Chernobyl nu-
clear power plant was the pride of
the Soviet Union, once known as
the world's safest and most reliable
nuclear power plant. However, the
Chernobyl nuclear leak in 1986 re-
leased more than 400 times the ra-
diation dose of the Hiroshima bomb
in World War II, and the contami-
nated radiation cloud even drifted to
Western Europe and North Ameri-

ca, evacuating more than 300,000
residents there. Former Soviet Gen-
eral Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev
has even said that the Chernobyl
accident was the real cause of the
Soviet Union’s collapse five years
later.

The aftermath of the Chernobyl
nuclear accident was very serious.
After the nuclear leak and explo-
sion, the area became a ghost town,
and the nuclear radiation caused
many human fetuses to be born
with deformities, thyroid cancer,
leukemia, and other diseases. Many
creatures have been genetically mu-
tated, including giant rats and mil-
lions of other deformed creatures.

The National Pulse, a U.S.
media outlet, revealed that
China General Nuclear Power
Group, the major shareholder
of the Taishan nuclear power
plant, has a multi-million-dollar
investment from Biden's son,
Hunter Biden.

While the U.S. government
is not yet willing to disclose
or explain the details of its dis-
cussions or assessment of the
Taishan nuclear power plant
incident, the White House Na-
tional Security Council has con-
vened several special meetings
to discuss the matter, revealing
serious concerns about the situ-
ation. Officials from the White
House National Security Coun-
cil, the State Department, and
the Department of Energy have
said that if a nuclear leak does
pose a danger to the Chinese
public, the U.S. government is
obligated under current nuclear
accident treaties to make that
danger public.
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By Lucy Crawford
Vision Times

The Dragon Boat Festival (ii4F-8i) is a traditional Chinese holiday that
dates back almost 2,000 years. According to folklore, the weather is
expected to be volatile up until the Dragon Boat Festival. A popular saying
advises, “don’t put away winter clothing till the Dragon Boat Festival.”
After the Dragon Boat Festival, one can rely on warm weather.

Traditional customs

May in the lunar calendar signals the arrival of hot weather.
Mosquitoes and flies multiply, spreading bacteria and infec-
tious diseases. It was once considered to be a time of mis-
fortune, giving the fifth lunar month a reputation as the
“Month of Evil” or “Month of Toxins.” By the time
of the Dragon Boat Festival, the heat is at its peak,
and pestilence runs rampant. The Chinese people
adopted several customs to ward off bad luck and
summon good fortune.

These customs include making zongzi,
hanging up medicinal herbs, dragon boat
races, and wearing scented sachets.

Origin

The Drag)n Boat Festival started during the Warring States
period after the death of Qu Yuan (J& )i, 340-278 B.C.), one
of China’s earliest poets and prime minister of the state of
Chu. At the time, Chu was threatened by the neighboring
kingdom of Qin, which was intent on conquering all China.

Qu Yuan actively worked toward preventing his country
from falling to Qin domination; however, he faced strong
opposition from Chu aristocrats, many of whom had been
bribed by Qin agents. Eventually, even the king of Chu turned
against him, and Qu was forced to return to his home region
as an exile. He stayed there for years, hoping that the nation’s
leaders would come to their senses. But when Qu Yuan
learned that Chu’s capital had fallen to Qin, he committed
suicide by weighing down his robes with rocks and sinking
himself in the Miluo River.

The local people were moved by Qu Yuan’s patriotic senti-
ments. They made sticky rice balls wrapped in bamboo leaves
and threw them into the river to feed the fish, in hopes that
they would not eat the poet’s body.

Later, the custom of wrapping rice dumplings, or zongzi
(¥5F), every year on May 5 of the Chinese lunar calendar,
(the day Qu Yuan threw himself into the river) was intro-
duced. This day is called the Dragon Boat Festival, and this
year it falls on June 14 of the Gregorian (Western) calen-
dar. According to legend, some people wanted to find Qu
Yuan, so they rowed a boat on the Miluo River in search of
his body. This evolved into the custom of rowing dragon
boats, and eventually racing them.

