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On September 22, during the gen-
eral debate at the 75th United Na-
tions General Assembly, both U.S.
President Donald Trump and Chi-
nese Communist Party leader Xi
Jinping delivered speeches. It can
be said that Trump and Xi were in
confrontation.

Trump said that during the initial
stages of the outbreak, even though
China restricted domestic travel , it
did not restrict flights from leaving
the country. This allowed the virus
to spread globally. “The United Na-
tions must hold China accountable
for its actions.” he said. Trump also
criticized the WHO for being influ-
enced by the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP).

In the face of the pandemic, Xi
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an important leadership role. Xi
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During the meeting, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, without
naming China, said that basic hu-
man rights are universal, and that
human rights cannot be opposed by
reasons like ‘interfering in internal
affairs.” This is the first time that the
French president addressed the Uy-
ghur human rights issue in China at
the UN General Assembly.

Environmental issues are usu-
ally a focus in China’s international
speeches. Trump said, “After [ with-
drew from that one-sided Paris Cli-
mate Agreement, the United States
reduced more carbon emissions last
year than any country in the agree-
ment.” As for Xi Jinping, he said
that the agreement is the least of
what we need to protect the planet.
However, many academics have
shown data that illustrate that China
has practiced disinformation cam-
paigns on environmental issues.

The day before the UN summit, Xi
made four recommendations, one of
which is that the UN should uphold
justice. On the official website of the
Chinese government, the Chinese
version of Xi Jinping’s speech is
more direct: “The relations and in-
terests of various countries can only
be coordinated by systems and rules.
You cannot listen to whoever has the
biggest fist.”

But, at the 45th session of the UN
Human Rights Council, which be-
gan on September 8, when the UN
Watch started talking about the de-
tention situation in Xinjiang, Chi-
nese government representatives
pounded the table and demanded
that the other side be stopped from
speaking. Also, after the 2016 in-
ternational arbitration tribunal ruled
against the nine-dash line in the
South China Sea, China firmly de-
termined not to recognize it. Philip-
pine President Rodrigo Duterte said
in a speech at the UN General As-
sembly that the Philippines will not
compromise itself in face of China.

Trump also warned that “If the
United Nations is still an effec-
tive institution, it should focus on
the real problems of the world.” In
May of this year, the United States
announced that it was withdrawing
from the World Health Organiza-
tion. It can be expected that the tit-
for-tat confrontation between China
and the U.S. will have a bearing on
the direction and fate of whether the
UN will reform in the future.
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English Report

Beljlng s “One Belt, One Road” Initiative
puts more than 130 countries in its stra-
tegic plan, in which Chinese companies were
provided a large amount of capital to invest
heavily overseas and enter the vital infra-
structure networks of participating countries.
However, these countries are facing crises or
are even on the verge of bankruptcy due to
their inability to repay China’s high-interest
loans.

One Belt One Road is a China-led econom-
ic strategy covering Europe, Asia, Australia
and South America proposed by CCP lead-
er Xi Jinping. In 2013, the CCP upgraded it
to a national strategy. On the surface, China
is trying to build up its influence by lending
money to developing countries and investing
in infrastructure.

According to the People’s Forum, Beijing’s
official media outlet, One Belt One Road is
a long-term strategic plan aimed at creating
more value from China’s excess productivity
and labor, securing its energy and food sup-
plies, and acquiring critical infrastructures
such as ports, airports, rail constructions, as
well as setting up military bases. China has
been clear about what it wants to do from the
start.

When the One Belt One Road Initiative was
first launched, the promise of generous loans
and infrastructure development prompted
many countries, especially those with eco-
nomic difficulties, to join. As time goes by,
however, many countries have fallen into
a “debt trap,” paying an expensive price in
terms of land, ports or natural resources.

The latest debt victim is Laos. The Asia
Times reported earlier this month, Laos
was forced to transfer control of its nation-
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al power grid to Guangzhou-based China
Southern Power Grid Corp.

