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Translated by Vision Times Staff

On the evening of the 4th, the Chinese
aircraft carrier Liaoning sailed through
Okinawa, Japan, and entered the Pacific
Ocean. On the same day, the U.S. aircraft
carrier USS Roosevelt also sailed through
the Malacca Strait and entered the South
China Sea. Meanwhile, the U.S. Coast
Guard and Taiwan Coast Guard will form
a Coast Guard Working Group, and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga will
head to Washington, D.C., to discuss vari-
ous issues with U.S. President Joe Biden
as the cross-strait tension is building up
quickly.

The Japanese Ministry of Defense an-

nounced on the 4th that a fleet of six
Chinese battleships, including the aircraft
carrier Liaoning, was detected to have
entered the Pacific Ocean from the Mi-
yako Strait of Japan on April 3, sailing
southward through the eastern waters of
Taiwan.
Among the six ships, there are three mis-
sile destroyers, one escort ship and one
high-speed combat supply ship. One of
them is Nanchang, the largest Renhai
class destroyer of the Chinese Navy,
which had also sailed around the Sea of
Japan for a week in March.

Japan’s Ministry of Defense has con-
cluded that the six ships are part of Chi-
na’s efforts to strengthen its maritime op-
erations in the East China Sea, and Japan
is stepping up its monitoring of the fleet’s
movements.

The Chinese navy spokesman, Gao
Xucheng, claimed in a press conference
that the Liaoning carrier fleet was train-
ing in the waters around Taiwan to test
and improve the “ability to protect na-
tional sovereignty, security and develop-
ment interests.” He also stated that “the
Chinese navy will continue to organize
similar exercises and training activities
as planned.”

On the same day, Japan’s Kyodo News
reported that the Japanese government
was preparing to deploy the most sophis-
ticated stealth fighter aircraft, the F-35B,
at the Air Self-Defense Force’s base in
Miyazaki Prefecture. The report said that
the move is intended to strengthen the de-
fense of the South West side of Japan, in-
cluding the Senkaku Islands (also known
as the Diaoyu Islands by China), in view
of the maritime activities of the Chinese
Communist military.

The USS Theodore Roosevelt CVN-
71 passed through the Malacca Strait on
April 4 and entered the South China Sea,
while the USS John S. McCain (DDG-
56) also routinely passed through the Tai-
wan Strait on April 7.
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In terms of airspace, China continued to
send military aircraft into Taiwan’s air defense
identification zone. Taiwan’s Air Force an-
nounced on the 5th that 10 Chinese military
aircraft (one Yun-8 anti-submarine aircraft,
one KJ-500 early warning aircraft, four J-16s,
and four J-10s) had intruded into Taiwan’s
southwest air defense identification zone
(ADIZ), with the Y-8 also flying into Taiwan’s
southeast airspace.

“I think the U.S. clearly sees the danger of
a possible Chinese attack on Taiwan,” Taiwan
Foreign Minister, Jaushich Joseph Wu, said
during a meeting with foreign media at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on April 7. “There
is no doubt that we have the will to defend
ourselves. If we need to go to war, we will go
to war. If we need to defend ourselves to the
last day, we will defend ourselves to the last
day,” he added.

The Taiwan Central News Agency reported
that on March 25, AIT issued a press release
stating that in the presence of Acting Assistant
Secretary Bureau of East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Sung Kim and the Director of Interna-
tional Affairs and Foreign Policy Advisor for
the US Coast Guard Ann Castiglione-Cataldo,
AIT Executive Director Ingrid Larson and
Taiwan Ambassador Hsiao Bi-khim signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on
the establishment of a Maritime Patrol Work-
ing Group. This is the first MOU signed by
both sides since the new U.S. President took
office.

Some analysts point out that Beijing has
often used “gray area” operations in the past,
such as using Coast Guard vessels and militia
vessels disguised as fishing boats to clash with
neighboring countries, and effectively deploy-
ing large integrated fleets in the South China
Sea and neighboring waters to collaborate in
warfare and occupy disputed maritime areas.
Beijing’s recently passed Coast Guard Law
contains laws that encourage conflict, which
has been questioned by many countries as a
violation of international conventions and
interpreted as preparation for a possible war.