Making rice
dumplings (zongzi)

During the festival, people typically
eat zongzi, a dish made from sticky rice
with different fillings, wrapped in banana
leaves to form a pyramid-shaped packet.
In the Northern regions of China, peo-
ple tend to eat sweet zongzi with red
beans and dried jujube paste inside. In
the southern parts of China, zongzi is
often filled with fatty pork and a paste
made from mung beans.

Dragon Boat racing

The Dragon boat race has become a
very popular competition. A sport for
building physical strength and team
spirit, it is now practiced in more than 50
countries, with an estimated 50 million
active dragon boat paddlers in the world.
Watching dragon boat races is good out-
door entertainment for the public.

A,
W

Hanging bundles of
herbs

Today’s Dragon Boat Festival can be
said to be partly derived from the tra-
ditional Chinese health festival, where
ancients used herbs such as sweet flag
(Acorus calamus) and mugwort (Arte-
misia vulgaris L.) to repel toxins. In fact,
because every household would hang
sweet flag up to drive away evil, Dragon
Boat Festival is also known as “Pu Fes-
tival (JE fiil).”Mugwort embodies “invit-
ing a hundred blessings.” It is an herb that
can cure illnesses and is inserted at the
door to keep people healthy. Because of
its medicinal functions, mugwort is leg-
endary for warding off evil
spirits.

Al
, 2

Wearing scented
sachets

Scented sachets are a kind of auspi-
cious amulet to ward off evil spirits. Var-
ious colors of silk cloth are made into
capsules, and stuffed with dried herbs.
These colourful and fragrant ornaments
often feature intricate embroidery to wel-
come good fortune and ensure along and
healthy life. In the past, sewing scented
sachets was a very common task for
young girls. Nowadays, you can see var-
ious shapes of scented sachets being sold
in stores and on the street. Every Dragon
Boat Festival, people all over the world
shop for them.

Everyone can enjoy the spirit of Dragon

Boat Festival. Even if you don’t have the
actual boating event nearby, making
a scented sachet or eating delicious
\

zongzi can be fun family activi-
ties that are both educational and
enriching.

Adobe Stock
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Activists of the Asom Yuva Santha (AYS) burn a CCP flag during a protest in Guwahati on March 25, 2013, against the proposed con-
struction of dams on the middle reaches of the River Brahmaputra in China, part of a water project. In 2021, the CCP plans to build a

dam that will generate hydropower three times the size of the notorious Three Gorges. (Image: BIJU BOR

)/AFP via Getty Images)

Communist China

Create Chaos
at Home and Abroad

By Neil Campbell

he Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP) is
not your typical total-

itarian government. It is a
uniquely selfish form of cha-
otic political control, that
has always had a willingness
to sacrifice not only anyone
who does not align with it,
but also its own people. The
motto of the CCP under Mao
Zedong’s Cultural Revolution
was “Battle with heaven, fight
with the earth, struggle with
humans— therein lies end-
less joy.”

Decades later, this deviant
approach to governance and
moral philosophy has mani-
fested as a geopolitical prob-
lem for China’s neighbor-
ing countries in the form of
weaponized water.

18 countries and close to two
billion people rely on a dozen
rivers, which mostly origi-
nate in the Tibetan Plateau.

The most recent water bat-
tle between the commu-
nist regime and its neigh-
bors lies with India, as
the Party plans to build a
dam that would dwarf the
Three Gorges on the Yar-

The report says
for five months
in 2019, “China’s
dams held back

so much water
thattheyentirely
prevented the
annual monsoon-
driven rise in river
level at Chiang
Saen, Thailand.”

lung Zangbo, a river which
flows west-to-east from Tibet
across China before enter-
ing the Arunachal Pradesh
region of India and eventu-
ally becoming the Brahma-
putra River.

According to a January
article by Nikkei Asia, con-
struction of the dam is mov-
ing ahead without China’s
government (the CCP) enter-
ing into, or even discussing
water sharing agreements

with downstream neighbors
India and Bangladesh.

Nikkei says the dam is
slated to produce three times
more hydroelectricity for the
Party than the Three Gorges
does.

