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CHINESE CENSUS DATA HAS YET TO BE RELEASED
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Translated by Vision Times Staff

The seventh census in China ended in
December last year, but the publication
of results has been repeatedly delayed.

The official promise of releasing
the data was delayed from February
to early April, but it’s already May
and the census results are still a mys-
tery. Not only that, the online census
debate on the question and answer
platform Zhihu has been strictly con-
trolled and some posts even deleted.
Many people, including population
experts and prominent scholars, have
suggested that China’s population has
“declined” and that the census data
may have a panic effect.

Before this census, China had con-
ducted six national censuses in 1953,
1964, 1982, 1990, 2000, and 2010.
The total census population was 590
million, 690 million, 1.01 billion, 1.13
billion, 1.27 billion, and 1.34 billion
respectively.

On April 27, the Financial Times
reported that one of the changes that
the census results may show is that the
total population of China has fallen
below 1.4 billion. This is the first time
since the early 1960s that China’s
population has shrunk. Because of
the sensitivity of this data, it will not
be released until government depart-
ments reach a consensus on the inter-
pretation of the data.

On April 29, China’s National Bu-
reau of Statistics denied that the media
had reported this and stated on its of-
ficial website that China’s population
would “continue to grow” in 2020. In
March of this year, the National Bu-
reau said that the census results would
be released in early April, but on April
16 it said that “preparatory work for
the release has increased” and there-
fore no data was released yet.

An article published by the Central
Bank of China on April 14 has be-
come popular on the Internet, titled
“Understanding the Demographic
Transition in China and the Counter-
measures.”

The article pointed out that “the total
fertility rate has been set at 1.8 in the
population planning of China in re-
cent years, [...] so the overestimation
of fertility rate in China is almost a
fact”. The article also says that it is
important to recognize that the de-
mographic situation has changed.
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In general, the fertility rate in developed
countries must be at least 2.1 in order
for the total population not to decline as
generations change. In 2018, the world’s
total fertility rate was about 2.4, com-
pared with 1.8 in the United States, 1.5
in Germany, and 1.4 in Japan. According
to the 2016 Population Change Sample
Survey, China’s fertility rate in 2015 was
only 1.25; the 2016 China Statistical
Yearbook made an even lower estimate
of China’s fertility rate in 2015 being
only 1.05.

Since 2016, China’s two-child policy
has been in place, but it has not been able
to reverse the declining birth rate.

Although the number of births once
reached 17.86 million in 2016, it then
fell sharply in successive years to 17.25
million in 2017, 15.23 million in 2018,
and 15.23 million in 2019. According
to the Ministry of Public Security’s
household registration data released in
February this year, only 10.035 million
newborns will be registered in 2020, a
significant drop from 2019. This data is
not complete, but still reflects the gen-
eral trend of declining births.

Some local governments have released
data on the number of births in 2020.
The number of births in Beijing is only
100,000, a 10-year low and 24.3% lower
than in 2019; in Wenzhou, about 73,000,
down 19% year-on-year; in Hefei, Anhui
Province, the number of births is down
23% year-on-year; the population of He-
fei City, Anhui Province, decreased by
23% year-on-year; Taizhou City, Zhejiang
Province, decreased by 32.6% year-on-
year; in Guangzhou, 195,500 people were
born, a decrease of 9% year-on-year and
the lowest in a decade. The population of
Henan Province and Shandong Province,
a major population province, fell by 17%
and 30% respectively.

Professor Liang Jianzhang of Peking
University’s Guanghua School of Man-
agement wrote that one of the reasons for
the decline in births is the decline in the
number of women of childbearing age.
According to the 2010 census, the surviv-
ing population of the post-80s, post-90s,
and post-00s is 219 million, 188 million,
and 147 million respectively. The number
of births in 2020 is expected to be the low-
est in recent decades, and likely to be the
highest in the next few decades.

Ren Zeping, a netizen and chief econo-
mist at Soochow Securities, predicts that
demographic factors will change slowly
but with great force. According to the cur-
rent trend, China’s total population will
inevitably fall into negative growth from
2021 to 2025, and will shrink sharply
starting around 2050.

The total fertility rate will decline to
about 1.0 —1.2 in the future. With a fertil-
ity rate of 1.0, the total population in 2050
and 2100 will be 1.21 billion and 520
million respectively. Its proportion in the
world will drop from the current 19% to
7% in 2100.

Experts believe that the population is-
sue is not only a family matter, but also a
national matter and a fundamental global
and strategic issue. At present, due to Chi-
na’s gender imbalance, aging, the demo-
graphic dividend will soon disappear, and
labor shortages are becoming increasingly
serious. These problems are becoming
more and more serious, and the adverse
consequences of these problems cannot
be reversed in a short period of time.