The Nikkei Asian Review reported on April

7 that Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga will visit the United States and meet
with President Joe Biden on April 16. After
the summit, the U.S. and Japanese leaders
will make a joint statement on the importance
of stability in the Taiwan Strait, and will also
prepare to oppose China’s promulgation of the
new Coast Guard Law.
It will be the first time in 52 years since 1969
that both leaders of the two countries have
drawn attention to the importance of the Tai-
wan Strait.

On April 4, Suga said in a Fuji TV program
that it was important to create an environment
in which Taiwan and China could resolve the
issue peacefully while Japan and the U.S.
worked together to maintain the threat of re-
sistance, stressing that the situation in Taiwan
was “very important to Japan”.

Since last year, democratic countries around
the world have been taking action against the
threat of China. In late 2020, The U.S. signed
the “Taiwan-US framework for infrastructure
finance and market building cooperation”
with Taiwan and a similar cooperation with
Australia. Recently the White House and
President Biden have publicly stated that
these cooperation structures and projects are
aimed at China. Japan also signed a trade
and military cooperation agreement with In-
dia last year. In addition, from April 5 to 7,
members of the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (Quad), consisting of the United States,
Japan, India and Australia, also participated in
the French-led La Perouse multinational joint
military exercise. The media have pointed out
that the joint action of these democracies is
a warning and counterbalance to China’s ac-
tions, but Beijing’s recent actions reflect that
it is not backing down at all, but rather going
one step further.

Although the encirclement of Beijing seems
to have been formed, Taiwan international
relations scholar and professor of political
science at National Taiwan University, Chang
Kuo-Cheng, warned that after World War 1,
the U.S. had two incidents of strategic ambi-
guity in the Indo-Pacific region that led to the
development of Korean War and the Vietnam
War respectively, so Taiwan should be more
prepared for itself.
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English Report

China Is Developing Its Capacity Through Weaponizing Trade

Max Lu

hina is taking proactive steps that reflect

its deep desire to emerge as a leading
player in trading, technology, and armed
forces. It is weaponizing trade to accomplish
this. The country is not shy about flexing its
muscles, and of late it has made headlines
for showing aggression while dealing with
neighboring nations. It is a big consumer of
commodities like iron ore, coal, and crude
oil. However, it imports such materials for
consumption needs. Now, it is trying to buy
overseas companies to diversify the supply
of such natural resources. A Verisk Maple-
croft report says the country is aiming for
stable autocratic regimes.

The risk consultancy said: “By securing
diversified sources, China will be in a better
position to weaponize trade with geopolit-
ical rivals.” By doing so, it will be able to
get ownership of companies supplying those
much-needed resources. Between 2000 and
2020, China bought at least 59 metals and

gold companies located in Australia, New
Zealand, and adjacent island nations. The re-
port added: “China is seeking to strengthen
its control over global supply chains via over-
seas investments and partnerships with inter-
national majors. Beijing has been supporting
Chinese SOEs [state-owned enterprises] to
‘go global’ and establish control of resource
bases overseas since the late 1990s.”

Owing to its aggressive foreign policies with
nearby countries, China has been subjected to
criticism at the global level. Its handling of
border issues with India and interference in the
island of Hong Kong has drawn widespread
protests from other nations. In the future, it
may affect its supply of critical commodities
from other countries. However, China will
have to worry less if it owns a stake in for-
eign companies supplying such materials. It is
reluctant to rely on democratic countries that
may not see its rise as a positive sign.

The reality is some of the democratic coun-

tries are major players in the production of
resources like iron ore. The largest supplier
of iron ore to China was Australia. Of late,
the Beijing trade restrictions have hit the
supplier country hard. The data shows that
Australia used to ship almost 60 percent of
Chinese iron ore imports. That explains why
China is now strengthening its trade ties with
other nations producing iron ore, like Guinea
and Brazil. This is a good example of how
China is weaponizing trade with countries
around the world.

