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Asthe U.S. election day approach-
es, voter turnout has set a century-
old record. While President Trump
holds multiple large-scale rallies
each day, Joe Biden’s campaign
activities seem to be doused by
the “Laptop Gate” scandal. The
Supreme Court vacancy left by
the death of Ruth Bader Ginsberg
was filled, so a full complement of
justices will be on hand to adjudi-
cate any disputes arising from this
year’s election.

On October 26, the U.S. Senate
voted 52 to 48 to confirm Amy
Coney Barrett’s nomination to the
Supreme Court. That evening, she
was sworn in at the White House by
Associate Justice Clarence Thom-
as. On the 27th, Justice Barrett of-
ficially joined the court.

On multiple occasions, President
Trump had pointed out that the
mail-in voting supported by the
Democrats was susceptible to fraud.
He predicted that the results of this
year’s general election would end
up in front of the Supreme Court.
Therefore, the first batch of cases
Barrett will face may be related to
absentee voting and mail-in voting,
which will affect the results of the
general election.

\oting rules vary by state. Many
states changed their voting rules
this year in response to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.
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Republicans, concerned the rule
changes may result in election fraud,
hope the Supreme Court will rule
against ballots received after election
day. Barrett’s appointment eliminates
the possibility that the court would
end up with a 4:4 deadlock.

Although voting by mail has always
existed, it has never been conducted
onsuch a large scale. Many states have
never dealt with such a large volume
of mailed ballots, and the post offices
do not have the capacity to handle
them. The U.S. Department of Justice
announced on September 24 that the
FBI and local law enforcement were
investigating some discarded mailed
ballots in Luzerne County, Pennsylva-
nia. Among the nine ballots recovered
by the FBI, at least seven were for
Trump. In New Jersey, a post office
employee responsible for delivering
ballots was arrested for throwing away
nearly 100 ballots. In California, peo-
ple discovered discarded ballots stolen
from residential mailboxes. Irregulari-
ties also surfaced in mail voting states
like Massachusetts, New York, where
votes were not counted and officials
allegedly defrauded voters.

American voters have shown un-
precedented enthusiasm for this
year’s presidential election. Michael
MacDonald, associate professor of
Political Science at University of
Florida and director of the United
States Elections Project, estimates a
turnout rate of 65% among the 150
million eligible voters in the U.S.
That would be the highest voter num-
ber since the U.S. started keeping
records in 1908. In some states, early
votes have already approached the
vote totals in 2016. In Texas, 7.8 mil-
lion voters had already voted before
noon on October 27, that was 87% of
the state’s total votes in 2016.

After the content on Hunter Biden’s
laptop became public, Google Trends
showed a sudden spike in people
asking: “Can | change my vote?”
Searches for “Hunter Biden China”
also increased significantly.

Seven states allow voters to change
their votes, including Arkansas, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin and New Hamp-
shire. Among them, Wisconsin,
Michigan and Minnesota are consid-
ered key swing states in this election.
Although most polls show Biden
leading Trump, Democrats have not
received an early voting advantage in
3 of the 4 swing states as expected.
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On October 17, the U.S. State Department
issued a statement introducing details
of the transatlantic alliance to create a Clean
Network. The United States now counts 40
“clean countries” and 50 “clean” telecom-
munications firms worldwide. Industry-lead-
ing companies such as Oracle, HP, Reliance
Jio, NEC, Fujitsu, Cisco, NTT, SoftBank and
VMware have also joined the Clean Network,
refusing to do business with companies such
as Huawei that have ties to the Chinese state.

On January 29, the European Union issued
a guidance document called the “5G Cyber-
security Toolbox.” The Toolbox introduces
an operational 5G cybersecurity assessment
methodology that requires EU member states
to assess the risk profile of 5G suppliers. Sup-
pliers deemed “high risk” are to have restric-
tions imposed on them.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo an-
nounced plans to roll out the Clean Network
this August. The EU 5G Clean Toolkit is part
of the Clean Network, as introduced by both
Brussels and the State Department. Both are
designed to protect citizens’ privacy, com-
panies’ intellectual property, and national
security from the Chinese Communist Party.
The CCP’s surveillance and data collection
tools include companies such as Huawei, and
other malicious actors, as the US government
warns.