It’s worth noting that most of the power gen-

erated by Laos’ Mekong hydropower pro-
jects, which is also heavily indebted to and
owned by China, is exported to China, Thai-
land and Vietnam, which means China will
further increase its economic influence and
control over those three countries.

In Laos, China also planned to build a high-
speed rail link to Yunnan province in China,
but there is little demand for high-speed rail
among Laos people as more than half of the
population is living scattered throughout the
country.

Beijing officials said that the project is the

first step in building a rail network linking
China with other Southeast Asian countries.
This section is part of the 885km Kunming-
Singapore railway project, running through
Laos, Thailand and Malaysia to Singapore.
These countries are investing a considerable
amount of money compared to their econ-
omies to complete China’s project, with little
benefit to themselves. By now, these coun-
tries have either suspended or scaled down
the project.

A B 5% KBV E 3PP

The Belt And Road Initiative: China’s Biggest Debt Trap

Why would these countries join these pro-
jects in the first place? Lenient loan terms
and hidden interests in official dealings with
China are big reasons why. On Sept. 17,
the Maldives paid off a $127.5 million loan
under pressure from China’s import-export
bank, but the country still owes China $2.4
billion in debt, equivalent to more than 45
percent of its GDP. The government of for-
mer Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen
has guaranteed that debt and allowed Chinese
state-owned companies, capital and labor to
build resorts, airports, and infrastructure in
the country without hindrance. Yameen him-
self got a lot of good from Beijing, where he
was convicted of money laundering and sen-
tenced to prison in 2019 by the court.

In early August, the Nikkei News reported
that, by the end of 2018, Beijing had doubled
its loan to 68 developing countries in just four
years, equivalent to the amount of the World
Bank’s total lending to these countries.

The Chinese Communist Party increased its
international influence in this process, and
the lending countries were dominated by
Chinese policies and contracts. For now, at
least 40 countries have debts to China that
exceeds their GDP.

China’s ambitions to expand its military
influence are also behind the One Belt One
Road Initiative. A September 10 report by
the Asia Society Policy Institute, an Amer-
ican think tank, found that China is building
multipurpose ports in what it regards as “stra-
tegic chokepoints” in Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
Burma and Cambodia.

In exchange for loans or infrastructure con-
tracts, China asked those countries to lease
their ports for 99 years and require the coun-

tries not to interfere with port operations. The
report found that the ports were designed for
mixed commercial and military logistical
use, rather than solely for commercial use.

For Instance, The Republic of Djibouti,
a strategic location in the Gulf of Aden in
northeastern Africa, whose debt to China
exceeds 39 percent of the country’s GDP, al-
lowed China to build a military base there in
2017. The base is just 13 kilometers from the
U.S. Army’s Camp Lemonnier.

For now, many countries are aware of the
crisis and are phasing out or scaling back
their cooperation with China.

China’s actions are creating an even great-
er economic crisis for the rest of the world.
According to a report by the Kiel Institute
for the World Economy in Germany, China’s
lending to other countries soared tenfold from
2000 to 2017, from less than $500 billion to
more than $5 trillion USD, and about half of
that was hidden debt. Beijing has delegated
much of its debt to Chinese-led joint ven-
tures, including many Chinese state-owned
enterprises, and lending countries are often
not fully aware of the numbers and details of
their loans to China.

This year, COVID-19 first broke out in
China, and spread to the whole world, caus-
ing more than 900,000 deaths and setting
back the global economy. According to
RWR Advisory Group, in Africa, at least
$100 billion in capital fled the emerging
markets, offsetting years of effort and cut-
ting off the future of the poor countries.
These countries have not received the infra-
structure promised by China, but are already
in a debt crisis that will cost them more than
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Li Hui Settled Disputes With Wisdom and Integrity

Li Hui, a local official in the North-
ern Wei Dynasty, paid great atten-
tion to the fairness and correctness of
verdicts. Here are two short stories
about Li Hui.