It may be noted that Brazil may not be a
suitable ally for China, especially under
the rule of President Bolsonaro. However,
China needs its support for trade diversifica-
tion. Capital Economics, a leading research
firm, said Australia’s biggest trading partner
is China, as far as services and goods are
concerned. Beijing has made it clear that it
will not backtrack from using trade as a geo-
political weapon. That is why it went ahead
and banned the import of Australian coal. Its

root can be traced to Australia’s support for a
global level inquiry into China’s handling of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The U.S., a major
Australian ally, has been vocal about China’s
role in spreading the virus, an allegation that
Beijing has vehemently denied.

Coal is one of the Australian exports that has
been hit hard by China’s retaliatory measures.
The tariff revisions and restrictions made the
relationship between the two nations sour. It
remains to be seen how the supplier countries
react to the latest business moves of China.

Verisk Maplecroft is of the view that China
is adamant regarding its stance and banning
coal import was only the beginning. It may
end up banning many more product imports
from the old-time suppliers. These moves
will have a major impact on the global trade
landscape.
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One Peasant Woman Saved a Kingdom With Righteousness

In a life and death ordeal, one selfless act
of righteousness of a lowly woman halted
an invading army. The state of Qi was about
to attack the state of Lu. The Qi army had
already amassed at the border to invade.

In the wilderness of Lu, the general of the
Qi army saw a woman who was fleeing in
a desperate panic, trying to escape to the
mountain. She was carrying two children;
holding a child in one arm and holding onto
the second child with her other hand.

To save her brother’s child, she fled in pan-
ic as fast as she could toward the mountains.

When the woman saw that the Qi army was
approaching, she set down on the ground
one of the children that she was carrying in
her arm, and then lifted up the child she was
carrying with her hand and fled in panic as
fast as she could toward the mountains.

The child who was left behind howled and
cried. When the Qi army caught up with
the boy, they asked the child: “Is that your
mother who ran away?” The child said:
“Yes.” The Qi army asked again: “Then
who is your mother carrying?” The child

said: “I don’t know.” So the Qi general drew
his bow and fired an arrow toward her and
forcibly stopped the fleeing woman.

The Qi general went after her and asked:
“Who is the child you are holding? And
who is the child you left behind?” The
woman said: “The child I was carrying was
my brother’s child, and the one I left behind
was my own child. Since I could not protect
both children at the same time when I saw
the general attacking, I left my son first.”

The Qi general asked her in disbelief:
“That was your own flesh and blood and
he loves you deeply. But today you left him
and ran for your life with your brother’s
child — why?”

The Lu woman said: “To protect my child
is selfish love; to protect my brother’s child
is righteous. If I go against righteousness
and seek selfish love, sacrificing my broth-
er’s child to preserve my child, though it is
good, it is not righteous.

If everyone puts selfishness before righteous-
ness, then the King of the state of Lu would
not want to be kind to his people, the great

officials would not care for their people, and
the whole kingdom would put selfishness first,
and no one would take care of each other.”

She placed righteousness first instead of
her own self interest.

“If I save my child, I would lose my right-
eousness. That’s why I endured the pain and
would rather leave my son behind and pro-
tect my brother’s child.”

When the Qi generals heard these words,
they were greatly moved. They didn’t think
that even a village girl knew how to main-
tain righteousness; how could they, not be-
ing nobles, know about righteousness?

The general ordered the troops to stay put
and he hastily sent someone to report to the
King of Qi, saying:

“We can’t invade the state of Lu. Because
on the border of Lu, we met a woman in the
mountain who knew how to keep righteous-
ness and not to harm the public with her
private interests, let alone the courtiers and
scholars of Lu. Therefore, I implore you to
withdraw your troops!”

When the King of Qi heard about this, he
was also deeply moved. He knew that if
a peasant woman in the state of Lu could
put righteousness first, then everyone in the
state of Lu must be like that.