Under Secretary of State Keith Krach and
EU Commissioner Thierry Breton encour-
age all countries to join the Clean Network
by adopting the EU 5G Clean Toolkit or cre-
ating regulations to ensure that only trusted
vendors can join their 5G networks. The
Toolkit further defines standards and gives
clear measures to avoid the use of “high risk”
providers in networks, including radio access
networks. Members could be held liable if

5 K P8 5k BB

Trans-Atlantic Allilance Embraces America’s

B Ke|th J. Krach (Getty Images

EU telecoms operators choose high-risk 5G
suppliers and violate the rules.

NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea
Geoana announces that 25 of the 30 NATO
allies have committed to becoming clean na-
tions.

At the same time, the U.S. government is
moving to persuade developing countries
to use cleaner telecom equipment and re-
ject products built by the People’s Republic
of China. On October 18, the Wall Street
Journal reported that the U.S. government is
working to persuade developing countries to
avoid PRC telecoms equipment. It is plan-
ning to provide financial assistance to those
countries to use what Washington considers
more secure alternatives.

Bonnie Glick, deputy administrator of the
U.S. Agency for International Development,
said the U.S. is prepared to provide loans
and other financing, possibly worth billions
of dollars in total, to countries so they can
buy hardware from democracies rather than
Chinese suppliers.

The report said the U.S. government will
also plan to fund deals with large companies
outside of China: Finland’s Nokia, Sweden’s
Ericsson AB and South Korea’s Samsung

N A SEE

Electronics Co. The U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development may also support
smaller U.S. companies, namely those in the
early stages of developing 5G technology.

Glick plans an upcoming trip to Finland
to visit Finnish government officials and
companies, including Nokia, with the goal
of signing an agreement to cooperate on
telecommunications options for developing
countries. Finland is eager to discuss cooper-
ation with the United States and is reviewing
the proposal, a Finnish government spokes-
man said.

Europe used to be Huawei’s top overseas
market. But it has now lost the vast majority
of its European orders. The latest develop-
ment is that Sweden has joined the US, UK
and France, among others, in announcing on
Oct. 20 that it has banned the use of Huawei
and ZTE telecoms equipment in the construc-
tion of its 5G network. In addition to Huawei,
Sweden also demanded that all installed Chi-
nese ZTE equipment be removed by January
1, 2025. Sweden is home to Ericsson, one of
Europe’s leading telecom equipment suppli-
ers. The Swedish ban could therefore benefit
the country’s Ericsson and Finland’s Nokia.

There’s no doubt that the cooperation be-
tween the US and its allies has dealt a mortal
blow to Huawei. Huawei’s financial report,
released at the end of March 2020, showed
that in 2019 Huawei’s three main businesses,
which include its consumer business, oper-
ator business and enterprise business, will
rely more than ever on growth in China rath-
er than overseas markets. While for the year
of 2014-2017, Huawei’s overseas market is
around 70%-50%. According to news from
Korean distributors, Huawei’s smartphone
shipments to Korea in 2021would be plum-
meting by 80% compared to 2019.
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‘Clean Network’

The embargo policy adopted by the United
States against Huawei has also had an impact
on Huawei’s communications base stations,
which have the largest global share.

The U.S. government on Sept. 15 reinforced
its ban on the supply of semiconductors
using U.S. technology to Huawei. In addi-
tion to U.S. companies, major semiconductor
makers in Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
also stopped exporting to Huawei in princi-
ple. The U.S. aims to make it impossible for
Huawei to produce smartphones and com-
munications base stations that use advanced
semiconductors.

The Japan’s Nikkei Asia Weekly, with the
assistance of Tokyo-based research firm Fo-
malhaut Techno Solutions, dismantled and
analyzed the core devices known as base-
bands in Huawei’s latest 5G base stations.
It found that Huawei’s base stations rely
heavily on US components. 27.2% of the
total parts are US-built. Of the base station’s
estimated cost of $1,320, the proportion of
components designed by Chinese compan-
ies is only about 48 percent, with possibly
as much as 60 percent of those parts be-
ing manufactured by Taiwanese company
TSMC. It is possible that in future, these
parts may not be available due to increased
U.S. controls. That is to say, very little of
Huawei’s products can be considered purely
“made in China.”