The Yarlung Zangbo is the
highest river in the world at
5,000 feet above sea level.
It takes a nearly 8,000 foot
plunge at the Yarlung Zangbo
Grand Canyon, which makes
it a delectable target for the
Party’s power engineers.

The proposed dam is
located just 18 miles from
the Indian border.

Lessons from
the Mekong

India has valid cause for
concern. The CCP has placed
no less than 11 dams on the
Mekong River, a crucial
vein in the southeast Asian
region, which travels 3,000
miles from southwest China
through Myanmar, Thailand,
Laos, and Cambodia before
emptying into the South
China Sea.

The Communist Party has
three additional dams for the
Mekong in planning.

In April of 2020, the Stim-
son Center, a U.S.-based

Using Water to

think tank, published a
report titled New Evidence:
How China Turned Off the
Tap on the Mekong River that
found in 2019 the CCP used
its dams to withhold water
from downstream regions
as it enjoyed record precip-
itation.

The report relied on data
from Eyes on Earth, which
used satellite measurements of
microwave radiation to deter-
mine water level in the region.

The Stimson Center
describes the findings as an
“ongoing pattern that has
driven numerous wet sea-
son droughts,” adding “The
increasing frequency of wet
season drought in the Lower
Basin tracks closely to the
way China releases water
during the dry season and
restricts water during the
wet season.”

“China is impounding
much more water than it
ever has in the past during
wet seasons and releasing
more water than ever before
during the dry seasons....
China’s dam management is
causing erratic and devastat-
ing changes in water levels
downstream.”

The report says for five

months in 2019, “China’s
dams held back so much
water that they entirely pre-
vented the annual monsoon-
driven rise in river level at
Chiang Saen, Thailand.”

“This has not happened
since modern records have
been kept.”

Researchers found the
CCP’s motive was to replen-
ish its dams after emptying
them to produce hydroelec-
tric power between Janu-
ary and June of 2019, a time
when electricity was selling
at a 300 percent premium in
the mainland.

“The amount of rainfall
and snowmelt in China was
enough to keep water levels
in much of the Lower Mekong
above average between June
2019 and March 2020 if Chi-
na’s dams were not restricting
that water,” reads the report.

Domestic water
problems flow
from corruption

The Communist Party not
only has a water problem in
its dealings with surrounding
countries, but also domesti-
cally. China faces an imbal-
ance between water and
population; 7 percent of the
world’s freshwater to 20 per-
cent of the world’s popula-
tion, in addition to the south
possessing most of the coun-
try’s water while the north is
home to most of its people.

To solve its problem, the
Party created the so-called
South-to-North Water Diver-
sion (SNWD) project, an array
of canals and tunnels that
intend to divert water from
the Yangtze River towards Bei-
jing. Two already-built routes
have been operational since
2014. The eastern route directs
water to Beijing through
repurposing the 2,500-year-
old Grand Canal, and a cen-
tral route uses the Han River,
a tributary of the Yangtze.

A third route is being
planned in the west, intend-
ing to utilize additional dam
projects from the Tibetan
Plateau.

The SNWD cost $80 bil-
lion USD, displaced more
than 400,000 Chinese citi-
zens and shut down count-
less local industries as Party
bosses attempted to reduce
the pollution that the water
would be subjected to (from
the country’s notoriously
toxic and poorly regulated
industrial sector) during its
1,000 mile journey.

A 2015 study published in
Nature Magazine found the
SNWD was dubious from its
creation, “Pollution and envi-
ronmental fallout, as well as
high maintenance costs and
water prices, make the pro-
ject unsustainable both eco-
logically and socially.”

“And the transfer of water
does not address the underly-
ing causes of water shortages
in the north, namely pollu-
tion and inefficient agricul-
tural, industrial and urban

www.VisionTimes.com

use — the effects of which we
have been studying over the
past decade.”

“North China could be
self-sufficient in water with-
out the transfer of water from
the south. But the necessary
steps — among them, improv-
ing local pollution monitor-
ing and building better irri-
gation infrastructure — are
inadequately implemented,”
say the authors.

The study found the com-
munist-controlled coun-
try’s governments focus
on increasing supply to
solve water scarcity is sim-
ply because of corruption,
“Increasing supply is viewed
as the main solution to water
scarcity because of the con-
flicting roles of the Chinese
government as both entrepre-
neur and regulator.”