The righteousness of the lowly woman
halted the invading army and brought peace
to the land instead of war. So the King of
Qi ordered the withdrawal of his troops and
for them to return to his kingdom. Initially,
when the army of Qi pressed into the terri-
tory and made the people of Lu panic, no
one expected that one lowly peasant woman
in the mountains would avert the invasion
of her state with her belief in righteousness.

The King of the state of Lu, who was still
preparing to send troops to meet the oncom-
ing invasion, was surprised to find that all
the Qi state’s troops had withdrawn without
any warning.

When he heard that the woman had saved
her nephew’s life, he gave her a hundred
rolls of fabric and honored her as a “right-
eous aunt.” Thus, a peasant woman saving
the kingdom became a legend.
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One afternoon, I went for a walk with
a friend in the suburbs. Suddenly, an
old man dressed in tattered clothes ap-
proached, carrying a bag of green vege-
tables in his hand to sell. The vegetables
looked poor. Many of the leaves were
dehydrated, brown and covered in insect
bites. Seeing the old man holding the
vegetables, my friend bought three bags
without saying a word. The old man em-
barrassedly explained: “T grew these veg-
etables myself. Days ago, the vegetables
were soaked because of heavy rain, so they
don’t look good: I’m so sorry.” My friend
said that it was okay.

After the old man left, I asked my friend:
“Will you really eat these?”

He replied without hesitation: “No, these
are no longer edible.”

“Then why did you buy them?”

“Because it’s impossible for anyone to
buy those vegetables. If I don’t buy them,
the old man will probably have no income
today.”

I admired the kindness of my friend, so
I caught up with the old man and bought
some vegetables from him.

The old man was very happy and said, “I
have been trying to sell them all day, and
only you are willing to buy them. Thank
you so much.”

Several hand-
fuls of vegetables
that were inedible
taught me a valu-
able lesson.
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Stock: 181790
2021 Corolla L

_$24-024" $22,459 wa

$115/ #£F, 60 B, 2.39% §
sroane 2351565
FAEE{E$9,438

Stock: 180852
2021 Prius Technology Advanced AWD-E

_$38;625~ $35,999 e

$16.18/ X, 84 H

3.99% §$2,626

Stock: 180869
2021 Venza Hybrid LE SUV

_$A2A79 $38,999 e

$17.76/ X, 84 B

4.39% §$3, 180

HENINGER

Product Advisor
Danning Wang
(403) 479-9762

Sales Manager Product Advisor
Leo Mei Jay Jiang
(403) 612-3976 (403) 816-4976

Product Advisor

(403) 966-9088

Stock: 181223
2021 Corolla LE Upgrade Package

_$26:675" $23,999 s

$10.43/X,84 B

2.99% zﬁ$2,676

Stock: 181421
2021 RAV4 LE FWD

_$3E571T $29,999 e

$13.48/ X ,84 H

3.99% i\ﬁ$1,572

saachi = —ESh
2021 Highlander XLE AWD

_$52:975" $48,499 us

$21.80/ X, 84 B

Voot 24,476

Stock: 180983

Product Advisor Finance Manager
Angel Chan Ken Huang
(403) 630-5122 (403) 243-8000

Stock: 180856
2021 Corolla Hatch Special Edition

_$33:365" $30,499 s
$13.22{9995%84H ij$2,666

Stock: 181094
2021 RAV4 XLE AWD

_3$38:390" $34,999 e

$15.73/ X, 84 B

3.99% iﬁ$2,991

Stock: 181545
2021 Highlander Hybrid XLE AWD

Director of Finance

(403) 243-8000

_$56:298" $53,999 s

$2459/ X, 84 B &
e #92,299

DUENENRAE - EEAROASTEA -

TOYOTA heningertoyota.com | (403) 243 - 8000 | 3640 Macleod Trail SE

Director of Sales Public Relations Mgr
Peter Chen Doris Sun
(403) 667-3588 (403) 243-8000

BEEE85ER - 1-587-500-8206 Email: sales@visiontimescalgary.ca

KiSEREE © editor@visiontimescalgary.ca
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