In 2019 Huawei accounted for 34.4% of
the world communication base station sales
share, coming in first. Second was Ericsson.
which accounted for 24.1%. Huawei’s latest
5G smartphone has reduced the proportion
of U.S. components to 1%, but the process
of “de-Americanizing” its base stations lags
behind. In light of the US ban, Huawei may
have to halt production of its base stations.
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Karma: The Price of a Coin

uring the Kangxi period of the Qing

Dynasty, a scene unfolded at the Lianji
Bookstore in a Beijing street where a young
man was reading a book near the counter.
Another customer in front of the counter
was paying for his book. One of his coins
fell to the ground and rolled to the side of
the young man’s foot. Little did the young
man realize the karma this would create for
him in the future.

The young man squinted his eyes, looked
all around to see if anyone had noticed, then
moved his right foot and hid the copper coin
under his shoe. After the customer left the
shop, the young man bent down to pick up
the coin.

Coincidentally, an older man sitting on a
stool in the book shop was observing this
unnoticed. He stared at the young man for
a long time, then stood up, walked over to
him, and engaged him in conversation. The
older man knew the young man’s name was
Fan Xiaojie, and learned about the young
man’s family situation. After the conver-
sation, the older man left with a severe ex-
pression.

Later, Fan passed the imperial examination
and was appointed to serve as a county lieu-
tenant in Changshu County, Jiangsu Prov-
ince. Fan was delighted and went to prepare
for his appointment. He first went to the
higher-level government office in Jiangning
in Changshu County to report and asked to
see his superior.

At that time, Tang Bin, governor of Jiangsu,
was in the Jiangning government office. Tan
received Fan’s name card but did not meet
him. Fan had to go back and stay at the ho-
tel. The next day, Fan went to the Jiangning
government office to report again, but Tang
still did not want to meet him. This situation
lasted for ten days.

On the eleventh day, Fan patiently went to
ask for a meeting with governor Tang again.
The official guard passed the governor’s or-
der to him: “Fan Xiaojie does not need to
go to Changshu County to report. You have
been dismissed.”

“Why did your Lord dismiss me? What
crime did I commit? “Fan did not under-
stand and was anxious.
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“Greedy for money,”
calmly.

the guard replied

“Ah?” Fan was taken aback and thought to
himself: T haven’t assumed office yet, how
come the governor has the evidence of my
corruption? The governor must have made
a mistake. So he hurriedly requested a state-
ment from the governor to clarify the facts.

After going into the office to report the gov-
ernor, the security officer came out again to
pass on the governor’s words: “Fan Xiaojie,
don’t you remember what happened at the
Lianji Bookstore? You loved other people’s
coins as your life at the time. Today, you are
lucky to become a magistrate. Won’t you try
all means to embezzle and become a robber
wearing a black hat in the future? Please re-
move your official seal and leave immedi-
ately so that civilians will not suffer.”

Only then did Fan remember that the older
man he had met at Lianji Bookstore before
and realized that this was the governor Tang
Bin on private inspection.

The condemnation of the governor was
sharp enough to take Fan’s breath away.
Karma always exacts its price.

ERALZS
8 George Washington Quotes

1. Human happiness and moral
duty are inseparably connected.

TREENGETER ] 73 EIE -

2. Perseverance and Spirit have
done Wonders in all ages.
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3. Associate yourself with men
of good quality, if you esteem your
own reputation; for ‘tis better to be
alone than in bad company.
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HBIEFI AL - BB AEETUF
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4. T hope I shall possess firmness
and virtue enough to maintain what
I consider the most enviable of all
titles, the character of an honest man.
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5. Be not glad at the misfortune
of another, though he may be your

enemy.
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A

6. I’ 11 die on my feet before I" 11
live on my knees!
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7.Liberty, when it begins to take
root, is a plant of rapid growth.
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8.Labour to keep alive in your
breast that spark of celestial fire,

called conscience.
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Savanna Bazaar
3190 - 5850 88 AVE NE
Calgary, AB | 403-830-3800

Sunridge Mall
12K, 2525 36 Street NE
Calgary, AB | 403-444-8980

CF Market Mall
Z-012, 3625 Shaganappi Trail NW,
Calgary, AB | 403-604-1100

Marlborough Mall
718k, 515 Marlborough Way NE,
Calgary, AB | 403-273-5855
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