In coming years, China’s real population
data may continue being withheld from
the public.
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MS Queen Elizabeth, billed to be the

most powerful aircraft carrier in the
UK, will be setting sail for Asia next month
in what will be a British display of military
might, directly challenging Beijing’s am-
bitions in the region. The vessel will have
eight jets on board and will be accompanied
by six Royal Navy ships, 14 navy helicop-
ters, and a submarine armed with Toma-
hawk cruise missiles. A company of Royal
Marine Commandos will also be present
aboard the carrier.

The deployment will last for a period of
six months, during which the fleet will visit
40 nations, including key western allies such
as India, South Korea, Japan, and Singapore.
The fleet will participate in 70 engagements
as well as a joint exercise with Malaysia,
New Zealand, Australia, and Singapore
as part of the 50th anniversary of the Five
Power Defense Arrangements. Defense Sec-
retary Ben Wallace said that the fleet’s mis-
sion is to show that Britain will be playing
an active role in shaping the “international
system.”

“When our Carrier Strike Group sets sail
next month, it will be flying the flag for
Global Britain — projecting our influence,
signaling our power, engaging with our
friends, and reaffirming our commitment to
addressing the security challenges of today
and tomorrow,” said Wallace. “The entire
nation can be proud of the dedicated men
and women who for more than six months
will demonstrate to the world that the UK is
not stepping back but sailing forth to play an
active role in shaping the international sys-
tem of the 21st century.”

Last month, Prime Minister Boris Johnson

said that the Indo-Pacific region will become
a key part of Britain’s foreign policy and
trade focus as it reconsiders its place in the
international community following Brex-
it. The Ministry of Defense indicated that
the carrier strike group will aim to achieve
the goals set out in the Integrated Review
published in March by the government.
The review stated that the UK will focus
on investments that boost its China-facing
capabilities.

The HMS Elizabeth weighs more than
65,000 tons, can carry up to 72 aircraft,
and can hit a maximum speed of 25 knots.
Its flight deck is 280m long and 70m wide.
The ship will house a crew of around 700, a
number that will jump to 1,600 when all jets
are embarked.

The Taiwan issue

HMS Queen Elizabeth is scheduled to sail
through the South China Sea but not the Tai-
wan Strait. Some lawmakers in Britain are
troubled by this plan, given that the voyage
is said to focus on freedom of navigation.
Former Conservative leader Sir lan Duncan
Smith asked the government to “rethink this
journey.” Accepting that he is pleased with
the deployment of the aircraft carrier in the
South China Sea, Smith said that the fleet
needs to sail through the Taiwan Strait to
let Beijing know that its aggressive actions
against its neighbors will not be tolerated.

However, others are against the idea. For-
mer First Sea Lord Admiral Lord West said
that going through the South China Sea is
enough to make a strong statement. After
leaving Portsmouth, HMS Queen Elizabeth
will visit Gibraltar, pass through Suez Can-
al, visit Al Dugm port in Oman, sail to the
Indian Ocean, stop at Singapore, and final-
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HMS Queen Elizabeth (Dave Jenkins, CC BY 2.0)

ly engage in exercises with Japanese and
American forces.

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) re-
cently held military exercises near Taiwan
— which is formally known as the Republic
of China (ROC) — and sent several jets to
breach the self-governed island’s airspace.
Beijing is troubled by the growing military
ties between Taiwan and the United States
and accuses America of creating tensions in
the region. The ROC minister in charge of
the coast guard recently warned Beijing that
they will shoot down Chinese drones if they
venture too close to the island’s territory.
Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu said
that Washington is concerned about the risk
of conflict.

“From my limited understanding of Amer-
ican decision-makers watching develop-
ments in this region, they clearly see the
danger of the possibility of China launching
an attack against Taiwan,” Wu said in early
April. “We are willing to defend ourselves
without any questions and we will fight the
war if we need to fight the war. And if we
need to defend ourselves to the very last day

HeBR AL TR S BT E A BN KB

UK Plans Carrier Mission Through Asia in Challenge to China’s Territorial Ambitions

we will defend ourselves to the very last
day.’l

Military cooperation

China’s aggressive attitude in the South
China and East Asia seas is making coun-
tries around the world cooperate militarily
to counter possible threats from the com-
munist nation. The Quad, which refers to the
United States, Australia, India, and Japan,
met in March to discuss various security
issues, including confronting China and
maintaining a rules-based order in the East
and South China Sea.

Japanese forces are planning to conduct
emergency exercises near the Senkaku
Islands that China has laid claim to. The
exercises will be conducted from September
to November and will be the largest such ac-
tivity in the history of the Japan Self-Defense
Force. Several NATO nations are boosting
military presence in the Indo-Pacific region.
In March, Canadian vessel HMCS Calgary
passed through the South China Sea. A
month earlier, two French ships went past
the region, including a nuclear attack sub-
marine. A German frigate is scheduled to
sail to Asia in August, passing close by Chi-
nese territory.