“Incentives for economic
growth in China still out-
weigh incentives for pollu-
tion control and limits on
water extraction, despite ever
stricter environmental laws.”

The paper continued,
“Many industries, such as the
country’s huge hydropower
sector, profit from expensive
solutions to boosting water
supplies.”

Even the globalist and
CCP-friendly World Eco-
nomic Forum was critical
of the communist regime’s
environmental controls and
called for China’s leaders
to use their heads when it
comes to finding a solution
in a 2016 article titled China
Has a Water Crisis - How
Can It be Solved?, “While
industrial pollution is the
most frequently discussed
source of pollution, land use
and degradation accounts
for about half of the pollu-
tion found in China’s water.
Fertilizers, pesticides, and
livestock waste is carried
into lakes, rivers, wetlands
and coastal waters. Aquifers
are also impacted as rainfall
and snowmelt carry pollut-
ants underground.”

“By protecting forests and
improving agricultural prac-
tices in targeted areas in China,
the country can improve water
quality. In fact, by target-
ing conservation strategies to
roughly 1.4 million hectares,
sediment and nutrient pol-
lution could be measurably
reduced - by at least 10% - in
these small to medium sized
water catchments. These natu-
ral solutions have the potential
to improve water quality for
more than 150 million people.”

The WEF found that the
CCP could even save itself
some money if it could find
a way to cast off corrup-
tion and look at the problem
humanely. The article notes
that the Party was spend-
ing $8 billion USD per year
on “eco-compensation pro-
grams,” while water quality
upgrades using natural solu-
tions that would benefit 30 of
its largest cities would cost
only $300 million per year.

US Media Accepting Millions to
Propaganda Justice Department

Continued from FRONT

A November 2020 China
Watch report in the LA Times
praised the “opportunities”
offered through “vocational
training” to Tibetan people.
“This appears to be a delib-
erate attempt to whitewash a
report highlighting that over
500,000 Tibetans had under-
gone forced labor,” Free Tibet,
an organization working to

secure Tibet’s freedom from
China, said in a statement.
The Nov. 29, 2020, China
Watch edition published
by the LA Times carried
an article with the head-
ing, “More people sign up as
organ donors.” In an inter-
view with The Epoch Times,
China expert Gordon Chang
stated that the article shows
“what China is most con-

cerned about. And obviously,
organ harvesting is on the list.”

A June 2019 report by the
China Tribunal had found
copious evidence of forced
organ harvesting in China.
“Forced organ harvesting
has been committed for years
throughout China on a sig-
nificant scale and that Falun
Gong practitioners have been
one - and probably the main

- source of organ supply...
The Tribunal has had no
evidence that the significant
infrastructure associated
with China’s transplanta-
tion industry has been dis-
mantled,” the report stated.

‘Lovable’ portrayal

In late May, Xi Jinping
spoke at a study session held
by the CCP Central Commit-

tee. He called for a more “lov-
able” portrayal of the coun-
try at the international level.
In addition, he asked party
departments to spread the
“voice of China” and “tell the
China story well,” so as to
improve China’s image, cul-
tural appeal, and to “guide
international public opinion.”

“Ttis necessary to strengthen
the propaganda and interpre-

Publish China’s
Warns

tation of the CCP, to help for-
eigners realize that the CCP
really strives for the happiness
of the Chinese people, under-
stand why the CCP is capable,
why Marxism is practiced, and
why socialism with Chinese
characteristics is good,” Xi
said. The president stressed
that China should be viewed
around the world as “credi-
ble, lovable, and respectable.”
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White
storks
make an
annual
trip from
Europe to
Africa and
back again
to Europe,
where
they make
their dura-
ble nest
high above
ground.

By lla Bonczek

While bird migration is widely

studied and fairly well understood
today, it wasn’t always so. In fact, the
phenomenon was such an enigma that
wild and magical theories were taken
seriously and even accepted as truth.

took nothing short of a mir-
acle to uncover the mystery

of migration.
No other bird flies as far as the
North American Arctic tern. Track-
ing studies have found the birds make
annual journeys of about 44,100 miles,
nearly equal to a trip “around the world.”