Rule on the case of two swallows
fighting for the nest

One day, Li was in the Yongzhou
Prefecture Ad-ministration Hall and
saw two swallows fighting over a nest
on the beam. They pecked each other
for several days, but still, neither side
could dominate.

Li ordered his subordinates to catch
the two swallows. To check his sub-
ordinates’ abilities, Li ordered them to
find out which swallow was the nest’s
owner. But they refused the task and
said: “Only wise people can judge this
matter, and it is not something that stu-
pid people like us can do.”

Li said: “Through training, a person’s
case-handling ability and wisdom can
improve. He asked his subordinates

to lightly tap the two swallows with
a slender bamboo strip. One swallow
flew away immediately, but the other
one remained motionless. No matter
how they tried to make it move away,
it stayed put.

Li smiled and said to his subordinates:

“The swallow that stays, considering
that it took a lot of effort to build the
nest, would not leave no matter how
you tried to move it. So, this bird is
right, and that is it’s nest. As the other
swallow did not exert any strength on
the nest, when the bamboo stick hit it,
it left the nest right away. So, it was
wrong, and it was an intruder.”

In this way, Li solved the case of two

swallows fighting for the nest. All his
subordinates appreciated his wisdom
and got inspired by it.

Solve the case by beating sheepskin
In this case, there were two people,

one was carrying salt, and the other
was picking firewood, and they went

to rest under a big tree together. Later,
as the two got up and left, they started
quarrelling over a piece of sheepskin.
After a long period of arguing, they
came to the town hall to seek justice.
Both said that the sheepskin was some-
thing for their shoulder pads.

Li let the two men out, turned around,
and said to his subordinates: “Beat this
sheepskin, and it will confess who its
owner is.” The two complainants felt
baffled after hearing this. His assistants
also thought his words were funny, but
no one dared to speak.

Li ordered the officials to put the
sheepskin on the mat, beating it with
a board and found that some salt fell
from the wool. Li pointed to the salt
residue and said: “This way, the prob-
lem will be clear.” He summoned the
two complaints to come to the court. Li
asked them to look at the salt residue
that dropped from the sheepskin. On
seeing it, the man who picked the fire-
wood immediately knelt down, con-
fessed his mistakes, and pleaded guilty.

Goidigeal

12 Abraham Lincoln
Quotes

2R F L E

1. I" m a success today because I had a friend
who believed in me and I didn” t have the heart to
let him down.

WA RIS » R HA —EEEIRAIIA -
DIFRAZE Dkt -

2. Whatever you are, be a good one.

NENRIEHE - AE AT A -

3. Nearly all men can stand adversity, but
if you want to test a man’ s character, give him
power.

P RTERAARERZ
E A - st g ) -

4. Those who deny freedom to others, deserve

W (HAMR R AR —

it not for themselves.

B HI N EHRIA > NECHEA B H -

5.1 am a slow walker, but I never walk back.

HOEISHEARMRE » HREAETRR -

6. I don’ t like that man. I must get to know
him better.

HABHOME N > R — D IR

7. Be sure you put your feet in the right place,
then stand firm.

AR H ORI IERETIAIE - IRERUGEE

8. I would rather be a little nobody, then to be
an evil somebody.

HeE A2 V7 WASERSE AR A

9. The best way to predict your future is to
create it.

TEHIR AR AT LR AE AR K

10. I will prepare and someday my chance will
come.

Hoar i e fe - #8E — RILAUME &2

11. T do the very best I know how the very
best I can; and I mean to keep on doing so until the
end.

TR - FIRFTREME R AT+ FATH—EE
PRI R -

12. My great concern is not whether you have
failed, but whether you are content with your
failure.

WEEROHT » NIRRT » MR
e H D ARH -
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After the mediation by the Australian
embassy and consulate, these two
journalists left China urgently on

the evening of September 7,

which means that it is the first time
since the mid-1970s, there is no
certified Australian journalist
stationed in China. The relationshi
between the two countries has

now fallen to a new low.
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