On March 15, NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg referred to the Chinese re-
gime as a global challenge: “China is [an] au-
thoritarian country that doesn’t share our val-
ues. They will soon have the biggest economy
in the world. They already have the second
largest defense budget. They’re investing
heavily in new modern military capabilities.
And | strongly believe that NATO should re-
main a regional alliance, North America and
Europe.” Stoltenberg said to the European
Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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If You Owe It You Must Pay It Back

here is a saying: “Your word is your

bond.” If you owe something, you must
pay it back. One of the first lessons we all
learn is that when we make sacrifices for
what we want in life, we must pay back
what we owe.

There were two good friends, Lan and Qiu,
who lived during the Qianlong period dur-
ing the Qing Dynasty. Lan’s family was not
as well off as Qiu’s, so he often asked Qiu
if he could borrow some money from him.

Qiu was a generous friend and was always
willing to lend Lan the money. They never
needed a note to validate the transactions.
When Qiu passed away, Mr Qui’s son asked
Lan to pay back the money. Lan denied out-
right that he owed any money.

In denial, he refused to pay

To be more emphatic, he swore to the gods

that he did not borrow any money from Qui
and if he did owe Qiu’s family money, he
would reincarnate into an animal to pay
back his debt in his next life.

Not too long thereafter, Lan passed away
as well. Sometime later, a cow in the Qiu
family gave birth to a little calf. The calf
had distinctive white hair markings on its
back that looked like Lan’s name.

Lan’s son also went to see the little calf.
When the little calf saw Lan’s son, he sud-
denly became sad. Lan’s son was convinced
that the calf was his father’s reincarnation,
so he wanted to buy the newborn calf. Qiu’s
son, however, thought about Lan’s treach-
ery and declined the offer.

Later, Lan’s son seized the little calf and
took it away by force, but the calf ran back
to the Qui farm and continued to do all his
work. The Lan family eventually gave up

and let the little calf stay where he wanted
to be.

A good policy for life:
If you owe something, pay it back

After growing up on the Qiu family farm,
the little calf outperformed the other cows
without any prodding or pleading. So peo-
ple around that area all believed that Lan’s
vow had come true and he had come back as
a cow to repay his debt.

If there were no punishments in this world,
it would be hard to convince people that
vows can become reality. People may not
realize that even a secret vow is a tangible
contract that one needs to fulfil, or alterna-
tively breaking the vow can bring on pun-
ishment accordingly.

Making a vow is a very solemn commit-
ment. When you promise something and

follow through to fulfill that promise or
pay it back, people will recognize you as an
honorable person. If you break a promise or
a vow, people will regard you as dishonor-
able, dishonest, and untrustworthy. A vow
may be written or verbal.

Keeping your word

When you make an oral or verbal vow, you
are giving your word that you will perform
on your promise. For making such a sol-
emn and sacred commitment, you need to
understand what you are doing and take it
seriously.

Your word is your bond, so you need to
choose your vows and promises carefully.
You will not get lost. If Heaven can trust
you with small things, Heaven will trust
you with greater responsibilities, and you
will move forward to your bright future step
by step.
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A Christmas Miracle

On Christmas Eve every year, a compa-
ny has a tradition of holding a party
and a lottery.

The rules of the lottery are as follows: Each
employee pays US$10 into a fund. There are
300 people in the company. In other words,
the prize is a total of US$3,000, and one
lucky person can take all the money home.

Wow! This is a huge bonus! Everyone
looks forward to it every year, and this year
was certainly no exception.

On the day of the lottery, and even before
the party started, the office was filled with
a lively and celebratory atmosphere. Every-
one wrote their names on the slips of paper
and put them in the lottery box. But one
young man hesitated.

He knew that the company janitor’s frail
and sickly son was going to have surgery
soon. However, she did not have the money
to pay for it, which troubled her very much.

Even though he knew that the chance of

winning was slim, only a 1 in 300, the man
still wrote the janitor’s name on the note.

The tense moment came. The boss shuffled
the lottery box and drew out one note. The
man kept praying in his heart: I hope this
lady can win the prize... Then the boss care-
fully announced the winner’s first name.

A miracle happened! The winner did turn
out to be the janitor! Cheers broke out in
the office, and she hurriedly came up to the
stage to accept the award. She almost cried
with joy and exclaimed: “I am so lucky!
With this money, my son has hope!”

When the draw was over, the party started.
The man was still thinking about this “Christ-
mas miracle” while walking to the lottery
box. He took out a piece of paper and opened
it. It turned out to be the name of the janitor.

The man was very surprised. He took out
several pieces of paper, one after another.
Although the handwriting on them was
different, the names were all the same: the
name of the janitor!
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