In its lifetime of up to 25 years, the Arc-
tic tern could easily travel the distance
between the Earth and the moon, times
three (620,000 miles)! The journey some
birds make in search of food and warmth
is both monumental and heroic. For cen-
turies it was shrouded in mystery, and
speculation ran wild.

Myths

One theory, dating back to the
ancient Greeks, held that certain
birds’ seasonal disappearance was
due to hibernation, much like their
furry counterparts. Aristotle himself
postulated that they morphed into
other birds and back again. Many
even believed that they flew to the
moon and back. While we now know
that many birds do have the endur-
ance to fly great distances, even the

Arctic tern would take several years

to accomplish that feat, regardless of

the daunting atmospheric challenges
it would face.

Perhaps the most fanciful explana-
tion is that of the crane’s annual dis-
appearance being due to an ongoing
war with the Pygmies. In his epic tale
The Iliad (eighth century BC), Homer
references to this myth in comparing
the Trojan army with cranes:

shriek of cranes down from heaven

who flee the winter and the terrible rains
and fly offto the world’s end
bringing death and doom to the Pygmy-men

as they open fierce battle at dawn.

Roman author and natural phi-
losopher Pliny the Elder (first cen-
tury AD) reinforced this ancient lore
with reports of pygmies eating the

eggs and chicks of cranes to keep

their population down, while fight-
ing the birds on the backs of goats
and rams, wielding arrows. As we
will soon see, the arrow part is not
entirely unfounded.

=P =

B5 Topic

The white stork

White storks make their way back
and forth from sub-Saharan Africa to
their nesting grounds in Europe every
year. Flocks of nearly 11,000 birds take
an average of 49 days to cover the one-
way distance of nearly 12,500 miles.
The route from Europe takes them over
the Strait of Gibraltar into the Sahara
Desert, where heavy thermal systems
assist in soaring, thereby conserving
precious energy. After crossing the
desert, they follow the Nile River south
into their chosen country in Africa.

Back to Europe they fly each spring,
to hatch a four-egg clutch in a treetop
nest made of sticks, sod, and mud, along
with rags or other bits of human refuse.
Where trees are lacking, a rooftop will
do, as demonstrated in the charming
children’s novel “Wheel on the School,”
a Newbery Award-winning work by
Meindert DeJong in which Dutch
school children entice nesting storks
back to their hometown through per-
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Why migrate?

Puzzling as it may be to ponder why
a bird would go through the time and
trouble to fly so far every year, and
why some birds do and others do not
migrate, according to the Washington
Post, 2018 studies suggested that it all
boils down to energy efliciency.

In other words, “the energy cost to a
bird of flying long distances is balanced
out by the energy savings of being in
a place where, in summer, there are

www.VisionTimes.com

severance and cooperation.

In the Netherlands and other coun-
tries in Europe, storks are seen as good
omens and are associated with spring-
time and fertility. They tend to return
to their own elevated homes with the
same partner. Their highly durable
nests have often been known to last
for centuries. These sturdy birds were
the key to discovering what happened
to many bird species at the change of
seasons. Like a divine revelation, the
answer came from above.

A white stork was spotted in 1822
near the village of Kliitz, Germanys;
alive, but sporting a long spear through
its neck. Upon investigation, it was dis-
covered that the spear was made of
African wood, indicating that the bird
had made its way to Africa where it was
apparently shot and injured. It subse-
quently managed to fly back to Ger-
many, where it was discovered, killed
and stuffed. Over time, an additional
24 such birds were spotted, enough to
earn them the German name of Pfeil-
storch, or Arrow-stork.

M

lots of mosquitoes, flies, insect larvae
and other avian delicacies, and there is
relatively little competition for food.”
Yet according to Peter Marra of the
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center,
“migration is a very flexible trait.”
This instinct can be overwhelmed by
changes in the environment. Here in
New Jersey, the Canada geese have
become permanent residents of our
parks. Our friend the white stork, too,
is often enticed by the free eats found
atlandfills in Spain and Portugal, thus
foregoing its annual travels.
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